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War Dogs - Tony Park 2020-06-09
One man and his four-legged friends go to war in Afghanistan; a ten-year battle against enemies seen and
unseen In Afghanistan, sometimes all that stands between coalition troops and death or serious injury is a
dog. Highly trained dogs and their handlers search for improvised explosive devices or hidden weapons out
on patrol with combat troops. It’s a perilous job, often putting them right in the firing line, and making
them high priority targets for the Taliban insurgents they’re fighting. Shane Bryant, a former Australian
Army dog handler, spent 10 years in Afghanistan, working with elite American special forces alongside his
four-legged buddies, Ricky and Benny, and managing teams of dogs and handlers. War Dogs is Shane's
story – a riveting tale of handlers and their dogs in combat, and a brutally honest account of how a decade
as a contract warrior took its toll on Shane’s personal life and his mental health, and how he found hope
again.
Alone at Dawn - Dan Schilling 2019-06-25
The New York Times bestselling true account of John Chapman, Medal of Honor recipient and Special Ops
Combat Controller, and his heroic one-man stand during the Afghan War, as he sacrificed his life to save
the lives of twenty-three comrades-in-arms. In the predawn hours of March 4, 2002, just below the 10,469foot peak of a mountain in eastern Afghanistan, a fierce battle raged. Outnumbered by Al Qaeda fighters,
Air Force Combat Controller John Chapman and a handful of Navy SEALs struggled to take the summit in a
desperate bid to find a lost teammate. Chapman, leading the charge, was gravely wounded in the initial
assault. Believing he was dead, his SEAL leader ordered a retreat. Chapman regained consciousness alone,
with the enemy closing in on three sides. John Chapman's subsequent display of incredible valor -- first
saving the lives of his SEAL teammates and then, knowing he was mortally wounded, single-handedly
engaging two dozen hardened fighters to save the lives of an incoming rescue squad -- posthumously
earned him the Medal of Honor. Chapman is the first airman in nearly fifty years to be given the distinction
reserved for America's greatest heroes. Alone at Dawn is also a behind-the-scenes look at the Air Force
Combat Controllers: the world's deadliest and most versatile special operations force, whose members must
not only exceed the qualifications of Navy SEAL and Army Delta Force teams but also act with sharp
decisiveness and deft precision -- even in the face of life-threatening danger. Drawing from firsthand
accounts, classified documents, dramatic video footage, and extensive interviews with leaders and survivors
of the operation, Alone at Dawn is the story of an extraordinary man's brave last stand and the brotherhood
that forged him.
The Great Gamble - Gregory Feifer 2009-01-06
The Soviet war in Afghanistan was a grueling debacle that has striking lessons for the twenty-first century.
In The Great Gamble, Gregory Feifer examines the conflict from the perspective of the soldiers on the
ground. During the last years of the Cold War, the Soviet Union sent some of its most elite troops to
unfamiliar lands in Central Asia to fight a vaguely defined enemy, which eventually defeated their superior
numbers with unconventional tactics. Although the Soviet leadership initially saw the invasion as a victory,
many Russian soldiers came to view the war as a demoralizing and devastating defeat, the consequences of
which had a substantial impact on the Soviet Union and its collapse. Feifer's extensive research includes
eye-opening interviews with participants from both sides of the conflict. In gripping detail, he vividly
depicts the invasion of a volatile country that no power has ever successfully conquered. Parallels between
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the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the U.S. invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq are impossible to
ignore—both conflicts were waged amid vague ideological rhetoric about freedom. Both were roundly
condemned by the outside world for trying to impose their favored forms of government on countries with
very different ways of life. And both seem destined to end on uncertain terms. A groundbreaking account
seen through the eyes of the men who fought it, The Great Gamble tells an unforgettable story full of
drama, action, and political intrigue whose relevance in our own time is greater than ever.
Zinky Boys - Svetlana Alexievich 1992
From 1979 to 1989 a million Soviet troops engaged in a devastating war in Afghanistan that claimed 50,000
casualties - and the youth and humanity of many tens of thousands more. In Zinky Boys journalist Svetlana
Alexievich gives voice to the tragic history of the Afghanistan War. What emerges is a story that is shocking
in its brutality and revelatory in its similarities to the American experience in Vietnam - a resemblance that
Larry Heinemann describes movingly in his introduction to the book, providing American readers with an
often uncomfortably intimate connection to a war that may have seemed very remote to us. The Soviet dead
were shipped back in sealed zinc coffins (hence the term "Zinky Boys"), while the state denied the very
existence of the conflict; even today the radically altered Soviet society continues to reject the memory of
the "Soviet Vietnam". Creating controversy and outrage when it was first published in the USSR - it was
called by reviewers there a "slanderous piece of fantasy" and part of a "hysterical chorus of malign attacks"
- Zinky Boys presents the candid and affecting testimony of the officers and grunts, nurses and prostitutes,
mothers, sons, and daughters who describe the war and its lasting effects. Svetlana Alexievich has snatched
from the memory hole the truth of the Afghanistan War: the beauty of the country and the savage Army
bullying, the killing and the mutilation, the profusion of Western goods, the shame and shattered lives of
returned veterans. Zinky Boys offers a unique, harrowing, and unforgettably powerful insight into the
realities of war and the turbulence of Soviet life today.
The Outpost - Jake Tapper 2012-11-13
The basis of the film starring Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood, The Outpost is the heartbreaking and
inspiring story of one of America's deadliest battles during the war in Afghanistan, acclaimed by critics
everywhere as a classic. At 5:58 AM on October 3rd, 2009, Combat Outpost Keating, located in
frighteningly vulnerable terrain in Afghanistan just 14 miles from the Pakistani border, was viciously
attacked. Though the 53 Americans there prevailed against nearly 400 Taliban fighters, their casualties
made it the deadliest fight of the war for the U.S. that year. Four months after the battle, a Pentagon
review revealed that there was no reason for the troops at Keating to have been there in the first place. In
The Outpost, Jake Tapper gives us the powerful saga of COP Keating, from its establishment to eventual
destruction, introducing us to an unforgettable cast of soldiers and their families, and to a place and war
that has remained profoundly distant to most Americans. A runaway bestseller, it makes a savage war real,
and American courage manifest. "The Outpost is a mind-boggling, all-too-true story of heroism, hubris,
failed strategy, and heartbreaking sacrifice. If you want to understand how the war in Afghanistan went off
the rails, you need to read this book." -- Jon Krakauer
American Soldier - Tommy R. Franks 2004-08-03
"When war comes, you look for certain special qualities in the people you'll be working with. General Tom
Franks embodies those qualities: strength, experience, a keen mind, energy, honor, good humor, and a
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deep loyalty to his troops and to his country. "Tom Franks is truly a soldier's soldier." -- Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld The Commander in Chief of the United States Central Command from July 2000
through July 2003, General Tommy Franks made history by leading American and Coalition forces to victory
in Afghanistan and Iraq -- the decisive battles that launched the war on terrorism. In this riveting memoir,
General Franks retraces his journey from a small-town boyhood in Oklahoma and Midland, Texas, through a
lifetime of military service -- including his heroic tour as an Artillery officer in Vietnam, where he was
wounded three times. A reform-minded Cold War commander and a shrewd tactician during Operation
Desert Storm, Franks took command of CENTCOM at the dawn of what he calls a "crease in history" -becoming the senior American military officer in the most dangerous region on earth. Now, drawing on his
own recollections and military records declassified for this book, Franks offers the first true insider's
account of the war on terrorism that has changed the world since September 11, 2001. He puts you in the
Operations Center for the launch of Operation Enduring Freedom just weeks after 9/11, capturing its
uncertain early days and the historic victory that followed. He traces his relationship with the demanding
Donald Rumsfeld, as early tensions over the pace of the campaign gave way to a strong and friendly
collaboration. When President Bush focused world attention on the threat of Iraq, Franks seized the
moment to implement a bold new vision of joint warfare in planning Operation Iraqi Freedom. Rejecting
Desert Storm–style massive troop deployment in favor of flexibility and speed, Franks was questioned by
the defense establishment -- including Secretary of State Colin Powell. Yet his vision was proven on the
ground: Within three weeks, Baghdad had fallen. American Soldier is filled with revelation. Franks
describes the covert diplomacy that helped him secure international cooperation for the war, and reveals
the role of foreign leaders -- and a critical double agent code-named "April Fool" -- in the most successful
military deception since D-Day in 1944. He speaks frankly of intelligence shortcomings that endangered our
troops, and of the credible WMD threats -- including eleventh-hour warnings from Arab leaders -- that
influenced every planning decision. He offers an unvarnished portrait of the "disruptive and divisive"
Washington bureaucracy, and a candid assessment of the war's aftermath. Yet in the end, as American
Soldier demonstrates, the battles in Afghanistan and Iraq remain heroic victories -- wars of liberation won
by troops whose valor was "unequalled," Franks writes, "by anything in the annals of war." Few individuals
have the chance to contribute so much of themselves to the American story as General Tommy Franks. In
American Soldier, he captures it all.
In Pieces - Sally Field 2018-09-18
In this intimate, haunting literary memoir and New York Times Notable Book of the year, an American icon
tells her own story for the first time -- about a challenging and lonely childhood, the craft that helped her
find her voice, and a powerful emotional legacy that shaped her journey as a daughter and a mother. One of
the most celebrated, beloved, and enduring actors of our time, Sally Field has an infectious charm that has
captivated the nation for more than five decades, beginning with her first TV role at the age of seventeen.
From Gidget's sweet-faced "girl next door" to the dazzling complexity of Sybil to the Academy Awardworthy ferocity and depth of Norma Rae and Mary Todd Lincoln, Field has stunned audiences time and time
again with her artistic range and emotional acuity. Yet there is one character who always remained hidden:
the shy and anxious little girl within. With raw honesty and the fresh, pitch-perfect prose of a natural-born
writer, and with all the humility and authenticity her fans have come to expect, Field brings readers behindthe-scenes for not only the highs and lows of her star-studded early career in Hollywood, but deep into the
truth of her lifelong relationships--including her complicated love for her own mother. Powerful and
unforgettable, In Pieces is an inspiring and important account of life as a woman in the second half of the
twentieth century.
The Secret Sky - Atia Abawi 2015-06-02
An eye-opening, heart-rending tale of love, honor and betrayal from veteran foreign news correspodent Atia
Abawi Fatima is a Hazara girl, raised to be obedient and dutiful. Samiullah is a Pashtun boy raised to
defend the traditions of his tribe. They were not meant to fall in love. But they do. And the story that follows
shows both the beauty and the violence in current-day Afghanistan as Fatima and Samiullah fight their
families, their cultures and the Taliban to stay together. Based on the people Atia Abawi met and the events
she covered during her nearly five years in Afghanistan, this stunning novel is a must-read for anyone who
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has lived during America's War in Afghanistan. Perfect for fans of Patricia McCormick, Linda Sue Park, and
Khaled Hosseini, this story will stay with readers for a long time to come. * “A suspenseful, enlightening,
and hopeful love story.” Publishers Weekly, starred review “Riveting plot, sympathetic characters and
straightforward narration studded with vivid, authentic detail: a top choice.” – Kirkus review
“Heartbreaking and heartwarming.” – VOYA review
Thunder Over Kandahar - Sharon E. Mckay 2011
“I wish with all my heart that you were in school. I love my country, Daughter, but here we have been
robbed of our most precious gifts: thought and imagination. Only in an atmosphere of peace and security
can artists, poets, and writers flourish. Without our artists and storytellers, we have no history, and without
history our future is unmoored—we drift. It is art, never war, that carries culture forward.”
Into the Fire - Dakota Meyer 2012-09-25
“The story of what Dakota did . . . will be told for generations.”—President Barack Obama, from remarks
given at Meyer’s Medal of Honor ceremony In the fall of 2009, Taliban insurgents ambushed a patrol of
Afghan soldiers and Marine advisors in a mountain village called Ganjigal. Firing from entrenched
positions, the enemy was positioned to wipe out one hundred men who were pinned down and were
repeatedly refused artillery support. Ordered to remain behind with the vehicles, twenty-one year-old
Marine corporal Dakota Meyer disobeyed orders and attacked to rescue his comrades. With a brave driver
at the wheel, Meyer stood in the gun turret exposed to withering fire, rallying Afghan troops to follow. Over
the course of the five hours, he charged into the valley time and again. Employing a variety of machine
guns, rifles, grenade launchers, and even a rock, Meyer repeatedly repulsed enemy attackers, carried
wounded Afghan soldiers to safety, and provided cover for dozens of others to escape—supreme acts of
valor and determination. In the end, Meyer and four stalwart comrades—an Army captain, an Afghan
sergeant major, and two Marines—cleared the battlefield and came to grips with a tragedy they knew could
have been avoided. For his actions on that day, Meyer became the first living Marine in three decades to be
awarded the Medal of Honor. Into the Fire tells the full story of the chaotic battle of Ganjigal for the first
time, in a compelling, human way that reveals it as a microcosm of our recent wars. Meyer takes us from
his upbringing on a farm in Kentucky, through his Marine and sniper training, onto the battlefield, and into
the vexed aftermath of his harrowing exploits in a battle that has become the stuff of legend. Investigations
ensued, even as he was pitched back into battle alongside U.S. Army soldiers who embraced him as a fellow
grunt. When it was over, he returned to the States to confront living with the loss of his closest friends. This
is a tale of American values and upbringing, of stunning heroism, and of adjusting to loss and to civilian life.
We see it all through Meyer’s eyes, bullet by bullet, with raw honesty in telling of both the errors that
resulted in tragedy and the resolve of American soldiers, U.S. Marines, and Afghan soldiers who’d been
abandoned and faced certain death. Meticulously researched and thrillingly told, with nonstop pace and
vivid detail, Into the Fire is the unvarnished story of a modern American hero. Praise for Into the Fire “A
story of men at their best and at their worst . . . leaves you gaping in admiration at Medal of Honor winner
Dakota Meyer’s courage.”—National Review “Meyer’s dazzling bravery wasn’t momentary or impulsive but
deliberate and sustained.”—The Wall Street Journal “[A] cathartic, heartfelt account . . . Combat memoirs
don’t get any more personal.”—Kirkus Reviews “A great contribution to the discussion of an agonizingly
complex subject.”—The Virginian-Pilot “Black Hawk Down meets Lone Survivor.”—Library Journal
Alone at Dawn - Dan Schilling 2020-06-23
The New York Times bestselling true account of John Chapman, Medal of Honor recipient and Special Ops
Combat Controller, and his heroic one-man stand during the Afghan War, as he sacrificed his life to save
the lives of 23 comrades-in-arms. In the predawn hours of March 4, 2002, just below the 10,469-foot peak
of a mountain in eastern Afghanistan, a fierce battle raged. Outnumbered by Al Qaeda fighters, Air Force
Combat Controller John Chapman and a handful of Navy SEALs struggled to take the summit in a desperate
bid to find a lost teammate. Chapman, leading the charge, was gravely wounded in the initial assault.
Believing he was dead, his SEAL leader ordered a retreat. Chapman regained consciousness alone, with the
enemy closing in on three sides. John Chapman's subsequent display of incredible valor -- first saving the
lives of his SEAL teammates and then, knowing he was mortally wounded, single-handedly engaging two
dozen hardened fighters to save the lives of an incoming rescue squad -- posthumously earned him the
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Medal of Honor. Chapman is the first airman in nearly fifty years to be given the distinction reserved for
America's greatest heroes. Alone at Dawn is also a behind-the-scenes look at the Air Force Combat
Controllers: the world's deadliest and most versatile special operations force, whose members must not
only exceed the qualifications of Navy SEAL and Army Delta Force teams but also act with sharp
decisiveness and deft precision -- even in the face of life-threatening danger. Drawing from firsthand
accounts, classified documents, dramatic video footage, and extensive interviews with leaders and survivors
of the operation, Alone at Dawn is the story of an extraordinary man's brave last stand and the brotherhood
that forged him.
Afghanistan - Thomas Barfield 2012-03-25
Traces the political history of Afghanistan from the sixteenth century to the present, looking at what has
united the people as well as the regional, cultural, and political differences that divide them.
Freedom - Sebastian Junger 2021-05-18
A profound rumination on the concept of freedom from the New York Times–bestselling author of Tribe
Throughout history, humans have been driven by the quest for two cherished ideals: community and
freedom. The two don’t coexist easily; we value individuality and self-reliance yet are utterly dependent on
community for our most basic needs. In this intricately crafted and thought-provoking book, Sebastian
Junger examines the tension that lies at the heart of what it means to be human. For much of a year, Junger
and three friends—a conflict photographer and two Afghan war vets—walk the railroad lines of the east
coast of the United States. It is an experiment in personal autonomy, but also in interdependence. Dodging
railroad cops, sleeping under bridges, cooking over fires and drinking from creeks and rivers, the four men
forge a unique reliance on one another. In Freedom, Junger weaves his account of this journey with other
topics: primatology and boxing strategy, the history of labour strikes and Apache renegades, the role of
women in resistance movements, and the brutal reality of life on the Pennsylvania frontier. Written in
exquisite, razor-sharp prose, the result is a powerful examination of the primary desire that defines us.
The Village - Bing West 2003-02-11
In Black Hawk Down, the fight went on for a day. In We Were Soldiers Once & Young, the fighting lasted
three days. In The Village, one Marine squad fought for 495 days—half of them died. Few American battles
have been so extended, savage and personal. A handful of Americans volunteered to live among six
thousand Vietnamese, training farmers to defend their village. Such “Combined Action Platoons” (CAPs) are
now a lost footnote about how the war could have been fought; only the villagers remain to bear witness.
This is the story of fifteen resolute young Americans matched against two hundred Viet Cong; how a CAP
lived, fought and died. And why the villagers remember them to this day.
The Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini 2011-09-05
Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal
friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen to Hassan that
afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. After the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to
America, Amir realises that one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing
that his new world cannot grant him: redemption.
The War of Art - Steven Pressfield 2002-06-03
What keeps so many of us from doing what we long to do? Why is there a naysayer within? How can we
avoid the roadblocks of any creative endeavor—be it starting up a dream business venture, writing a novel,
or painting a masterpiece? The War of Art identifies the enemy that every one of us must face, outlines a
battle plan to conquer this internal foe, then pinpoints just how to achieve the greatest success. The War of
Art emphasizes the resolve needed to recognize and overcome the obstacles of ambition and then
effectively shows how to reach the highest level of creative discipline. Think of it as tough love . . . for
yourself.
Games without Rules - Tamim Ansary 2012-11-27
Today, most Westerners still see the war in Afghanistan as a contest between democracy and Islamist
fanaticism. That war is real; but it sits atop an older struggle, between Kabul and the countryside, between
order and chaos, between a modernist impulse to join the world and the pull of an older Afghanistan: a
tribal universe of village republics permeated by Islam. Now, Tamim Ansary draws on his Afghan
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background, Muslim roots, and Western and Afghan sources to explain history from the inside out, and to
illuminate the long, internal struggle that the outside world has never fully understood. It is the story of a
nation struggling to take form, a nation undermined by its own demons while, every 40 to 60 years, a great
power crashes in and disrupts whatever progress has been made. Told in conversational, storytelling style,
and focusing on key events and personalities, Games without Rules provides revelatory insight into a
country at the center of political debate.
Walk in My Combat Boots - James Patterson 2021-02-08
Discover “the stories America needs to hear” (Admiral William H. McRaven, US Navy (Ret.)) with these
moving and powerful recollections of war, told by the men and women who lived them. Walk in my Combat
Boots is a powerful collection crafted from hundreds of original interviews by James Patterson, the world’s
#1 bestselling writer, and First Sergeant US Army (Ret.) Matt Eversmann, part of the Ranger unit
portrayed in the movie Black Hawk Down. These are the brutally honest stories usually only shared
amongst comrades in arms. Here, in the voices of the men and women who’ve fought overseas from
Vietnam to Iraq and Afghanistan, is a rare eye-opening look into what wearing the uniform, fighting in
combat, losing friends and coming home is really like. Readers who next thank a military member for their
service will finally have a true understanding of what that thanks is for.
The Way Forward - Robert O'Neill 2022-03-01
NATIONAL BESTSELLER “The Way Forward will help every reader master their own challenges—this is a
must-read book!” —Admiral Bill McRaven, U.S. Navy (Retired) and author of the #1 New York Times
bestseller Make Your Bed American Sniper meets Make Your Bed in these life lessons from decorated
United States service members and New York Times bestselling authors Robert O’Neill and Dakota
Meyer—an in-depth, fearless, and ultimately redemptive account of what it takes to survive and thrive on
battlefields from Afghanistan and Iraq to our daily lives, and how the perils of war help us hold onto our
humanity. Rob O’Neill and Dakota Meyer are two of the most decorated and recognized US service
members: O’Neill killed the world’s most wanted man, Osama bin Laden, and Meyer was the first living
Marine to receive the Medal of Honor since the Vietnam War. But beyond their actions and courage in
combat, O’Neill and Meyer also have much in common in civilian life: they are both sought-after public
speakers, advocates for veterans, and share a non-PC sense of humor. Combining the best of military
memoirs and straight-talking self-help, The Way Forward alternates between O’Neill’s and Meyer’s
perspectives, looking back with humor at even the darkest war stories, and sharing lessons they learned
along the way. The Way Forward presents O’Neill and Meyer’s philosophy in combat and life. This isn’t a
book about the glory of war and combat, but one about facing your enemies, some who are flesh and blood
and some that are not: Your thoughts. Your doubts. Your boredom and your regrets. From Rob’s dogged
repetition at the free throw line of his childhood basketball court to Dakota’s pursuit of EMT and firefighter
credentials to aid accident victims, these two American heroes turn their experiences into valuable lessons
for every reader. Gritty and down-to-earth, O’Neill and Meyer tell their stories with candor and
vulnerability to help readers handle stress, tackle their biggest obstacles, and exceed their expectations of
themselves, while keeping life’s battles in perspective with a sense of humor.
Directorate S - Steve Coll 2019-02-05
Winner of the 2018 National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction Longlisted for the 2018 National
Book Award for Nonfiction From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Ghost Wars, the epic and enthralling
story of America's intelligence, military, and diplomatic efforts to defeat Al Qaeda and the Taliban in
Afghanistan and Pakistan since 9/11 Prior to 9/11, the United States had been carrying out small-scale
covert operations in Afghanistan, ostensibly in cooperation, although often in direct opposition, with I.S.I.,
the Pakistani intelligence agency. While the US was trying to quell extremists, a highly secretive and
compartmentalized wing of I.S.I., known as "Directorate S," was covertly training, arming, and seeking to
legitimize the Taliban, in order to enlarge Pakistan's sphere of influence. After 9/11, when fifty-nine
countries, led by the U. S., deployed troops or provided aid to Afghanistan in an effort to flush out the
Taliban and Al Qaeda, the U.S. was set on an invisible slow-motion collision course with Pakistan. Today we
know that the war in Afghanistan would falter badly because of military hubris at the highest levels of the
Pentagon, the drain on resources and provocation in the Muslim world caused by the U.S.-led invasion of
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Iraq, and corruption. But more than anything, as Coll makes painfully clear, the war in Afghanistan was
doomed because of the failure of the United States to apprehend the motivations and intentions of I.S.I.'s
"Directorate S". This was a swirling and shadowy struggle of historic proportions, which endured over a
decade and across both the Bush and Obama administrations, involving multiple secret intelligence
agencies, a litany of incongruous strategies and tactics, and dozens of players, including some of the most
prominent military and political figures. A sprawling American tragedy, the war was an open clash of arms
but also a covert melee of ideas, secrets, and subterranean violence. Coll excavates this grand battle, which
took place away from the gaze of the American public. With unsurpassed expertise, original research, and
attention to detail, he brings to life a narrative at once vast and intricate, local and global, propulsive and
painstaking. This is the definitive explanation of how America came to be so badly ensnared in an elaborate,
factional, and seemingly interminable conflict in South Asia. Nothing less than a forensic examination of the
personal and political forces that shape world history, Directorate S is a complete masterpiece of both
investigative and narrative journalism.
Charlie Wilson's War - George Crile 2003
Describes how, after the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, maverick Texas congressman Charlie Wilson
persuaded his colleagues to fund the CIA's efforts to arm the mujahideen and recounts the repercussions of
that covert operation.
The Fighting Season - Bram Connolly 2016-07-27
The Fighting Season is military fiction of the first order: as tough as nails and packed with the insider
knowledge of someone who has done it for real.' - Matthew Reilly 'Action packed, gritty and authentic to the
core.' - Merrick Watts An explosive thriller from the heart of Afghanistan Outside the wire, Uruzghan
Province, Afghanistan, 2010... In the badlands of central Afghanistan an Australian Special Forces platoon
is fatally hit by a roadside bomb. A shadowy Taliban commander, codenamed 'Rapier', is identified as
responsible for the deadly attack. Matt Rix, the ultra tough commando who led the ambushed platoon,
swears vengeance. Rix is one of Special Forces' most lethal operators. He'll neutralise Rapier - whatever it
takes. But in Afghanistan's brutal war, not all things are as they seem.
Man of War - Sean Parnell 2018-09-11
"Fast, hard, and effortlessly authentic—both lead character Eric Steele and author Sean Parnell are the real
deal."—Lee Child "An exciting, action-packed debut! Bristling with intrigue, deceit, power, and
treason—once you pick this book up, you will NOT be able to put it down. Sean Parnell has knocked it out of
the park!"—Brad Thor The New York Times bestselling author of Outlaw Platoon makes his fiction debut
with this electrifying military thriller—a gripping tale of action, suspense, and international intrigue that
introduces a compelling new hero, Eric Steele. Eric Steele is the best of the best—an Alpha—an elite
clandestine operative assigned to a US intelligence unit known simply as the "Program." A superbly trained
Special Forces soldier who served several tours fighting radical Islamic militants in Afghanistan, Steele now
operates under the radar, using a deadly combination of espionage and brute strength to root out his
enemies and neutralize them. But when a man from Steele’s past attacks a military convoy and steals a
nuclear weapon, Steele and his superiors at the White House are blindsided. Moving from Washington, DC,
to the Middle East, Europe, and Africa, Steele must use his considerable skills to hunt this rogue agent, a
former brother-in-arms who might have been a friend, and find the WMD before it can reach the United
States—and the world is forever changed.
Leave No Man Behind - Tony Brooks 2021-08-10
A story of courage, perseverance, and patriotism behind the 75th Ranger Regiment's rescue mission
following one of the deadliest Special Ops incidents in Afghanistan—a grueling search for twelve Navy
SEAL casualties and eight downed Night Stalkers . . . but just one lone survivor On June 28th, 2005, a fourman Navy SEAL reconnaissance team under Operation Red Wings was ambushed in northeastern
Afghanistan—as depicted in the book and film Lone Survivor. A quick reaction force was dispatched.
Turbine 33, carrying eight Navy SEALs and eight members of the 160th Special Operations Aviation
Regiment, was struck by a rocket propelled grenade—careening the dual rotor Chinook toward the rugged
peak of Sawtalo Sar. The result was the single deadliest incident in Special Operations history at the time.
Commanders called on the largest element of US Special Forces, the 75th Ranger Regiment. The rescue
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mission: Operation Red Wings II. Author Tony Brooks gives a first-hand account of the daring recovery of
Turbine 33 and the subsequent search for the remaining compromised Navy SEAL recon team—one of
whom was Marcus Luttrell, the lone survivor. The Rangers were up against lack of intel, treacherous
terrain, violent weather, and an enemy that was raised to fight. Tony Brooks lived—and many of his fellow
Rangers died—by the axiom, “Leave No Man Behind.” He is the first to tell the story other books and films
have omitted, one of overcoming overwhelming odds to accomplish a mission: to bring every American
soldier home.
The Three Battles of Wanat - Mark Bowden 2016-01-05
From the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of Black Hawk Down: “a first-rate collection” of long-form
journalism on war, sports, politics, and more (Booklist). Mark Bowden has established himself as one of
America’s leading journalists and nonfiction writers. The Three Battles of Wanat collects the best of his
long-form articles, including pieces from the Atlantic, Vanity Fair, the New Yorker, and the Philadelphia
Inquirer. The titular article delves into one of the bloodiest days of the War in Afghanistan and the yearslong fallout it generated within the United States military. In “The Killing Machines,” Bowden examines the
strategic, legal, and moral issues surrounding armed drones. And in a brilliant piece on Kim Jong-un called
“The Bright Sun of Juche,” he recalibrates our understanding of the world’s youngest and most baffling
dictator. Also included are profiles of newspaper scion Arthur Sulzberger; renowned defense attorney and
anti-death-penalty activist Judy Clarke; professional gambler Don Johnson, who won six million dollars in a
single night playing blackjack; and David Simon, the creator of the legendary HBO series The Wire. “Mark
Bowden marshals his finest for The Three Battles of Wanat.” —Vanity Fair
Dog Company - Lynn Vincent 2017-04-11
Now with a forward by Sean Hannity, this powerful story of brotherhood, bravery, and patriotism exposes
the true stories behind some of the Army's darkest secrets. The Army does not want you to read this book.
It does not want to advertise its detention system that coddles enemy fighters while putting American
soldiers at risk. It does not want to reveal the new lawyered-up Pentagon war ethic that prosecutes U.S.
soldiers and Marines while setting free spies who kill Americans. This very system ambushed Captain Roger
Hill and his men. Hill, a West Point grad and decorated combat veteran, was a rising young officer who had
always followed the letter of the military law. In 2007, Hill got his dream job: infantry commander in the
storied 101st Airborne. His new unit, Dog Company, 1-506th, had just returned stateside from the hell of
Ramadi. The men were brilliant in combat but unpolished at home, where paperwork and inspections filled
their days. With tough love, Hill and his First Sergeant, an old-school former drill instructor named Tommy
Scott, turned the company into the top performers in the battalion. Hill and Scott then led Dog Company
into combat in Afghanistan, where a third of their men became battlefield casualties after just six months.
Meanwhile, Hill found himself at war with his own battalion commander, a charismatic but difficult man
who threatened to relieve Hill at every turn. After two of his men died on a routine patrol, Hill and a
counterintelligence team busted a dozen enemy infiltrators on their base in the violent province of Wardak.
Abandoned by his high command, Hill suddenly faced an excruciating choice: follow Army rules the way he
always had, or damn the rules to his own destruction and protect the men he'd grown to love.
The American War in Afghanistan - Carter Malkasian 2021-06-15
A New York Times Notable Book Winner of 2022 Lionel Gelber Prize The first authoritative history of
American's longest war by one of the world's leading scholar-practitioners. The American war in
Afghanistan, which began in 2001, is now the longest armed conflict in the nation's history. It is currently
winding down, and American troops are likely to leave soon but only after a stay of nearly two decades. In
The American War in Afghanistan, Carter Malkasian provides the first comprehensive history of the entire
conflict. Malkasian is both a leading academic authority on the subject and an experienced practitioner,
having spent nearly two years working in the Afghan countryside and going on to serve as the senior
advisor to General Joseph Dunford, the US military commander in Afghanistan and later the chairman of
the joint chiefs of staff. Drawing from a deep well of local knowledge, understanding of Pashto, and review
of primary source documents, Malkasian moves through the war's multiple phases: the 2001 invasion and
after; the light American footprint during the 2003 Iraq invasion; the resurgence of the Taliban in 2006, the
Obama-era surge, and the various resets in strategy and force allocations that occurred from 2011 onward,
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culminating in the 2018-2020 peace talks. Malkasian lived through much of it, and draws from his own
experiences to provide a unique vantage point on the war. Today, the Taliban is the most powerful faction,
and sees victory as probable. The ultimate outcome after America leaves is inherently unpredictable given
the multitude of actors there, but one thing is sure: the war did not go as America had hoped. Although the
al-Qa'eda leader Osama bin Laden was killed and no major attack on the American homeland was carried
out after 2001, the United States was unable to end the violence or hand off the war to the Afghan
authorities, which could not survive without US military backing. The American War in Afghanistan
explains why the war had such a disappointing outcome. Wise and all-encompassing, The American War in
Afghanistan provides a truly vivid portrait of the conflict in all of its phases that will remain the
authoritative account for years to come.
Silent Hearts - Gwen Florio 2018-07-24
For fans of A Thousand Splendid Suns, “a rich, haunting, immersive story of cultures at the crossroads”
(Jamie Ford, bestselling author of Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet) that follows two women in
Afghanistan—an American aid worker and her local interpreter—as they form an unexpected friendship
despite their utterly different life experiences and the ever-increasing violence in Kabul.  In 2001, Kabul is a
place of possibility as people fling off years of repressive Taliban rule. This hopeful chaos brings together
American aid worker Liv Stoellner and Farida Basra, an educated Pakistani woman still adjusting to her
arranged marriage to Gul, the son of an Afghan strongman whose family spent years of exile in Pakistan
before returning to Kabul. Both Liv and her husband take positions at an NGO that helps Afghan women
recover from the Taliban years. They see the move as a reboot—Martin for his moribund academic career,
Liv for their marriage. But for Farida and Gul, the move to Kabul is fraught, severing all ties with Farida’s
family and her former world, and forcing Gul to confront a chapter in his life he’d desperately tried to
erase. The two women, brought together by Farida’s work as an interpreter, form a nascent friendship
based on their growing mutual love for Afghanistan. As the bond between Farida and Liv deepens, warscarred Kabul acts in different ways upon them, as well as their husbands. Silent Hearts is “highly
recommended, especially for fans of Khaled Hosseini” (Library Journal, starred review).
Earth and Ashes - Atiq Rahimi 2010-08-10
"You know, father, sorrow can turn to water and spill from your eyes, or it can sharpen your tongue into a
sword, or it can become a time bomb that, one day, will explode and destroy you" Earth and Ashes is the
spare, powerful story of an Afghan man, Dastaguir, trying desperately to reach his son Murad, who has left
his village to earn a living working at a mine. In the meantime the village has been bombed by the Russian
army, and Dastaguir, with his newly-deaf grandson Yassin in tow, must reach Murad to tell him of the
carnage. The old man is beset on all sides by sorrow, that of his grandson, who cannot understand, that of
his son, who does not yet know, and his own, made even crueler by the message he must deliver. Atiq
Rahimi, whose reputation for writing war stories of immense drama and intimacy began with this, his first
novel, has managed to condense centuries of Afghan history into a short tale of three very different
generations. But he has also created a universal story about fathers and sons, and the terrible strain
inflicted on those bonds of family during the unpredictable carnage of war.
Watches Without Time - Matt Zeller 2012
For eight months in 2008, U.S. Army Capt. Matt Zeller served as an embedded combat adviser with Afghan
security forces in Ghazni, Afghanistan. Watches Without Time is a compilation of the emails he sent home
to family and friends during that period--so that, as he writes in the Preface, "should anything have ever
happened to me, they would know what I went through."Watches Without Time gives a granular account of
the challenges Zeller and his men encountered in Ghazni, and of the complex missions they undertook
there. Written in clear and searingly intimate prose, it highlights the many emotion-laden experiences he
underwent both during his tour and after his return to the United States.
First Casualty - Toby Harnden 2021-09-07
An award-winning journalist reveals the dramatic true story of the CIA's Team Alpha, the first Americans to
be dropped behind enemy lines in Afghanistan after 9/11. America is reeling; Al-Qaeda has struck and
thousands are dead. The country scrambles to respond, but the Pentagon has no plan for
Afghanistan—where Osama bin Laden masterminded the attack and is protected by the Taliban. Instead,
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the CIA steps forward to spearhead the war. Eight CIA officers are dropped into the mountains of northern
Afghanistan on October 17, 2001. They are Team Alpha, an eclectic band of linguists, tribal experts, and
elite warriors: the first Americans to operate inside Taliban territory. Their covert mission is to track down
Al- Qaeda and stop the terrorists from infiltrating the United States again. First Casualty places you with
Team Alpha as the CIA rides into battle on horseback alongside the warlord Abdul Rashid Dostum. In
Washington, DC, few trust that the CIA men, the Green Berets, and the Americans’ outnumbered Afghan
allies can prevail before winter sets in. On the ground, Team Alpha is undeterred. The Taliban is routed but
hatches a plot with Al-Qaeda to hit back. Hundreds of suicidal fighters, many hiding weapons, fake a
surrender and are transported to Qala-i Jangi—the “Fort of War.” Team Alpha’s Mike Spann, an ex-Marine,
and David Tyson, a polyglot former Central Asian studies academic, seize America’s initial opportunity to
extract intelligence from men trained by bin Laden—among them a young Muslim convert from California.
The prisoners revolt and one CIA officer falls—the first casualty in America’s longest war, which will last
two decades. The other CIA man shoots dead the Al-Qaeda jihadists attacking his comrade. To survive, he
must fight his way out against overwhelming odds. Award-winning author Toby Harnden gained
unprecedented access to all living Team Alpha members and every level of the CIA. Superbly researched,
First Casualty draws on extensive interviews, secret documents, and deep reporting inside Afghanistan. As
gripping as any adventure novel, yet intimate and profoundly moving, it tells how America found a winning
strategy only to abandon it. Harnden reveals that the lessons of early victory and the haunting foretelling it
contained—unreliable allies, ethnic rivalries, suicide attacks, and errant US bombs—were ignored,
tragically fueling a twenty-year conflict. "Masterful, complex, and heartfelt, from the deeply personal to the
critically strategic. Captures many lessons on many levels." —Ambassador Hank Crumpton, former senior
CIA officer
War Against the Taliban - Sandy Gall 2013-02-19
The most comprehensive analysis of the current Afghanistan War yet published, by bestselling writer and
legendary war reporter Sandy Gall
Operation Homecoming - Andrew Carroll 2006-09-12
“Here is what you will not find in the news–the personal cost of war written as clear and beautiful as
literature worthy of the name is. These stories are the real thing, passionate, imaginative, searing.”
–Richard Bausch, author of Wives & Lovers The first book of its kind, Operation Homecoming is the result
of a major initiative launched by the National Endowment for the Arts to bring distinguished writers to
military bases and inspire U.S. Marines, soldiers, sailors, and airmen and their families to record their
wartime experiences. Encouraged by such authors as Tom Clancy, Mark Bowden, Bobbie Ann Mason,
Tobias Wolff, Jeff Shaara, and Marilyn Nelson, American military personnel and their loved ones wrote
candidly about what they saw, heard, and felt while in Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as on the home front.
Taken together, these almost one hundred never-before-published eyewitness accounts, private journals,
short stories, letters, and other personal writings become a dramatic narrative that shows the human side
of warfare. • the fear and exhilaration of heading into battle; • the interactions between U.S. forces and
Afghans and Iraqis, both as enemies and friends; • the boredom, gripes, and humorous incidents of day-today life on the front lines; • the anxiety and heartache of worried spouses, parents, and other loved ones on
the home front; • the sheer brutality of warfare and the physical and emotional toll it takes on those who
fight; • the tearful homecomings for those who returned to the States alive– and the somber ceremonies for
those who made the ultimate sacrifice for their nation. From riveting combat accounts to profound
reflections on warfare and the pride these troops feel for one another, Operation Homecoming offers an
unflinching and intensely revealing look into the lives of extraordinary men and women. What they have
written is without question some of the greatest wartime literature ever published. “Andrew Carroll has
given America a priceless treasure.” –Tom Brokaw, on War Letters Proceeds from this book will be used to
provide arts and cultural programming to U.S. military communities. For more information, please go to
www.OperationHomecoming.gov.
You Are Worth It - Kyle Carpenter 2019-10-15
The youngest living Medal of Honor recipient delivers an unforgettable memoir that "will inspire every
reader” (Jim Mattis) NATIONAL BESTSELLER | A Marine Commandant's Reading List selection On
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given their lives to save him -- and he would have readily done the same for them. As he recuperated, he
wondered why he and others, from America's founding to today, had been willing to sacrifice everythingincluding themselves-for the sake of family, nation, and freedom. In Service, we follow Marcus Luttrell to
Iraq, where he returns to the battlefield as a member of SEAL Team 5 to help take on the most dangerous
city in the world: Ramadi, the capital of war-torn Al Anbar Province. There, in six months of high-intensity
urban combat, he would be part of what has been called the greatest victory in the history of U.S. Special
Operations forces. We also return to Afghanistan and Operation Redwing, where Luttrell offers powerful
new details about his miraculous rescue. Throughout, he reflects on what it really means to take on a
higher calling, about the men he's seen lose their lives for their country, and the legacy of those who came
and bled before. A thrilling war story, Service is also a profoundly moving tribute to the warrior
brotherhood, to the belief that nobody goes it alone, and no one will be left behind.
Not a Good Day to Die - Sean Naylor 2005-03-01
Award-winning combat journalist Sean Naylor reveals a firsthand account of the largest battle fought by
American military forces in Afghanistan in an attempt to destroy al-Qaeda and Taliban forces. At dawn on
March 2, 2002, America's first major battle of the 21st century began. Over 200 soldiers of the 101st
Airborne and 10th Mountain Division flew into Afghanistan's Shah-i-Kot Valley—and into the mouth of a
buzz saw. They were about to pay a bloody price for strategic, high-level miscalculations that
underestimated the enemy's strength and willingness to fight. Naylor, an eyewitness to the battle, details
the failures of military intelligence and planning, while vividly portraying the astonishing heroism of these
young, untested US soldiers. Denied the extra support with which they trained, these troops nevertheless
proved their worth in brutal combat and prevented an American military disaster.
No Good Men Among the Living - Anand Gopal 2014-04-29
Following three Afghans - a Taliban commander, a US-backed warlord and a housewife trapped in the
middle of the fighting - through years of US missteps, this dramatic narrative reveals the workings of
America's longest war and the truth behind its prolonged agony. 25,000 first printing.
Tip of the Spear - Ryan Hendrickson 2020-07-07
The inspiring true story of a US Special Forces soldier who was medically retired after stepping on an IED,
and his incredible return to active duty. Sergeant First Class (SFC) Ryan Hendrickson is a brave,
determined, and courageous soldier -- a Green Beret clearing the way for his twelve-man team while
conducting combat operations against the Taliban. As the "tip of the spear," his role is to ensure the route
taken by U.S. and Afghan troops are free of IEDs -- improvised explosive devices. Many soldiers do not
survive their last step; those who do often lose at least one limb. While rescuing an Afghan soldier outside a
mud-hut compound in 2010 -- knowing that he was in "uncleared" territory -- Ryan stepped on an IED with
his right foot. The device exploded, leaving his foot dangling at the end of his leg. American soldiers losing
a limb is an all-too-common occurrence. But what makes Ryan's story different is that after undergoing two
dozen surgeries and a tortuous rehabilitation, he was medically retired but fought to return to active duty.
Multiple skin grafts to his leg and right foot successfully reattached his lower leg, and he was aided in his
recovery by wearing a new prosthetic device known as an IDEO (Intrepid Dynamic Exoskeletal Orthosis).
Once he passed a series of crucial physical tests, Ryan was able to rejoin the Green Berets within a year
and physically perform his duties, redeploying to Afghanistan in March 2012. In 2016, he volunteered to
return to Afghanistan with Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Special Forces Group. During a firefight with
the Taliban, he risked his life under heavy enemy fire to rescue three Afghan soldiers cut off from friendly
forces and return the bodies of two dead Afghan soldiers under the ethos that "no one gets left behind." For
his heroic efforts on the battlefield, SFC Ryan Hendrickson was awarded a Silver Star, the nation's thirdhighest award for valor. An engaging and harrowing account, Tip of the Spear tells the amazing story of
one Green Beret's indomitable spirit.

November 21, 2010, U.S. Marine Lance Corporal Kyle Carpenter was posted atop a building in violent
Helmand Province, Afghanistan, when an enemy grenade skittered toward Kyle and fellow Marine Nick
Eufrazio. Without hesitation, Kyle chose a path of selfless heroism that few can imagine. He jumped on the
grenade, saving Nick but sacrificing his own body. Kyle Carpenter’s heart flatlined three times while being
evacuated off the battlefield in Afghanistan. Yet his spirit was unbroken. Severely wounded from head to
toe, Kyle lost his right eye as well as most of his jaw. It would take dozens of surgeries and almost three
years in and out of the hospital to reconstruct his body. From there, he began the process of rebuilding his
life. What he has accomplished in the last nine years is extraordinary: he’s come back a stronger, better,
wiser person. In 2014, Kyle was awarded the nation’s highest military decoration, the Medal of Honor, for
his “singular act of courage” on that rooftop in Afghanistan, an action which had been reviewed
exhaustively by the military. Kyle became the youngest living recipient of the award–and only the second
living Marine so honored since Vietnam. Kyle’s remarkable memoir reveals a central truth that will inspire
every reader: Life is worth everything we’ve got. It is the story of how one man became a so-called hero
who willingly laid down his life for his brother-in-arms—and equally, it is a story of rebirth, of how Kyle
battled back from the gravest challenge to forge a life of joyful purpose. You Are Worth It is a memoir about
the war in Afghanistan and Kyle’s heroics, and it is also a manual for living. Organized around the credos
that have guided Kyle’s life (from “Don’t Hide Your Scars” to “Call Your Mom”), the book encourages us to
become our best selves in the time we’ve been given on earth. Above all, it’s about finding purpose,
regardless of the hurdles that may block our way. Moving and unforgettable, You Are Worth It is an
astonishing memoir from one of our most extraordinary young leaders.
Lions of Kandahar - Rusty Bradley 2011
An insider's account of the Afghan war by a Special Forces commander, published with the support of the
Army and Special Operations, traces the against-all-odds Operation Medusa victory in the fight for Sperwan
Ghar in the vital Southern region. 35,000 first printing.
We March at Midnight - Ray McPadden 2021-08-03
What would the war do without me? We March at Midnight is award-winning author Ray McPadden’s
chronicle of his experience as a highly decorated Ranger Officer leading some of the most dangerous
missions during the height of the Iraq and Afghan wars. In 2005, Ray joined the army in search of what he
calls “the moment”—a chance to prove to himself and his brothers in arms that he is a true leader. His job
is to establish the first outpost in the Korengal, Afghanistan’s deadliest valley, and his decisions and
mistakes will have a permanent impact on the men he commands. During the fifteen-month tour, his unit
receives numerous decorations for valor while suffering nearly 50 percent casualties, ultimately
accomplishing their mission in a land considered unwinnable. Prowess with a rifle platoon soon earns Ray a
position in the world’s premiere raiding force, the 75th Ranger Regiment, an accomplishment earned by
less than 1 percent of the officers in the US Army, and during the most combat-heavy period of the twentyfirst century. Ray spearheads the first joint-strike force of Army Rangers and Navy SEALs, in a shadow war
against the agents of a foreign government, where lightning raids by helicopter, armored vehicle, and foot
are his nightly routine. In 2009, when Ray returns to the same corner of Afghanistan where his military
career began, he suddenly finds himself tasked with leading Rangers against a target he knows all too well:
the home of friends from his first tour. As he leads one last raid, Ray is at war with himself. Conquering this
unexpected enemy proves the greatest challenge of all. We March at Midnight is a blood-spattered tour de
force of growing up, leadership, the nature of war, and its aftermath.
Service - Marcus Luttrell 2012-05-08
Marcus Luttrell, author of the #1 bestseller Lone Survivor, share war stories about true American heroism
from himself and other soldiers who bravely fought alongside him. Navy SEAL Marcus Luttrell returned
from his star-crossed mission in Afghanistan with his bones shattered and his heart broken. So many had
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