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Between the Dark and the Daylight - Ed Gorman 2011-06-01
Crime fiction’s biggest names have been rounded up for a truly
impressive collection of 2008’s best short stories. Featuring authors like
Michael Connelly, Charlaine Harris, and 2009 Edgar Award winner T.
Jefferson Parker, this volume should be on the shelf of every mystery fan.
Conversation Pieces - Kurt Brown 2007
Presents a collection of poetic responses to other poems, arranged in
such categories as variations on a theme, rebukes and rebuttals, and
homages, and including poems by Donne, W.H. Auden, Ogden Nash, and
Sharon Olds.
The A to Z Encyclopedia of Serial Killers - Harold Schechter
2012-11-27
Bestselling true-crime writer Harold Schechter, a leading authority on
serial killers, and coauthor David Everitt offer a guided tour through the
bizarre and blood-chilling world of serial murder. Through hundreds of
detailed entries that span the entire spectrum -- the shocking crimes, the
infamous perpetrators, and much more -- they examine all angles of a
gruesome cultural phenomenon that grips our imagination. From Art
(both by and about serial killers) to Zeitgeist (how killers past and
present embody their times)...from Groupies (even the most sadistic
killer can claim devoted fans) to Marriage (the perfect domestic disguise
for demented killers)...from Homebodies (psychos who slay in the
comfort of their homes) to Plumbing (how clogged drains have undone
the most discreet killer), THE A TO Z ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SERIAL
KILLERS is the ultimate reference for anyone compelled by the
personalities and pathologies behind the most disturbing of crimes.
The Serial Killer Files - Harold Schechter 2003-12-30
THE DEFINITIVE DOSSIER ON HISTORY’S MOST HEINOUS!
Hollywood’s make-believe maniacs like Jason, Freddy, and Hannibal
Lecter can’t hold a candle to real life monsters like John Wayne Gacy,
Ted Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, and scores of others who have terrorized,
tortured, and terminated their way across civilization throughout the
ages. Now, from the much-acclaimed author of Deviant, Deranged, and
Depraved, comes the ultimate resource on the serial killer phenomenon.
Rigorously researched and packed with the most terrifying, up-to-date
information, this innovative and highly compelling compendium covers
every aspect of multiple murderers—from psychology to cinema,
fetishism to fan clubs, “trophies” to trading cards. Discover: WHO THEY
ARE: Those featured include Ed Gein, the homicidal mama’s boy who
inspired fiction’s most famous Psycho, Norman Bates; Angelo Buono and
Kenneth Bianchi, sex-crazed killer cousins better known as the Hillside
Stranglers; and the Beanes, a fifteenth-century cave-dwelling clan with
an insatiable appetite for human flesh HOW THEY KILL: They shoot,
stab, and strangle. Butcher, bludgeon, and burn. Drown, dismember, and
devour . . . and other methods of massacre too many and monstrous to
mention here. WHY THEY DO IT: For pleasure and for profit. For
celebrity and for “companionship.” For the devil and for dinner. For the
thrill of it, for the hell of it, and because “such men are monsters, who
live . . . beyond the frontiers of madness.” PLUS: in-depth case studies,
classic killers’ nicknames, definitions of every kind of deviance and
derangement, and much, much more. For more than one hundred
profiles of lethal loners and killer couples, Bluebeards and black widows,
cannibals and copycats— this is an indispensable, spine-tingling, eyepopping investigation into the dark hearts and mad minds of that twisted
breed of human whose crimes are the most frightening . . . and
fascinating.
Exceptional Crime in Early Modern Spain - Elena del Río Parra
2019-06-17
In Exceptional Crime in Early Modern Spain Elena del Río Parra brings
together a myriad of criminal accounts to examine the aesthetic and
rhetorical construction of violent murder and its cultural stance in early
modern Spain.
The Devil's Gentleman - Harold Schechter 2008-09-30
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From renowned true-crime historian Harold Schechter, whom The
Boston Book Review hails as “America’s principal chronicler of its
greatest psychopathic killers,” comes the riveting exploration of a
notorious, sensational New York City murder in the 1890s, the
fascinating forensic science of an earlier age, and the explosively
dramatic trial that became a tabloid sensation at the turn of the century.
Death was by poison and came in the mail: A package of Bromo Seltzer
had been anonymously sent to Harry Cornish, the popular athletic
director of Manhattan’s elite Knickerbocker Athletic Club. Cornish barely
survived swallowing a small dose; his cousin Mrs. Katherine Adams died
in agony after ingesting the toxic brew. Scandal sheets owned by Hearst
and Pulitzer eagerly jumped on this story of fatal high-society intrigue,
speculating that the devious killer was a chemist, a woman, or “an
effeminate man.” Forensic studies suggested cyanide as the cause of
death; handwriting on the deadly package and the vestige of a label
glued to the bottle pointed to a handsome, athletic society scamp, Roland
Molineux. The wayward son of a revered Civil War general, Molineux had
clashed bitterly with Cornish before. He had even furiously denounced
Cornish when penning his resignation from the Knickerbocker Club, a
letter that later proved a major clue. Bon vivant Molineux had recently
wed the sensuous Blanche Chesebrough, an opera singer whose former
lover, Henry Barnet, had also recently died . . . after taking medicine
sent to him through the mail. Molineux’s subsequent indictment for
murder led to two explosive trials, a sex-infused scandal that shocked the
nation, and a lurid print-media circus that ended in madness and a proud
family’s disgrace. In bold, brilliant strokes, Schechter captures all the
colors of the tumultuous legal case, gathering his own evidence and
tackling subjects no one dared address at the time–all in hopes of
answering the tantalizing question: What powerfully dark motives could
drive the wealthy scion of an eminent New York family to foul murder?
Schechter vividly portrays the case’s fascinating cast of characters,
including Julian Hawthorne, son of Nathaniel Hawthorne, a prolific
yellow journalist who covered the story, and proud General Edward
Leslie Molineux, whose son’s ignoble deeds besmirched a dignified
national hero’s final years. All the while Schechter brings alive
Manhattan’s Gilded Age: a gaslit world of elegant town houses and
hidden bordellos, chic restaurants and shabby opium dens, a city peopled
by men and women fighting and losing the battle against urges an
upright era had ordered suppressed. Superbly researched and powerfully
written, The Devil’s Gentleman is an insightful, gripping work, a truecrime historian’s crowning achievement.
Celebrated Criminal Cases of America - Thomas Samuel Duke 1910
Deranged - Harold Schechter 2009-11-24
LURED FROM THE SAFETY OF HOME -- INTO THE JAWS OF HELL
"America's principal chronicler of its greatest psychopathic killers" (The
Boston Book Review), Harold Schechter shatters the myth that violent
crime is a modern phenomenon -- with this seamless true account of
unvarnished horror from the early twentieth century. Journey inside the
demented mind of Albert Fish -- pedophile, sadist, and cannibal killer -and discover that bloodlust knows no time or place.... On a warm spring
day in 1928, a kindly, white-haired man appeared at the Budd family
home in New York City, and soon persuaded Mr. and Mrs. Budd to let
him take their adorable little girl, Grace, on an outing. The Budds never
guessed that they had entrusted their child to a monster. After a
relentless six-year search and nationwide press coverage, the mystery of
Grace Budd's disappearance was solved -- and a crime of unparalleled
gore and revulsion was revealed to a stunned American public. What
Albert Fish did to Grace Budd, and perhaps fifteen other young children,
caused experts to pronounce him the most deranged human being they
had ever seen.
Psycho USA - Harold Schechter 2012-08-07
AMERICA’S MOST COLD-BLOODED! In the horrifying annals of
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American crime, the infamous names of brutal killers such as Bundy,
Dahmer, Gacy, and Berkowitz are writ large in the imaginations of a
public both horrified and hypnotized by their monstrous, murderous acts.
But for every celebrity psychopath who’s gotten ink for spilling blood,
there’s a bevy of all-but-forgotten homicidal fiends studding the bloody
margins of U.S. history. The law gave them their just desserts, but now
the hugely acclaimed author of The Serial Killer Files and The Whole
Death Catalog gives them their dark due in this absolutely riveting truecrime treasury. Among America’s most cold-blooded you’ll meet • Robert
Irwin, “The Mad Sculptor”: He longed to use his carving skills on the
woman he loved—but had to settle for making short work of her mother
and sister instead. • Peter Robinson, “The Tell-Tale Heart Killer”: It took
two days and four tries for him to finish off his victim, but no time at all
for keen-eyed cops to spot the fatal flaw in his floor plan. • Anton Probst,
“The Monster in the Shape of a Man”: The ax-murdering immigrant’s
systematic slaughter of all eight members of a Pennsylvania farm family
matched the savagery of the Manson murders a century later. • Edward
H. Ruloff, “The Man of Two Lives”: A genuine Jekyll and Hyde, his
brilliant scholarship disguised his bloodthirsty brutality, and his
oversized brain gave new meaning to “mastermind.” Spurred by profit,
passion, paranoia, or perverse pleasure, these killers—the Witch of
Staten Island, the Smutty Nose Butcher, the Bluebeard of Quiet Dell, and
many others—span three centuries and a host of harrowing murder
methods. Dramatized in the pages of penny dreadfuls, sensationalized in
tabloid headlines, and immortalized in “murder ballads” and classic
fiction by Edgar Allan Poe and Theodore Dreiser, the demonic denizens
of Psycho USA may be long gone to the gallows—but this insidiously
irresistible slice of gothic Americana will ensure that they’ll no longer be
forgotten.
A Gift Upon the Shore - M.K. Wren 2013-12-01
“A poignant expression of the durability, grace, and potential of the
human spirit” set in a post-nuclear dystopia where words are worth
killing for (Jean M. Auel, author of the Earth’s Children series). By the
late twenty-first century, civilization has nearly been destroyed by
overpopulation, economic chaos, horrific disease, and a global war that
brought a devastating nuclear winter. On the Oregon coast, two
women—writer Mary Hope and painter Rachel Morrow—embark on an
audacious project to help save future generations: the preservation of
books, both their own and any they can find at nearby abandoned houses.
For years, they labor in solitude. Then they encounter a young man who
comes from a group of survivors in the South. They call their community
the Ark. Rachel and Mary see the possibility of civilization rising again.
But they realize with trepidation that the Arkites believe in only one
book—the Judeo-Christian bible—and regard all other books as
blasphemous. And those who go against the word of God must be
cleansed from the Earth . . . In this “thought-provoking” novel of
humanity, hope, and horror, M.K. Wren displays “her passionate concern
with what gives life meaning (Library Journal).
A Companion to Crime Fiction - Charles J. Rzepka 2020-07-13
A Companion to Crime Fiction presents the definitive guide to this
popular genre from its origins in the eighteenth century to the present
day A collection of forty-seven newly commissioned essays from a team
of leading scholars across the globe make this Companion the definitive
guide to crime fiction Follows the development of the genre from its
origins in the eighteenth century through to its phenomenal present day
popularity Features full-length critical essays on the most significant
authors and film-makers, from Arthur Conan Doyle and Dashiell
Hammett to Alfred Hitchcock and Martin Scorsese exploring the ways in
which they have shaped and influenced the field Includes extensive
references to the most up-to-date scholarship, and a comprehensive
bibliography
The Fact of a Body - Alexandria Marzano-Lesnevich 2017-05-16
"Complex and challenging... push[es] the boundaries of writing about
trauma." —The New York Times “A True Crime Masterpiece” – Vogue
Entertainment Weekly "Must" List and Best Books of the Year So Far
Real Simple's Best New Books Guardian Best Book of the Year Lambda
Literary Award Winner Chautauqua Prize Winner "The Fact of a Body is
one of the best books I've read this year. It's just astounding." — Paula
Hawkins, author of Into the Water and The Girl on the Train "This book is
a marvel. The Fact of a Body is equal parts gripping and haunting and
will leave you questioning whether any one story can hold the full truth."
— Celeste Ng, author of the New York Times bestselling Everything I
Never Told You and Little Fires Everywhere Before Alex MarzanoLesnevich begins a summer job at a law firm in Louisiana, working to
help defend men accused of murder, they think their position is clear.
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The child of two lawyers, they are staunchly anti-death penalty. But the
moment convicted murderer Ricky Langley’s face flashes on the screen
as they review old tapes—the moment they hear him speak of his crimes - they are overcome with the feeling of wanting him to die. Shocked by
their reaction, they dig deeper and deeper into the case. Despite their
vastly different circumstances, something in his story is unsettlingly,
uncannily familiar. Crime, even the darkest and most unsayable acts, can
happen to any one of us. As Alex pores over the facts of the murder, they
find themself thrust into the complicated narrative of Ricky’s childhood.
And by examining the details of Ricky’s case, they are forced to face their
own story, to unearth long-buried family secrets, and reckon with a past
that colors their view of Ricky's crime. But another surprise awaits: They
weren’t the only one who saw their life in Ricky’s. An intellectual and
emotional thriller that is also a different kind of murder mystery, THE
FACT OF A BODY is a book not only about how the story of one crime
was constructed -- but about how we grapple with our own personal
histories. Along the way it tackles questions about the nature of
forgiveness, and if a single narrative can ever really contain something
as definitive as the truth. This groundbreaking, heart-stopping work, ten
years in the making, shows how the law is more personal than we would
like to believe -- and the truth more complicated, and powerful, than we
could ever imagine.
Syncing the Americas - Ryan Anthony Spangler 2017-12-18
This book focuses on José Martí's reflections and critique of social,
cultural, and political events in the United States between the years of
1880 and 1895, bringing together some of the most recognized scholars
from the United States, Cuba, South America, and Europe studying Martí
in a unique contribution and collaborative international effort.
Did You Hear What Eddie Gein Done? - Eric Powell 2021-08-24
“It is fantastic! Not only is Eric Powell's art on point, but Harold
Schechter introduces some new ideas about Ed Gein that have never
been heard.” - THE LAST PODCAST ON THE LEFT “A natural choice for
true-crime fans.”―BOOKLIST “As extensively researched as the Alan
Moore/Eddie Campbell Jack the Ripper graphic novel From Hell, ”Did
You Hear What Eddie Gein Done?” is a masterpiece of the form, standing
as the best possible dramatization of Ed Gein's tale in any
medium.”―BLOODY DISGUSTING “This is a new true crime comics
essential.”―SYFY WIRE One of the greats in the field of true crime
literature, Harold Schechter (Deviant, The Serial Killer Files, Hell's
Princess), teams with five-time Eisner Award-winning graphic novelist
Eric Powell (The Goon, Big Man Plans, Hillbilly) to bring you the tale of
one of the most notoriously deranged serial killers in American history,
Ed Gein. Did You Hear What Eddie Gein Done? is an in-depth exploration
of the Gein family and what led to the creation of the necrophile who
haunted the dreams of 1950s America and inspired such films as Psycho,
The Texas Chainsaw Massacre and The Silence of the Lambs.
Painstakingly researched and illustrated, Schechter and Powell's true
crime graphic novel takes the Gein story out of the realms of exploitation
and gives the reader a fact-based dramatization of these tragic, psychotic
and heartbreaking events. Because, in this case, the truth needs no
embellishment to be horrifying.
Murder Book - Hilary Fitzgerald Campbell 2021-11-09
A humorous graphic investigation of the author's obsession with true
crime, the murders that have most captivated her throughout her life,
and a love letter to her fellow true-crime fanatics. Why is it so much fun
to read about death and dismemberment? In Murder Book, lifelong truecrime obsessive and New Yorker cartoonist Hilary Fitzgerald Campbell
tries to puzzle out the answer. An unconventional graphic exploration of
a lifetime of Ann Rule super-fandom, amateur armchair sleuthing, and a
deep dive into the high-profile murders that have fascinated the author
for decades, this is a funny, thoughtful, and highly personal blend of
memoir, cultural criticism, and true crime with a focus on the oftenoverlooked victims of notorious killers.
Race, Gender and Empire in American Detective Fiction - John Cullen
Gruesser 2013-08-29
This book highlights detection’s malleability by analyzing the works of
particular groups of authors from specific time periods written in
response to other texts. It traces the roles that gender, race and empire
have played in American detective fiction from Edgar Allan Poe’s works
through the myriad variations upon them published before 1920 to hardboiled fiction (the origins of which derive in part from turn-of-the-20thcentury notions about gender, race and nationality), and it concludes
with a discussion of contemporary mystery series with inner-city settings
that address black male and female heroism.
Deviant - Harold Schechter 2010-05-11
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The truth behind the twisted crimes that inspired the films Psycho, The
Texas Chain Saw Massacre, and The Silence of the Lambs... From
“America’s principal chronicler of its greatest psychopathic killers” (The
Boston Book Review) comes the definitive account of Ed Gein, a mildmannered Wisconsin farmhand who stunned an unsuspecting
nation—and redefined the meaning of the word “psycho.” The year was
1957. The place was an ordinary farmhouse in America’s heartland, filled
with extraordinary evidence of unthinkable depravity. The man behind
the massacre was a slight, unassuming Midwesterner with a strange
smile—and even stranger attachment to his domineering mother. After
her death and a failed attempt to dig up his mother’s body from the local
cemetery, Gein turned to other grave robberies and, ultimately, multiple
murders. Driven to commit gruesome and bizarre acts beyond all
imagining, Ed Gein remains one of the most deranged minds in the
annals of American homicide. This is his story—recounted in fascinating
and chilling detail by Harold Schechter, one of the most acclaimed truecrime storytellers of our time.
Psycho Paths - Philip L. Simpson 2000
This is a broad overview of the evolving serial killer genre in the two
media most responsible for its popularity: literature and cinema of the
1980s and 1990s. The author theorizes that the serial killer genre results
from a combination of earlier genre depictions of multiple murderers.
Masters of True Crime - R. Barri Flowers 2012-07-24
Spanning murder cases from the beginning of the twentieth century to
today, this is a must-read for fans of true crime and will also be
compelling to mystery and thriller readers. The contributors include
Harold Schechter, Katherine Ramsland, Carol Anne Davis, Burl Barer,
and other leading writers in this genre. In February 1975, nine-year-old
Marcia Trimble left her house in Nashville to deliver Girl Scout cookies
in the neighborhood. She never returned. After a massive but fruitless
search, her body was discovered on Easter Sunday. Outrage and horror
gripped the community of Nashville, but the murder investigation was
frustrated at every turn. The case went cold for three decades until it
was finally solved. In January 1997, Herbert Blitzstein was found
murdered in the living room of his Las Vegas townhouse. A notorious
mob insider, "Fat Herbie" had pursued loan sharking and other rackets
for decades. Now, Blitzstein had been dispatched gangland style—by
three bullets to the back of the head—in what appeared to be a classic
contract killing. But the details of who killed him and why turned out to
be much more complicated, and the real motives and circumstances
remain murky to this day. These are just two examples of the riveting
stories assembled in this unparalleled collection of some of the top truecrime writers in the world. Each of the seventeen contributors draws on
his or her own strengths, backgrounds, interests, and research skills to
describe in a vivid narrative not only the facts of each notorious case but
also the terrible emotions and macabre circumstances surrounding the
crimes.
The Trial of Lizzie Borden - Cara Robertson 2020-03-10
In Cara Robertson’s “enthralling new book,” The Trial of Lizzie Borden,
“the reader is to serve as judge and jury” (The New York Times). Based
on twenty years of research and recently unearthed evidence, this true
crime and legal history is the “definitive account to date of one of
America’s most notorious and enduring murder mysteries” (Publishers
Weekly, starred review). When Andrew and Abby Borden were brutally
hacked to death in Fall River, Massachusetts, in August 1892, the arrest
of the couple’s younger daughter Lizzie turned the case into
international news and her murder trial into a spectacle unparalleled in
American history. Reporters flocked to the scene. Well-known columnists
took up conspicuous seats in the courtroom. The defendant was
relentlessly scrutinized for signs of guilt or innocence. Everyone—rich
and poor, suffragists and social conservatives, legal scholars and
laypeople—had an opinion about Lizzie Borden’s guilt or innocence. Was
she a cold-blooded murderess or an unjustly persecuted lady? Did she or
didn’t she? An essential piece of American mythology, the popular
fascination with the Borden murders has endured for more than one
hundred years. Told and retold in every conceivable genre, the murders
have secured a place in the American pantheon of mythic horror. In
contrast, “Cara Robertson presents the story with the thoroughness one
expects from an attorney…Fans of crime novels will love it” (Kirkus
Reviews). Based on transcripts of the Borden legal proceedings,
contemporary newspaper accounts, unpublished local accounts, and
recently unearthed letters from Lizzie herself, The Trial of Lizzie Borden
is “a fast-paced, page-turning read” (Booklist, starred review) that offers
a window into America in the Gilded Age. This “remarkable” (Bustle)
book “should be at the top of your reading list” (PopSugar).
true-crime-an-american-anthology-harold-schechter

Kitty Genovese: The Murder, the Bystanders, the Crime that Changed
America - Kevin Cook 2014-03-03
"Vividly transforms Ms. Genovese from an iconic urban martyr to a threedimensional protagonist in a case that transformed the criminal justice
system." —Sam Roberts, New York Times In 1964 Catherine "Kitty"
Genovese was brutally stabbed to death on her front stoop in plain view
of numerous witnesses. Her sensational case provoked an anxious outcry
and became the stuff of urban legend. Kevin Cook’s “provocative” (Wall
Street Journal) investigation upends the simple story we thought we
knew. His unprecedented minute-by-minute reconstruction of the crime
shatters the fable of the 38 passive witnesses—a myth perpetuated by
the New York Times, movies, TV programs, and countless psychology
textbooks. For the first time, Cook introduces us to a neighbor who did
intervene, and he brings to life a vibrant and charismatic Kitty, working
(and dancing) her way through the colorful, fast-changing New York of
the ’60s.
Literary Executions - John Cyril Barton 2014-07-15
"In Literary Executions, John Barton analyzes nineteenth-century
representations of, responses to, and arguments for and against the
death penalty in the United States. The author creates a generative
dialogue between artistic relics and legal history. Novels, short stories,
poems, and creative nonfiction engage with legislative reports, trial
transcripts, legal documents, newspaper and journal articles, treatises,
and popular books (like The Record of Crimes and The Gallows, the
Prison, and the Poor House), all of which participated in the debate over
capital punishment. Barton focuses on several canonical figures--James
Fenimore Cooper, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Lydia Maria Child, Walt
Whitman, Herman Melville, and Theodore Dreiser--and offers new
readings of their work in light of the death penalty controversy. Barton
also gives close attention to a host of then-popular-but-now-forgotten
writers--particularly John Neal, Slidell MacKenzie, William Gilmore
Simms, Sylvester Judd, and George Lippard--whose work helped shape or
was in turn shaped by the influential anti-gallows movement. As
illustrated in the book's epigraph by Samuel Johnson -- "Depend upon it
Sir, when a man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates
his mind wonderfully" -- Barton argues that the high stakes of capital
punishment dramatize the confrontation between the citizen-subject and
sovereign authority. In bringing together the social and the aesthetic,
Barton traces the emergence of the modern State's administration of
lawful death. The book is intended primarily for literary scholars, but
cultural and legal historians will also find value in it, as will anyone
interested in the intersections among law, culture, and the humanities"-The Last Book on the Left - Ben Kissel 2020
An equal parts haunting and hilarious deep-dive review of history's most
notorious and cold-blooded serial killers, from the creators of the awardwinning Last Podcast on the Left
Did You Hear What Eddie Gein Done? - Eric Powell 2021-08-15
Signed Special Edition of "Did you Hear What Eddie Gein Done?"
The Murder of Helen Jewett - Patricia Cline Cohen 1999-06-29
In 1836, the murder of a young prostitute made headlines in New York
City and around the country, inaugurating a sex-and-death
sensationalism in news reporting that haunts us today. Patricia Cline
Cohen goes behind these first lurid accounts to reconstruct the story of
the mysterious victim, Helen Jewett. From her beginnings as a servant
girl in Maine, Helen Jewett refashioned herself, using four successive
aliases, into a highly paid courtesan. She invented life stories for herself
that helped her build a sympathetic clientele among New York City's
elite, and she further captivated her customers through her seductive
letters, which mixed elements of traditional feminine demureness with
sexual boldness. But she was to meet her match--and her nemesis--in a
youth called Richard Robinson. He was one of an unprecedented number
of young men who flooded into America's burgeoning cities in the 1830s
to satisfy the new business society's seemingly infinite need for clerks.
The son of an established Connecticut family, he was intense, arrogant,
and given to posturing. He became Helen Jewett's lover in a tempestuous
affair and ten months later was arrested for her murder. He stood trial in
a five-day courtroom drama that ended with his acquittal amid the cheers
of hundreds of fellow clerks and other spectators. With no conviction for
murder, nor closure of any sort, the case continued to tantalize the
public, even though Richard Robinson disappeared from view. Through
the Erie Canal, down the Ohio and the Mississippi, and by way of New
Orleans, he reached the wilds of Texas and a new life under a new name.
Through her meticulous and ingenious research, Patricia Cline Cohen
traces his life there and the many twists and turns of the lingering
mystery of the murder. Her stunning portrayals of Helen Jewett,
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Robinson, and their raffish, colorful nineteenth-century world make vivid
a frenetic city life and sexual morality whose complexities,
contradictions, and concerns resonate with those of our own time.
WBCN and the American Revolution - Bill Lichtenstein 2021-11-30
How Boston radio station WBCN became the hub of the rock-and-roll,
antiwar, psychedelic solar system. While San Francisco was celebrating a
psychedelic Summer of Love in 1967, Boston stayed buttoned up and
battened down. But that changed the following year, when a Harvard
Law School graduate student named Ray Riepen founded a radio station
that played music that young people, including the hundreds of
thousands at Boston-area colleges, actually wanted to hear. WBCN-FM
featured album cuts by such artists as the Mothers of Invention, Aretha
Franklin, and Cream, played by announcers who felt free to express their
opinions on subjects that ranged from recreational drugs to the war in
Vietnam. In this engaging and generously illustrated chronicle, Peabody
Award–winning journalist and one-time WBCN announcer Bill
Lichtenstein tells the story of how a radio station became part of a
revolution in youth culture. At WBCN, creativity and countercultural
politics ruled: there were no set playlists; news segments anticipated the
satire of The Daily Show; on-air interviewees ranged from John and Yoko
to Noam Chomsky; a telephone “Listener Line” fielded questions on any
subject, day and night. From 1968 to Watergate, Boston’s WBCN was the
hub of the rock-and-roll, antiwar, psychedelic solar system. A cornucopia
of images in color and black and white includes concert posters, news
clippings, photographs of performers in action, and scenes of joyousness
on Boston CommonInterwoven through the narrative are excerpts from
interviews with WBCN pioneers, including Charles Laquidara, the “news
dissector” Danny Schechter, Marsha Steinberg, and Mitchell Kertzman.
Lichtenstein’s documentary WBCN and the American Revolution is
available as a DVD sold separately.
The Rise of True Crime: 20th-Century Murder and American
Popular Culture - Jean Murley 2008-08-30
During the 1950s and 1960s True Detective magazine developed a new
way of narrating and understanding murder. It was more sensitive to
context, gave more psychologically sophisticated accounts, and was more
willing to make conjectures about the unknown thoughts and motivations
of killers than others had been before. This turned out to be the start of a
revolution, and, after a century of escalating accounts, we have now
become a nation of experts, with many ordinary people able to speak
intelligently about blood-spatter patterns and organized vs. disorganized
serial killers. The Rise of True Crime examines the various genres of true
crime using the most popular and well-known examples. And despite its
examination of some of the potentially negative effects of the genre, it is
written for people who read and enjoy true crime, and wish to learn more
about it. With skyrocketing crime rates and the appearance of a
frightening trend toward social chaos in the 1970s, books,
documentaries, and fiction films in the true crime genre tried to make
sense of the Charles Manson crimes and the Gary Gilmore execution
events. And in the 1980s and 1990s, true crime taught pop culture
consumers about forensics, profiling, and highly technical aspects of
criminology. We have thus now become a nation of experts, with many
ordinary people able to speak intelligently about blood-spatter patterns
and organized vs. disorganized serial killers. Through the suggestion that
certain kinds of killers are monstrous or outside the realm of human
morality, and through the perpetuation of the stranger-danger idea, the
true crime aesthetic has both responded to and fostered our culture's
fears. True crime is also the site of a dramatic confrontation with the
concept of evil, and one of the few places in American public discourse
where moral terms are used without any irony, and notions and
definitions of evil are presented without ambiguity. When seen within its
historical context, true crime emerges as a vibrant and meaningful
strand of popular culture, one that is unfortunately devalued as lurid and
meaningless pulp.
The Mad Sculptor - Harold Schechter 2014
An account of a brutal triple homicide in an exclusive neighborhood in
Depression-era New York draws on archival records to profile the killer,
a brilliant but deeply disturbed young sculptor, while documenting the
nationwide manhunt, tabloid scandals and courtroom dramas
surrounding the case. 20,000 first printing.
Ripped from the Headlines! - Harold Schechter 2020-07-07
Bestselling true-crime master Harold Schechter explores the real-life
headline-making psychos, serial murderers, thrill-hungry couples, and
lady-killers who inspired a century of classic films. The necktie murders
in Alfred Hitchcock's Frenzy; Chicago's Jazz Age crime of passion; the
fatal hookup in Looking for Mr. Goodbar; the high school horrors
true-crime-an-american-anthology-harold-schechter

committed by the costumed slasher in Scream. These and other
cinematic crimes have become part of pop-culture history. And each
found inspiration in true events that provided the raw material for our
greatest blockbusters, indie art films, black comedies, Hollywood
classics, and grindhouse horrors. So what's the reality behind Psycho,
Badlands, The Hills Have Eyes, A Place in the Sun, Arsenic and Old Lace,
and Dirty Harry? How did such tabloid-ready killers as Bonnie and Clyde,
body snatchers Burke and Hare, Texas sniper Charles Whitman Jr.,
nurse-slayer Richard Speck, and Leopold and Loeb exert their power on
the public imagination and become the stuff of movie lore? In this
collection of revelatory essays, true-crime historian Harold Schechter
takes a fascinating trip down the crossroads of fact and fiction to reveal
the sensational real-life stories that are more shocking, taboo, and
fantastic than even the most imaginative screenwriter can dream up.
Killer Colt - Harold Schechter 2010-09-28
With such acclaimed works as The Devil’s Gentleman, Harold Schechter
has earned renown as the dean of true-crime historians. Now, in this
gripping account of driving ambition, doomed love, and brutal murder in
an iconic American family, Schechter again casts his gaze into the
sinister shadows of gaslit nineteenth-century New York City. In
September 1841, a grisly discovery is made aboard a merchant ship
docked in lower Manhattan: Deep in the cargo hold, bound with rope and
covered with savage head wounds, lies a man’s naked corpse. While a
murderer has taken pains to conceal his victim’s identity, it takes little
time to determine that the dead man is Samuel Adams, proprietor of a
local printing firm. And in less time still, witnesses and a bloody trail of
clues lead investigators to the doorstep of the enigmatic John Colt. The
scion of a prosperous Connecticut family, Colt has defied his parents’
efforts to mold him into a gentleman—preferring to flout authority and
pursue excitement. Ironically, it is the ordered science of accountancy
that for a time lends him respectability. But now John Colt’s ghastly
crime and the subsequent sensational murder trial bring infamy to his
surname—even after it becomes synonymous with his visionary younger
brother’s groundbreaking invention. The embodiment of American
success, Sam Colt has risen from poor huckster to industrious inventor.
His greatest achievement, the revolver, will bring him untold millions
even as it transforms the American West. In John’s hour of need, Sam
rushes to his brother’s side—perhaps because of the secret they share. In
Gilded Age New York, a city awash with treacherous schemers, lurid
dime-museum curiosities, and the tawdry excesses of penny-press
journalism, the Colt-Adams affair inspires tabloid headlines of startling
and gruesome hyperbole, which in turn drive legions of thrill-seekers to
John Colt’s trial. The dramatic legal proceedings will fire the imagination
of pioneering crime writer Edgar Allan Poe and fuel the righteous
outrage of journalist Walt Whitman. Killer Colt interweaves the
intriguing stories of brooding, brilliant John and imaginative,
enterprising Sam—sharp-witted and fascinating brothers on vastly
divergent journeys, bound by an abiding mutual devotion and a mystery
they will conceal to the end. Harold Schechter has mined the darkly
macabre vein of a bygone era and brought forth a mother lode of
storytelling gold. From the Hardcover edition.
Bestial - Harold Schechter 2008-06-30
FROM SOCIAL OUTCAST TO NECROPHILE AND MURDERER -- HIS
APPALLING CRIMES STUNNED AN ERA. San Francisco, the 1920s. In
an age when nightmares were relegated to the fiction of Edgar Allan Poe
and distant tales of the Whitechapel murders, a real-life monster
terrorized America. His acts of butchery have proved him one of history's
fiercest madmen. As an infant, Earle Leonard Nelson possessed the
power to unsettle his elders. As a child he was unnaturally obsessed with
the Bible; before he reached puberty, he had an insatiable, aberrant sex
drive. By his teens, even Earle's own family had reason to fear him. But
no one in the bone-chilling winter of 1926 could have predicted that his
degeneracy would erupt in a sixteen-month frenzy of savage rape,
barbaric murder, and unimaginable defilement -- deeds that would
become the hallmarks of one of the most notorious fiends of the
twentieth century, whose blood-lust would not be equaled until the likes
of Henry Lee Lucas, John Wayne Gacy, and Jeffrey Dahmer. Drawing on
the "gruesome, awesome, compelling reporting" (Ann Rule) that is his
trademark, Harold Schechter takes a dark journey into the mind of an
unrepentant sadist -- and brilliantly lays bare the myth of innocence that
shrouded a bygone era.
Crimes of the Centuries: Notorious Crimes, Criminals, and
Criminal Trials in American History [3 volumes] - Steven Chermak
Ph.D. 2016-01-25
This multivolume resource is the most extensive reference of its kind,
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offering a comprehensive summary of the misdeeds, perpetrators, and
victims involved in the most memorable crime events in American
history. • Supports national standards curriculum • Offers an extensive
selection of primary documents to encourage critical thinking and
reading practice • Includes photos and illustrations to help bring content
to life • Features sidebars with illuminating crime facts and interesting
anecdotes
Shakespeare in America: An Anthology from the Revolution to
Now - Various 2014-04-01
“The history of Shakespeare in America,” writes James Shapiro in his
introduction to this groundbreaking anthology, “is also the history of
America itself.” Shakespeare was a central, inescapable part of
America’s literary inheritance, and a prism through which crucial
American issues—revolution, slavery, war, social justice—were refracted
and understood. In tracing the many surprising forms this influence took,
Shapiro draws on many genres—poetry, fiction, essays, plays, memoirs,
songs, speeches, letters, movie reviews, comedy routines—and on a
remarkable range of American writers from Emerson, Melville, Lincoln,
and Mark Twain to James Agee, John Berryman, Pauline Kael, and
Cynthia Ozick. Americans of the revolutionary era ponder the question
“to sign or not to sign;” Othello becomes the focal point of debates on
race; the Astor Place riots, set off by a production of Macbeth, attest to
the violent energies aroused by theatrical controversies; Jane Addams
finds in King Lear a metaphor for American struggles between capital
and labor. Orson Welles revolutionizes approaches to Shakespeare with
his legendary productions of Macbeth and Julius Caesar; American actors
from Charlotte Cushman and Ira Aldridge to John Barrymore, Paul
Robeson, and Marlon Brando reimagine Shakespeare for each new era.
The rich and tangled story of how Americans made Shakespeare their
own is a literary and historical revelation. As a special feature, the book
includes a foreword by Bill Clinton, among the latest in a long line of
American presidents, including John Adams, John Quincy Adams, and
Abraham Lincoln, who, as the collection demonstrates, have turned to
Shakespeare’s plays for inspiration.
A Rose For Her Grave & Other True Cases - Ann Rule 2022-09-27
This first installment in the New York Times bestselling Crime Files
series is a chilling collection of shocking crimes and the ensuing
struggles to bring the perpetrators to justice—from the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of The Stranger Beside Me. The “country’s
premier true crime author” (Library Journal) brings her clear-eyed,
compassionate writing and investigative skills to this unputdownable
anthology. Distinguished by the former Seattle police officer’s razorsharp eye for detail and her penetrating analysis of the criminal mind,
the featured case in this collection is the twisted story of Randy Roth—a
man who married, and murdered, for profit. Following are compelling
tales of bloody vengeance, estranged relationships that turn deadly, and
fateful encounters. With her trademark “unwavering voice” (Publishers
Weekly), Ann Rule exposes the darkness that lurks among us.
True Crime: An American Anthology - Harold Schechter 2008-09-18
A comprehensive analysis that explores how American authors have
written on crime in its various incarnations is a compendium of excerpts
from the past three hundred years, in an anthology that includes literary
evaluations of pieces on some of history's most notorious cases. 30,000
first printing.
True Crime Chronicles - Mike Rothmiller 2020-12-08
What do Jack the Ripper, Jesse James, The Texas Servant Girl
Annihilator, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, and Jack the Kisser
have in common? They were all subjects of true crime newspaper
reporting in the 1800s. And now these stories and that of many others
are brought together in their original form in a two-volume set: TRUE
CRIME CHRONICLES: Serial Killers, Outlaws, and Justice ... Real Crime
Stories From The 1800s. Compiled and commented on by New York
Times bestselling author and former detective Mike Rothmiller, these
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classic works of journalism resurrect astonishing stories that will take
the reader on a fascinating journey back in time to when these horrific
tales mesmerized a nation. Some may find these articles and their
descriptions of people and crimes shocking by today's standards, but
they are representative of the most colorful true crime stories of the day.
TRUE CRIME CHRONICLES, Volume Two, includes stories about Billy
the Kid, Jesse James, the legendary "Jack the Ripper," Lizzie Halliday,
Anna Maria Zwanziger, Jack the Haircutter, Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid, The Nebraska Murderer, and many more shocking stories.
Follow along as these reporters from another century visit the crime
scenes, interview witnesses, and pen the stories of murder, evil, and
swift frontier justice.
Out of the Mouths of Serial Killers - Mary Brett 2021-01-19
Learn why serial killers kill through their own words—including Ted
Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer, the BTK Killer, Aileen Wuornos, and more than
70 others. In this one-of-a-kind book, author Mary Brett corresponded
with some of America’s most evil convicted serial killers and asked just
one question: WHY? Their return letters give an insightful look into the
dark mind of each killer. The reader also will be able to scrutinize direct
quotes, unedited, from interrogation statements, trial testimony, media
interviews, and parole hearing inquests Seventy-five serial killers are
included in the book, some only known to the unfortunate victims’ family,
friends, and community, while others are the most infamous in the annals
of serial killers. All bios feature the crime, the capture, the victims, and
background facts. Crime scene photos, some graphic, are featured.
The Love Pirate and the Bandit's Son - Laura James 2009
A beautiful and ruthless lady from Ohio, Zeo Zoe Wilkins made her living
as a gold digger, marrying a series of wealthy older men. She hired
attorney Jesse James, Jr. to provide legal muscle to extract money from
an ex-husband. On the night of March 15, 1924, she was brutally
murdered in her Kansas City home. Deftly mixing historical conjecture
with forensic fact, the author follows the opportunistic, eccentric, and
troubled lives of Wilkins and James, while making a convincing case that
their mutual avarice led to a murderous confrontation that bloody night.
Hunt for the Last Public Enemy in Northeastern Ohio, The: Alvin
"Creepy" Karpis and his Road to Alcatraz - Julie A Thompson 2019
The last Public Enemy No. 1 of the Depression era, Alvin "Creepy" Karpis
reportedly compiled a record of fifty-four aliases, fifteen bank robberies,
fourteen murders, three jailbreaks and two kidnappings. Roaming the
country to evade capture (or worse), Karpis regularly hid out in
northeastern Ohio, where he and the remnants of the infamous Ma
Barker Gang perpetrated the last great American train heist in
Garrettsville. His criminal career came to an end when J. Edgar Hoover
and his famed G-Men apprehended the man they wanted more than any
other in New Orleans. From there, Karpis found himself confined on
Alcatraz Island, where he spent nearly twenty-six years--more than any
inmate in the prison's history. Historian Julie Thompson tells the true
story of Karpis's life and career, a riveting tale taking readers from rural
Kansas and Ohio to the bustling streets of the Big Easy and into the
bleak innards of "the Rock."
Killer Verse - Harold Schechter 2011-09-06
Killer Verse: Poems of Murder and Mayhem is a spine-tingling collection
of terrifically creepy poems about the deadly art of murder. The villains
and victims who populate these pages range from Cain and Abel and
Bluebeard and his wives to Lizzie Borden, Jack the Ripper, and Mafia hit
men. The literary forms they inhabit are just as varied, from the colorful
melodramas of old Scottish ballads to the hard-boiled poetry of
twentieth-century noir, from lighthearted comic riffs to profound poetic
musings on murder. Robert Browning, Thomas Hardy, W. H. Auden,
Stevie Smith, Mark Doty, Frank Bidart, Toi Derricotte, Lynn Emanuel,
and Cornelius Eady are only a few of the many poets, old and new, whose
work is captured in this heart-stopping—and criminally
entertaining—collection.
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