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A Woman of No Importance - Oscar Wilde
1903
Patriots, Prostitutes, and Spies - John M.
Belohlavek 2017-07-05
In Patriots, Prostitutes, and Spies, John M.
Belohlavek tells the story of women on both
sides of the Mexican-American War (1846-48) as
they were propelled by the bloody conflict to
adopt new roles and expand traditional ones.
American women "back home" functioned as
anti-war activists, pro-war supporters, and
pioneering female journalists. Others moved
west and established their own reputations for
courage and determination in dusty border
towns or bordellos. Women formed a critical
component of the popular culture of the period,
as trendy theatrical and musical performances
drew audiences eager to witness tales of
derring-do, while contemporary novels, in tales
resplendent with heroism and the promise of
love fulfilled, painted a romanticized picture of
encounters between Yankee soldiers and fair
Mexican senoritas. Belohlavek juxtaposes these
romantic dreams with the reality in Mexico,
which included sexual assault, women
soldaderas marching with men to provide critical
supportive services, and the challenges and
courage of working women off the battlefield. In
all, Belohlavek shows the critical roles played by
women, real and imagined, on both sides of this
controversial war of American imperial
expansion.
The Spark of Resistance - Kit Sergeant
2020-06-25
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As the free world crumbles beneath Hitler's
jackboot, the French Resistance is depending on
these women to change the course of
history...When the handsome Armand invites
Mathilde Carré to become his second-incommand of Interallié, one of the founding
circuits of the Resistance, she jumps at the
chance. But as Armand falls for another woman,
how far is Mathilde willing to go to exact her
revenge?Living a life in shadows with a false
identity, Odette Sansom experiences more
freedom in Occupied France than she has ever
known, and her circuit leader, Peter Churchill, is
everything her husband isn't. But one man
threatens to destroy all they've
achieved...Although Didi Nearne has long
dreamt of becoming an agent with the SOE like
her sister, they hire her to be a wireless operator
instead. As the networks are infiltrated and the
on-the-ground agents disappear, Didi is finally
given her chance. Will she be able to avoid the
Gestapo or suffer the fates of her fellow spies? If
you like Ken Follet's Jackdaws, Kate Quinn's The
Alice Network, and Sarah Rose's D-Day Girls,
you won't be able to put down this meticulously
researched tale of love, honor, and deception.
Pick it up today!
She Went to the Field - Bonnie Tsui 2006
This exciting new volume profiles several
substantiated cases of female soldiers during the
American Civil War, including Sarah Rosetta
Wakeman (aka Private Lyons Wakeman, Union);
Sarah Emma Edmonds (aka Private Frank
Thompson, Union); Loreta Janeta Velazquez (aka
Lieutenant Harry T. Buford, Confederate); and
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Jennie Hodgers (aka Private Albert D. J. Cashier,
Union). Also featured are those women who may
not have posed as male soldiers but who
nonetheless pushed gender boundaries to act
boldly in related military capacities, as spies,
nurses, and vivandieres ("daughters of the
regiment") who bore the flag in battle, rallied
troops, and cared for the wounded.Examining
the Civil War through the lens of these women
soldiers who fought in the conflict offers
valuable insight on existing historical work. This
volume will acquaint readers with these women,
offering in-depth biographies and behind-thescenes information. While drawing from recent
academic work, Women Soldiers of the Civl War
is a lively text geared toward the generalaudience reader.
The Woman Who Smashed Codes - Jason Fagone
2017-09-26
National Bestseller NPR Best Book of the Year
“Not all superheroes wear capes, and Elizebeth
Smith Friedman should be the subject of a future
Wonder Woman movie.” —The New York Times
Joining the ranks of Hidden Figures and In the
Garden of Beasts, the incredible true story of the
greatest codebreaking duo that ever lived, an
American woman and her husband who invented
the modern science of cryptology together and
used it to confront the evils of their time, solving
puzzles that unmasked Nazi spies and helped
win World War II. In 1916, at the height of
World War I, brilliant Shakespeare expert
Elizebeth Smith went to work for an eccentric
tycoon on his estate outside Chicago. The tycoon
had close ties to the U.S. government, and he
soon asked Elizebeth to apply her language skills
to an exciting new venture: code-breaking.
There she met the man who would become her
husband, groundbreaking cryptologist William
Friedman. Though she and Friedman are in
many ways the "Adam and Eve" of the NSA,
Elizebeth’s story, incredibly, has never been
told. In The Woman Who Smashed Codes, Jason
Fagone chronicles the life of this extraordinary
woman, who played an integral role in our
nation’s history for forty years. After World War
I, Smith used her talents to catch gangsters and
smugglers during Prohibition, then accepted a
covert mission to discover and expose Nazi spy
rings that were spreading like wildfire across
South America, advancing ever closer to the
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United States. As World War II raged, Elizebeth
fought a highly classified battle of wits against
Hitler’s Reich, cracking multiple versions of the
Enigma machine used by German spies.
Meanwhile, inside an Army vault in Washington,
William worked furiously to break Purple, the
Japanese version of Enigma—and eventually
succeeded, at a terrible cost to his personal life.
Fagone unveils America’s code-breaking history
through the prism of Smith’s life, bringing into
focus the unforgettable events and colorful
personalities that would help shape modern
intelligence. Blending the lively pace and
compelling detail that are the hallmarks of Erik
Larson’s bestsellers with the atmosphere and
intensity of The Imitation Game, The Woman
Who Smashed Codes is page-turning popular
history at its finest.
L'Agent Double - Kit Sergeant 2019-08-18
Three Women. Two Sides. One War to End all
Wars. When a war like no one has even seen
rages throughout Europe in 1914, three women
are set on a collision course with history.As one
of the first female pilots, Alouette is determined
to join the war effort. She gets her chance when
she is recruited by Captain Ladoux, head of
France's Secret Service. But is she willing to
sacrifice everything for her country?Marthe's
day job as nurse requires her to help anyone in
need, including the enemy. But at night she
wanders the darkened streets of Belgium as a
courier for Allied Intelligence. Can she keep up
her dual roles without anyone finding out her
secret?The famed Mata Hari cares nothing for
the war effort. If maintaining her lavish lifestyle
means spying for whatever side pays her the
most, then so be it. But the naive dancer is being
set up for the most dangerous performance of
her life. All three women must navigate through
the double agent's world of deception and
betrayal, and one of them will pay the ultimate
price. Told from the viewpoints of these real-life
women, L'Agent Double: Spies and Martyrs in
the Great War is meticulously researched and
keeps you on the edge of your seat. Pick up this
courageous tale of love, honor, and deception
today!
Operatives, Spies, and Saboteurs - Patrick K.
O'Donnell 2014-10-28
A history of World War II espionage and covert
operations activities, presented from the
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perspective of OSS agents, recounts numerous
secret missions that contributed to the war's
outcome. 35,000 first printing.
Women Heroes of World War II - Kathryn J.
Atwood 2019-08-06
These 32 suspense-filled stories unfold across
Germany, Poland, Great Britain, the United
States, and more, providing a reminder of
women and girls' refusal to sit on the sidelines
around the world and throughout history.
Includes six new profiles that did not appear in
the first edition.
World War 2 Women - Cyrus J. Zachary
2016-04-29
True Stories Of World War 2 Women In Action:
The Women Heroes And Spies Of World War 2
From the dawn of time, women have been
perceived as the caretakers, as nurturers and as
mothers. They are seen as delicate creatures, to
be protected and taken care of. Many a time,
this argument has served more than one
chauvinist who sought to keep the woman bound
to his wishes, unable to do anything beyond the
quintessential cooking and cleaning and rearing
of the children. Yet, given the chance, women
have proven themselves time and time again,
going above and beyond the call of duty. For all
that they are perceived to be the physically
weaker of the two accepted sexes, it is the
female who carries a full human being within
her and it is the female who births that baby and
creates life. It was women like these who helped
win some of the nastiest wars mankind has ever
faced. Both the world wars left an indelible mark
on the earth; the face of humanity was forever
altered, both during and in the aftermath.
Millions lost their lives, and rebuilding was an
effort that took decades. There were a number
of women who became spies, particularly during
the Second World War, sneaking behind enemy
lines to gather information and performing other
duties to help win the war. These are unsung
heroes, often forgotten in the face of their more
famous, 'stronger' male counterparts.
D-Day Girls - Sarah Rose 2020-03-17
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The dramatic, untold
history of the heroic women recruited by
Britain’s elite spy agency to help pave the way
for Allied victory in World War II “Gripping.
Spies, romance, Gestapo thugs, blown-up trains,
courage, and treachery (lots of treachery)—and
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all of it true.”—Erik Larson, author of The Devil
in the White City and Dead Wake In 1942, the
Allies were losing, Germany seemed
unstoppable, and every able man in England was
on the front lines. To “set Europe ablaze,” in the
words of Winston Churchill, the Special
Operations Executive (SOE), whose spies were
trained in everything from demolition to
sharpshooting, was forced to do something
unprecedented: recruit women. Thirty-nine
answered the call, leaving their lives and
families to become saboteurs in France. In DDay Girls, Sarah Rose draws on recently declassified files, diaries, and oral histories to tell
the thrilling story of three of these remarkable
women. There’s Andrée Borrel, a scrappy and
streetwise Parisian who blew up power lines
with the Gestapo hot on her heels; Odette
Sansom, an unhappily married suburban mother
who saw the SOE as her ticket out of domestic
life and into a meaningful adventure; and Lise de
Baissac, a fiercely independent member of
French colonial high society and the SOE’s
unflappable “queen.” Together, they destroyed
train lines, ambushed Nazis, plotted prison
breaks, and gathered crucial intelligence—laying
the groundwork for the D-Day invasion that
proved to be the turning point in the war.
Rigorously researched and written with razorsharp wit, D-Day Girls is an inspiring story for
our own moment of resistance: a reminder of
what courage—and the energy of politically
animated women—can accomplish when the
stakes seem incalculably high. Praise for D-Day
Girls “Rigorously researched . . . [a] thriller in
the form of a non-fiction book.”—Refinery29
“Equal parts espionage-romance thriller and
historical narrative, D-Day Girls traces the lives
and secret activities of the 39 women who
answered the call to infiltrate France. . . . While
chronicling the James Bond-worthy missions and
love affairs of these women, Rose vividly
captures the broken landscape of war.”—The
Washington Post “Gripping history . . .
thoroughly researched and written as smoothly
as a good thriller, this is a mesmerizing story of
creativity, perseverance, and astonishing
heroism.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
Girls to the Rescue - Emily Hamilton-Honey
2020-05-11
During World War I, as young men journeyed
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overseas to battle, American women maintained
the home front by knitting, fundraising, and
conserving supplies. These became daily chores
for young girls, but many longed to be part of a
larger, more glorious war effort--and some were.
A new genre of young adult books entered the
market, written specifically with the young girls
of the war period in mind and demonstrating the
wartime activities of women and girls all over
the world. Through fiction, girls could catch
spies, cross battlefields, man machine guns, and
blow up bridges. These adventurous heroines
were contemporary feminist role models,
creating avenues of leadership for women and
inspiring individualism and self-discovery. The
work presented here analyzes the powerful
messages in such literature, how it created
awareness and grappled with the engagement of
real girls in the United States and Allied war
effort, and how it reflects their contemporaries'
awareness of girls' importance.
355 - Kit Sergeant 2017-12-11
In August of 1779, General Washington's chief
spy wrote the following words to his
commander: "I intend to visit 727 (New York)
before long and think by the assistance of a 355
of my acquaintance, shall be able to outwit them
all." Historians have puzzled for centuries as to
the identify of this 355, or "lady," in the code of
the Culper Ring. 355: A Novel presents three
possibilities: Meg Moncrieffe, a British
sympathizer who turns to spying after being
spurned by Aaron Burr; Elizabeth Burgin, al
altruistic young widow who assists American
soldiers in escaping the notorious prison ships;
and Sally Townsend, the high-spirited sister of a
Culper Ring member who listens at the keyholds
of British soldiers quartered in her home.
Although only one of the operates under the
cody name 355, all three women have the same
goal: help liberate America or die trying.
Wild Rose - Ann Blackman 2006-05-23
For sheer bravado and style, no woman in the
North or South rivaled the Civil War heroine
Rose O’Neale Greenhow. Fearless spy for the
Confederacy, glittering Washington hostess,
legendary beauty and lover, Rose Greenhow
risked everything for the cause she valued more
than life itself. In this superb portrait,
biographer Ann Blackman tells the surprising
true story of a unique woman in history. “I am a
women-wartime-spies-women-s-history-series-womens-history

Southern woman, born with revolutionary blood
in my veins,” Rose once declared–and that fiery
spirit would plunge her into the center of power
and the thick of adventure. Born into a slaveholding family, Rose moved to Washington, D.C.,
as a young woman and soon established herself
as one of the capital’s most charming and
influential socialites, an intimate of John C.
Calhoun, James Buchanan, and Dolley Madison.
She married well, bore eight children and buried
five, and, at the height of the Gold Rush,
accompanied her husband Robert Greenhow to
San Francisco. Widowed after Robert died in a
tragic accident, Rose became notorious in
Washington for her daring–and numerous–love
affairs. But with the outbreak of the Civil War,
everything changed. Overnight, Rose Greenhow,
fashionable hostess, become Rose Greenhow,
intrepid spy. As Blackman reveals, deadly
accurate intelligence that Rose supplied to
General Pierre G. T. Beauregard written in a
fascinating code (the code duplicated in the
background on the jacket of this book). Her
message to Beauregard turned the tide in the
first Battle of Bull Run, and was a brilliant piece
of spycraft that eventually led to her arrest by
Allan Pinkerton and imprisonment with her
young daughter. Indomitable, Rose regained her
freedom and, as the war reached a crisis,
journeyed to Europe to plead the Confederate
cause at the royal courts of England and France.
Drawing on newly discovered diaries and a rich
trove of contemporary accounts, Blackman has
fashioned a thrilling, intimate narrative that
reads like a novel. Wild Rose is an unforgettable
rendering of an astonishing woman, a book that
will stand with the finest Civil War biographies.
The Role of Female Union Spies in the Civil
War - Hallie Murray 2019-12-15
Although not able to fight on the front lines of
the Civil War, many brave women worked
behind the scenes, engaged in daring acts of
espionage and concealment. On the Union side,
these covert operatives included actress Pauline
Cushman, and abolitionist Elizabeth Van Lew,
who used her considerable resources to create
and operate a spy ring. Readers learn of the
famed Underground Railroad operator Harriet
Tubman. This engaging book spotlights seven of
these hidden forces behind the Union's victory in
the Civil War whose often under-examined life
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stories will thrill Civil War and espionage buffs
alike.
Information Hunters - Kathy Peiss 2020-01-03
"Information Hunters examines the
unprecedented American effort to acquire
foreign publications and information in World
War II Europe. An unlikely band of librarians,
scholars, soldiers, and spies went to Europe to
collect books and documents to aid the Allies'
cause. They travelled to neutral cities to find
enemy publications for intelligence analysis and
followed advancing armies to capture records in
a massive program of confiscation. After the
war, they seized Nazi works from bookstores and
schools and gather together countless looted
Jewish books. Improvising library techniques in
wartime conditions, they contributed to Allied
intelligence, preserved endangered books,
engaged in restitution, and participated in the
denazification of book collections. Information
Hunters explores what collecting meant to the
men and women who embarked on these
missions, and how the challenges of a total war
led to an intense focus on books and documents.
It uncovers the worlds of collecting, in spyridden Stockholm and Lisbon, in liberated Paris
and devastated Berlin, and in German caves and
mineshafts. The wartime collecting missions had
lasting effects. They intensified the relationship
between libraries and academic institutions, on
the one hand, and the government and military,
on the other. Book and document acquisition
became part of the apparatus of national
security, military planning, and postwar
reconstruction. These efforts also spurred the
development of information science and boosted
research libraries' ambitions to be great national
repositories for research and the dissemination
of knowledge that would support American
global leadership, politically and intellectually.
military intelligence, librarians, archivists,
Library of Congress, Office of Strategic
Services."-Women and the American Civil War - Theresa
McDevitt 2003
Presents a list of sources for research on women
in the American Civil War.
Madame Fourcade's Secret War - Lynne Olson
2020-03-03
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The littleknown true story of Marie-Madeleine Fourcade,
women-wartime-spies-women-s-history-series-womens-history

the woman who headed the largest spy network
in occupied France during World War II, from
the bestselling author of Citizens of London and
Last Hope Island “Brava to Lynne Olson for a
biography that should challenge any outdated
assumptions about who deserves to be called a
hero.”—The Washington Post NAMED ONE OF
THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR AND
THE WASHINGTON POST In 1941 a thirty-oneyear-old Frenchwoman, a young mother born to
privilege and known for her beauty and glamour,
became the leader of a vast intelligence
organization—the only woman to serve as a chef
de résistance during the war. Strong-willed,
independent, and a lifelong rebel against her
country’s conservative, patriarchal society,
Marie-Madeleine Fourcade was temperamentally
made for the job. Her group’s name was
Alliance, but the Gestapo dubbed it Noah’s Ark
because its agents used the names of animals as
their aliases. The name Marie-Madeleine chose
for herself was Hedgehog: a tough little animal,
unthreatening in appearance, that, as a
colleague of hers put it, “even a lion would
hesitate to bite.” No other French spy network
lasted as long or supplied as much crucial
intelligence—including providing American and
British military commanders with a 55-foot-long
map of the beaches and roads on which the
Allies would land on D-Day—as Alliance. The
Gestapo pursued them relentlessly, capturing,
torturing, and executing hundreds of its three
thousand agents, including Fourcade’s own lover
and many of her key spies. Although Fourcade,
the mother of two young children, moved her
headquarters every few weeks, constantly
changing her hair color, clothing, and identity,
she was captured twice by the Nazis. Both times
she managed to escape—once by slipping naked
through the bars of her jail cell—and continued
to hold her network together even as it
repeatedly threatened to crumble around her.
Now, in this dramatic account of the war that
split France in two and forced its people to live
side by side with their hated German occupiers,
Lynne Olson tells the fascinating story of a
woman who stood up for her nation, her fellow
citizens, and herself. “Fast-paced and
impressively researched . . . Olson writes with
verve and a historian’s authority. . . . With this
gripping tale, Lynne Olson pays [Marie5/11
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Madeleine Fourcade] what history has so far
denied her. France, slow to confront the stain of
Vichy, would do well to finally honor a fighter
most of us would want in our foxhole.”—The
New York Times Book Review
Women Wartime Spies - Ann Kramer 2012-07-12
“A thrilling, challenging and educational book . .
. examines the roles of spies such a Edith Cavell,
Mata Hari, Violette Szabo and Noor Inayat
Khan” (Pennant Magazine). Women spies have
rarely received the recognition they deserve.
They have often been trivialized and, in cinema
and popular fiction, stereotyped as vamps or
dupes. The reality is very different. As spies,
women have played a critical role during
wartime, receiving and passing on vital
information, frequently at considerable risk.
Often able to blend into their background more
easily than their male counterparts, women have
worked as couriers, transmitters, and with
resistance fighters, their achievements often
unknown. Many have died. Ann Kramer
describes the role of women spies during
wartime, with particular reference to the two
world wars. She looks at why some women chose
to become spies, their motives, and
backgrounds. She looks at the experience of
women spies during wartime, what training they
received, and what skills they needed. She
examines the reality of life for a woman spy,
operating behind enemy lines, and explores and
explodes the myths about women spies that
continue until the present day. The focus is
mainly on Britain but also takes an international
view as appropriate. “Tells the often surprising
stories of some of the women who chose to
become spies and to serve their country . . . An
excellent work.” —The Great War Magazine
Mary Bowser and the Civil War Spy Ring Enigma Alberti 2019-04-02
Mary Bowser and the Civil War Spy Ring
introduces an exciting interactive series for
middle grade readers—Spy on History, where
the reader gets to experience history in a whole
new way, now in paperback. Meet Mary Bowser,
an African American spy who was able to
infiltrate the Confederate leadership at the
highest level. Enigma Alberti dramatizes Mary
Bowser’s suspenseful story—how she pretended
to be illiterate, how she masterfully evaded
detection, how she used her photographic
women-wartime-spies-women-s-history-series-womens-history

memory to “copy” critical documents. Using
spycraft materials included in a sealed envelope
inside the book, a canny reader will be able to
discover and unravel clues embedded in the text
and illustrations, and solve the book’s ultimate
mystery: Where did Mary hide her secret diary?
All the Daring of the Soldier - Elizabeth D.
Leonard 1999
Describes Civil War contributions of women,
including soldiers and spies
A Woman of No Importance - Sonia Purnell
2020-03-05
***A New York Times bestseller*** 'Riveting'
Mick Herron, New York Times * 'A rousing tale'
The Times, Book of the Week * 'Cracking'
Telegraph * 'Gripping' Irish Times * 'Brilliant'
Evening Standard * 'Excellent' Spectator In
September 1941, a young American woman
strides up the steps of a hotel in Lyon, Vichy
France. Her papers say she is a journalist. Her
wooden leg is disguised by a determined gait
and a distracting beauty. She is there to spark
the resistance. By 1942 Virginia Hall was the
Gestapo's most urgent target, having infiltrated
Vichy command, trained civilians in guerrilla
warfare and sprung soldiers from Nazi prison
camps. The first woman to go undercover for
British SOE, her intelligence changed the course
of the war - but her fight was still not over. This
is a spy history like no other, telling the story of
the hunting accident that disabled her, the
discrimination she fought and the secret life that
helped her triumph over shocking adversity.
Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy - Karen Abbott
2014-09-02
Karen Abbott, the New York Times bestselling
author of Sin in the Second City and “pioneer of
sizzle history” (USA Today), tells the
spellbinding true story of four women who
risked everything to become spies during the
Civil War. Karen Abbott illuminates one of the
most fascinating yet little known aspects of the
Civil War: the stories of four courageous
women—a socialite, a farmgirl, an abolitionist,
and a widow—who were spies. After shooting a
Union soldier in her front hall with a pocket
pistol, Belle Boyd became a courier and spy for
the Confederate army, using her charms to
seduce men on both sides. Emma Edmonds cut
off her hair and assumed the identity of a man to
enlist as a Union private, witnessing the
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bloodiest battles of the Civil War. The beautiful
widow, Rose O’Neale Greenhow, engaged in
affairs with powerful Northern politicians to
gather intelligence for the Confederacy, and
used her young daughter to send information to
Southern generals. Elizabeth Van Lew, a wealthy
Richmond abolitionist, hid behind her proper
Southern manners as she orchestrated a farreaching espionage ring, right under the noses
of suspicious rebel detectives. Using a wealth of
primary source material and interviews with the
spies’ descendants, Abbott seamlessly weaves
the adventures of these four heroines
throughout the tumultuous years of the war.
With a cast of real-life characters including Walt
Whitman, Nathaniel Hawthorne, General
Stonewall Jackson, detective Allan Pinkerton,
Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln, and Emperor
Napoleon III, Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy
draws you into the war as these daring women
lived it. Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy contains
39 black & photos and 3 maps.
Sisterhood of Spies - Elizabeth P. McIntosh
2009-03-01
Traces the life of a member of the OSS and the
women who served undercover during World
War II, detailing Nazi interrogations and
expeditions behind enemy lines
Courageous Women of the Civil War - M. Cordell
2016-08-01
These women took action in many ways:
disguised as soldiers, working as field medics, as
spies risking death to secure or pass along
information, and more. Contextualizing sidebars
and Civil War history are woven seamlessly
throughout, giving students a clear overview of
the war in addition to the spotlight on often
overlooked women's roles. Also included are
numerous historic photos, source notes, and a
bibliography, making this an invaluable resource
for any student's or history buff's bookshelf.
Code Girls - Liza Mundy 2017-10-10
The award-winning New York Times bestseller
about the American women who secretly served
as codebreakers during World War II--a
"prodigiously researched and engrossing" (New
York Times) book that "shines a light on a hidden
chapter of American history" (Denver Post).
Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small
towns and elite colleges, more than ten thousand
women served as codebreakers during World
women-wartime-spies-women-s-history-series-womens-history

War II. While their brothers and boyfriends took
up arms, these women moved to Washington and
learned the meticulous work of code-breaking.
Their efforts shortened the war, saved countless
lives, and gave them access to careers
previously denied to them. A strict vow of
secrecy nearly erased their efforts from history;
now, through dazzling research and interviews
with surviving code girls, bestselling author Liza
Mundy brings to life this riveting and vital story
of American courage, service, and scientific
accomplishment.
The Woman All Spies Fear - Amy Butler
Greenfield 2021-10-26
An inspiring true story, perfect for fans of
Hidden Figures, about an American woman who
pioneered codebreaking in WWI and WWII but
was only recently recognized for her
extraordinary contributions. A YALSA
EXCELLENCE IN NONFICTION FINALIST • A
KIRKUS BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR Elizebeth
Smith Friedman had a rare talent for spotting
patterns and solving puzzles. These skills led her
to become one of the top cryptanalysts in
America during both World War I and World War
II. She originally came to code breaking through
her love for Shakespeare when she was hired by
an eccentric millionaire to prove that
Shakespeare's plays had secret messages in
them. Within a year, she had learned so much
about code breaking that she was a star in the
making. She went on to play a major role
decoding messages during WWI and WWII and
also for the Coast Guard's war against
smugglers. Elizebeth and her husband, William,
became the top code-breaking team in the US,
and she did it all at a time when most women
weren't welcome in the workforce. Amy Butler
Greenfield is an award-winning historian and
novelist who aims to shed light on this female
pioneer of the STEM community.
Stepdaughters of History - Catherine Clinton
2016-11-02
In Stepdaughters of History, noted scholar
Catherine Clinton reflects on the roles of women
as historical actors within the field of Civil War
studies and examines the ways in which
historians have redefined female wartime
participation. Clinton contends that despite the
recent attention, white and black women’s
contributions remain shrouded in myth and
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sidelined in traditional historical narratives. Her
work tackles some of these well-worn
assumptions, dismantling prevailing attitudes
that consign women to the footnotes of Civil War
texts. Clinton highlights some of the debates, led
by emerging and established Civil War scholars,
which seek to demolish demeaning and limiting
stereotypes of southern women as simpering
belles, stoic Mammies, Rebel spitfires, or sultry
spies. Such caricatures mask the more concrete
and compelling struggles within the
Confederacy, and in Clinton’s telling, a far more
balanced and vivid understanding of women’s
roles within the wartime South emerges. New
historical evidence has given rise to fresh
insights, including important revisionist
literature on women’s overt and covert
participation in activities designed to challenge
the rebellion and on white women’s roles in
reshaping the war’s legacy in postwar
narratives. Increasingly, Civil War scholarship
integrates those women who defied gender
conventions to assume men’s roles—including
those few who gained notoriety as spies, scouts,
or soldiers during the war. As Clinton’s work
demonstrates, the larger questions of women’s
wartime contributions remain important
correctives to our understanding of the war’s
impact. Through a fuller appreciation of the
dynamics of sex and race, Stepdaughters of
History promises a broader conversation in the
twenty-first century, inviting readers to continue
to confront the conundrums of the American
Civil War. “Spies, smugglers, nurses, plantation
mistresses, liberators of slaves, traders, writers,
freedom fighters, wives, and mothers—Catherine
Clinton considers the many roles of diverse
groups of southern women from the Civil War to
the late nineteenth century in these lively and
provocative essays.”—Jacqueline Jones, author of
Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women,
Work, and the Family from Slavery to the
Present “Clinton's sweeping synthesis is a timely
call for rethinking women's roles in the Civil
War. Her panoramic view of the existing
scholarship, her revealing new histories, and the
questions that she raises for the future offer a
rich scholarly feast that is useful for
undergraduates and seasoned historians
alike.”—Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Peter V. and
C. Vann Woodward Professor of History, Yale
women-wartime-spies-women-s-history-series-womens-history

University “Stepdaughters of History is a timely
treatise on the legacy of the Civil War and how
Americans both remember and forget the
women who dreamt and helped build the
landscape with which we reside. The writing is
accessible and engaging. Clinton integrates
gender studies, political history, and current
events into this slim volume and challenges us to
continue to build a Civil War historiography that
is full and more honest.”—Deirdre CooperOwens, professor of history, Queens College,
CUNY “Catherine Clinton delights in
disentangling the ambiguities and contradictions
of the experiences of southern women, whether
they were free or enslaved or rich or poor, in
Stepdaughters of History. In this beautifully
written volume, she explores how the field of
Civil War history has demolished the Lost Cause
shibboleths of the devoted mammy and the
submissive plantation mistress. Clinton reminds
us that history should never offer the comfort of
a bedtime story, and in Stepdaughters of History
there is plenty for us to ponder late into the
night.”—Peter Carmichael, director of the Civil
War Institute and author of The Last Generation:
Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion
The Lost Girls of Paris - Pam Jenoff
2019-01-29
Three women. One daring mission. 1946. One
morning while passing through Grand Central
Terminal, Grace Healey finds an abandoned
suitcase tucked beneath a bench. Inside is a
dozen photographs—each of a different woman.
Grace soon learns that the suitcase belonged to
Eleanor Trigg, leader of a network of female
secret agents deployed out of London during the
war. Twelve of these women were sent to
Occupied Europe as couriers and radio
operators to aid the resistance, but they never
returned home. Setting out to learn the truth
behind the women in the photographs, Grace
finds herself drawn to a young mother turned
agent named Marie, whose mission overseas
reveals a remarkable story of friendship, valor
and betrayal. In this riveting story inspired by
true events, Pam Jenoff weaves a tale of
courage, sisterhood and the great strength of
women to survive in the hardest of
circumstances. Don’t miss Pam Jenoff’s new
novel, Code Name Sapphire, a riveting tale of
bravery and resistance during World War II.
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Read these other sweeping epics from New York
Times bestselling author Pam Jenoff: The Woman
with the Blue Star The Orphan’s Tale The
Ambassador’s Daughter The Diplomat’s Wife The
Kommandant's Girl The Last Summer at Chelsea
Beach The Winter Guest
Women in World History - Bonnie G. Smith
2019-10-31
Women in World History brings together the
most recent scholarship in women's and world
history in a single volume covering the period
from 1450 to the present, enabling readers to
understand women's relationship to world
developments over the past five hundred years.
Women have served the world as unfree people,
often forced to migrate as slaves, trafficked sex
workers, and indentured laborers working off
debts. Diseases have migrated through women's
bodies and women themselves have deliberately
spread religious belief and fervor as well as
ideas. They have been global authors, soldiers,
and astronauts encircling the globe and moving
far beyond it. They have written classics in
political and social thought and crafted literary
and artistic works alongside others who were
revolutionaries and reform-minded activists.
Historical scholarship has shown that there is
virtually no part of the world where women's
presence is not manifest, whether in archives,
oral testimonials, personal papers, the material
record, evidence of disease and famine, myth
and religious teachings, and myriad other forms
of documentation. As these studies mount, the
idea of surveying women's past on a global basis
becomes daunting. This book aims to redress
this situation and offer a synthetic world history
of women in modern times.
Women Warriors and Wartime Spies of China Louise Edwards 2016-03-29
In this compelling new study, Louise Edwards
explores the lives of some of China's most
famous women warriors and wartime spies
through history. Focusing on key figures
including Hua Mulan, Zheng Pingru and Liu
Hulan, this book examines the ways in which
these extraordinary women have been
commemorated through a range of cultural
mediums including film, theatre, museums and
textbooks. Whether perceived as heroes or antiheroes, Edwards shows that both the popular
and official presentation of these women and
women-wartime-spies-women-s-history-series-womens-history

their accomplishments has evolved in line with
China's shifting political values and
circumstances over the past one hundred years.
Written in a lively and accessible style with
illustrations throughout, this book sheds new
light on the relationship between gender and
militarisation and the ways that women have
been exploited to glamorise war both historically
in the past and in China today.
A Woman of No Importance - Sonia Purnell
2020-03-24
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Chosen as a
BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR by NPR, the New
York Public Library, Amazon, the Seattle Times,
the Washington Independent Review of Books,
PopSugar, the Minneapolis Star Tribune,
BookBrowse, the Spectator, and the Times of
London Winner of the Plutarch Award for Best
Biography “Excellent…This book is as riveting as
any thriller, and as hard to put down.” -- The
New York Times Book Review "A compelling
biography of a masterful spy, and a reminder of
what can be done with a few brave people -- and
a little resistance." - NPR "A meticiulous history
that reads like a thriller." - Ben Macintyre A
never-before-told story of Virginia Hall, the
American spy who changed the course of World
War II, from the author of Clementine. In 1942,
the Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission:
"She is the most dangerous of all Allied spies.
We must find and destroy her." The target in
their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore
socialite who talked her way into Special
Operations Executive, the spy organization
dubbed Winston Churchill's "Ministry of
Ungentlemanly Warfare." She became the first
Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines and-despite her prosthetic leg--helped to light the
flame of the French Resistance, revolutionizing
secret warfare as we know it. Virginia
established vast spy networks throughout
France, called weapons and explosives down
from the skies, and became a linchpin for the
Resistance. Even as her face covered wanted
posters and a bounty was placed on her head,
Virginia refused order after order to evacuate.
She finally escaped through a death-defying hike
over the Pyrenees into Spain, her cover blown.
But she plunged back in, adamant that she had
more lives to save, and led a victorious guerilla
campaign, liberating swathes of France from the
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Nazis after D-Day. Based on new and extensive
research, Sonia Purnell has for the first time
uncovered the full secret life of Virginia Hall--an
astounding and inspiring story of heroism,
spycraft, resistance, and personal triumph over
shocking adversity. A Woman of No Importance
is the breathtaking story of how one woman's
fierce persistence helped win the war.
The Role of Female Confederate Spies in the
Civil War - Hallie Murray 2019-12-15
Barred from fighting for their beliefs on the
battlefield, though many tried, Southern women
served the Confederacy in other ways, like
through the timeless art of espionage.
Confederate women used their wits, charm, and
beauty to discover Union secrets and carry out
covert operations for the war efforts. This
insightful book highlights these little-discussed
Confederate figures, including the famously
persuasive Rose O'Neal. Readers will meet the
Moon sisters, who used their acting skills to
smuggle information and supplies under the
noses of Union soldiers using all manner of
disguises.
Women Heroes of World War I - Kathryn
Atwood 2014-06-01
A commemoration of brave yet largely forgotten
women who served in the First World War In
time for the 2014 centennial of the start of the
Great War, this book brings to life the brave and
often surprising exploits of 16 fascinating
women from around the world who served their
countries at a time when most of them didn’t
even have the right to vote. Readers meet 17year-old Frenchwoman Emilienne Moreau, who
assisted the Allies as a guide and set up a firstaid post in her home to attend to the wounded;
Russian peasant Maria Bochkareva, who joined
the Imperial Russian Army by securing the
personal permission of Tsar Nicholas II, was
twice wounded in battle and decorated for
bravery, and created and led the all-women
combat unit the “Women’s Battalion of Death”
on the eastern front; and American journalist
Madeleine Zabriskie Doty, who risked her life to
travel twice to Germany during the war in order
to report back the truth, whatever the cost.
These and other suspense-filled stories of brave
girls and women are told through the use of
engaging narrative, dialogue, direct quotes, and
document and diary excerpts to lend authenticity
women-wartime-spies-women-s-history-series-womens-history

and immediacy. Introductory material opens
each section to provide solid historical context,
and each profile includes informative sidebars
and “Learn More” lists of relevant books and
websites, making this a fabulous resource for
students, teachers, parents, libraries, and
homeschoolers.
Women Warriors and Wartime Spies of China Louise Edwards 2016-04-07
Explores China's most famous women warriors
and wartime spies, shedding new light on the
relationship between gender and militarisation.
Hidden in History: The Untold Stories of Women
During World War I and World War II - Rachel
Basinger 2019-05-28
In 2013, the U.S. Secretary of Defense officially
lifted the ban on women in the military serving
in combat. But a century before, women were
involved with the military in ways you might not
realize. In both World War I and World War II,
women across the globe were invaluable to their
home countries, regardless of which side they
fought on. For much of the 20th century, it was
common for most women to be housewives. But
with most men off fighting on the front, it was up
to the women to keep their countries running.
Many women supported the war effort in
traditional ways, like planting victory gardens
and buying war bonds, but they also held titles
like spy, war correspondent, code breaker, and
pilot. A few women even disguised themselves as
men to join them in battle. With “Hidden in
History: The Untold Stories of Women During
World War I and World War II,” the oftenforgotten role of women from across the globe
who served on the front lines and on the home
front is remembered and honored. Brave women
crossed battle lines and served their nation as
real-life Rosie the Riveters, changing the role of
women in society forever. From Ida Mullerthal,
the World War I spy with classified information
tattooed on her back to Mary Amanda Sabourin,
one of the first female U.S. Marines, read the
untold stories of what the American War
Department called “the vast reserve of woman
power.”
Courageous Women of the Civil War - M. R.
Cordell 2016-07-01
15 remarkable women receive the spotlight they
deserve in this lively collection of biographical
profiles. These women took action in many ways:
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disguised as soldiers, working as field medics, as
spies risking death to secure or pass along
information, and more. Contextualizing sidebars
and Civil War history are woven seamlessly
throughout, giving students a clear overview of
the war in addition to the spotlight on often
overlooked women s roles. Also included are
numerous historic photos, source notes, and a
bibliography, making this an invaluable resource
for any student s or history buff s bookshelf."
The Spy Who Loved - Clare Mulley 2013-06-11
"Documents the story of a first British female
agent in World War II, providing coverage of her
mixed heritage, daring missions in numerous
countries, significant intelligence contributions
and subsequent murder by an obsessive
colleague. By the award-winning author of The
Woman Who Saved the Children."
Behind enemy lines - Juliette Pattinson
2021-07-08
Behind enemy lines is an examination of gender
relations in wartime using the Special
Operations Executive as a case study. Drawing
on personal testimonies, in particular oral
history and autobiography, as well as official
records and film, it explores the extraordinary
experiences of male and female agents who were
recruited and trained by a British organisation
and infiltrated into Nazi-Occupied France to
encourage sabotage and subversion during the
Second World War. With its original
interpretation of a wealth of primary sources, it
examines how these ordinary, law-abiding
civilians were transformed into para-military
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secret agents, equipped with silent killing
techniques and trained in unarmed combat. This
fascinating, timely and engaging book is
concerned with the ways in which the SOE
veterans reconstruct their wartime experiences
of recruitment, training, clandestine work and
for some, their captivity, focusing specifically
upon the significance of gender and their
attempts to pass as French civilians. This
examination of the agents of an officiallysponsored insurgent organisation makes a major
contribution to British socio-cultural history, war
studies and gender studies and will appeal to
both the general reader, as well as to those in
the academic community.
Women in the Civil War - Phyllis Raybin Emert
1995
A collection of essays, journals and letters
present women's various roles during the Civil
War.
The Role of Female Spies in World War II Hallie Murray 2019-12-15
Although spying has always been a part of
warfare, espionage didn't become an official part
of American war efforts until World War II. The
United States government established the Office
of Strategic Services, which employed spies,
translators, map readers, and code breakers to
help gather information. Many of these roles
were filled by women. This compelling book tells
the riveting stories of six of these lady spies,
including singer Josephine Baker, who smuggled
military secrets on her sheet music; model and
countess Aline Griffith; and the dangerously
effective "Limping Lady," Virginia Hall.
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