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the fabric of this country since the seventeenth century. Barack Obama's
tenure as president resulted in a major increase in white hate groups,
hate crimes, and unrelenting violence against innocent Black men and
women by police. In response, people of different races, ethnicities,
genders, sexual orientations, religions, ages and classes have taken to
the streets in protest, and increased decades long efforts to organize
against racism and for a more empathetic, just, democratic society.
Social change about racism must begin with acknowledgement followed
by open, focused, critical dialogue. Still Hanging: Using Performance
Texts to Deconstruct Racism, referencing both the resilience of Black
people in the face of institutionalized racism and systemic oppression,
and the fact that Black people continue to be literally and metaphorically
lynched in 2020, is designed to use the power of lived experience specific
performance texts as frames for engaging faculty, students and others
interested in beginning to deconstruct racism and construct an antiracist way of being"-Strange Fruit - Caryl Phillips 2019-06-12
"I go half way round the world and back thinking I'd made some sort of
discovery and come back to find the same damn lies, the same white lies,
the same black lies." Alvin and Errol can't picture much of a future for
themselves. They're young, Black and living in England in the 1980s,
with an entire country and political system set against them. Instead they
focus firmly on their past – the sunny Caribbean and heroic father they
left behind when their mother brought them to England twenty years
ago. But when Alvin returns home from his grandfather's funeral a new
version of their past emerges, and the two brothers are caught in a
desperate struggle to unearth the truth about their existence. Powerful
and compelling, Strange Fruit by Caryl Phillips (winner of the
Commonwealth Writers' Prize) is the story of a family caught between
two cultures, and the uncrossable no man's land that can come between
parents and their children.
Sonny Rollins Plays the Bridge - Gary Golio 2021-10-19
James Ransome's glorious art celebrates jazz icon Sonny Rollins and how
he found an inspired spot to practice his saxophone when his neighbors
complained. Sonny Rollins loved his saxophone. As a teenager, he was
already playing with jazz stars and making a name for himself. But in
1959, at age twenty-nine, he took a break from performing—to work on
being a better, not just famous, musician. Practicing in a city apartment
didn’t please the neighbors, so Sonny found a surprising alternative—the
Williamsburg Bridge. There, with his head in the clouds and foghorns for
company, Sonny could play to his heart’s content and perfect his craft. It
was a bold choice, for a bold young man and musician. Sonny’s passion
for music comes alive in jazzy text and vivid, evocative paintings of New
York City. His story celebrates striving to be your very best self, an
inspiration to music lovers young and old.
Queen of Tejano Music: Selena - Silvia López 2020-08-25
"There's a lot of text in the book, but it's smartly framed within two-page
spreads, and very little of it feels extraneous. ...A worthy picture-book
primer on the Queen of Tejano music."-Kirkus Reviews This is a moving
and impassioned picture book about the iconic Queen of Tejano music,
Selena Quintanilla, that will embolden young readers to find their
passion and make the impossible, possible! Selena Quintanilla's music
career began at the age of nine when she started singing in her family's
band. She went from using a hairbrush as a microphone to traveling from
town to town to play gigs. But Selena faced a challenge: People said that
she would never make it in Tejano music, which was dominated by male
performers. Selena was determined to prove them wrong. Born and
raised in Texas, Selena didn't know how to speak Spanish, but with the
help of her dad, she learned to sing it. With songs written and composed
by her older brother and the fun dance steps Selena created, her band,
Selena Y Los Dinos, rose to stardom! A true trailblazer, her success in
Tejano music and her crossover into mainstream American music opened

Becoming Billie Holiday - Carole Boston Weatherford 2008-10-01
The stunning voice and hard life of legendary jazz singer Billie Holiday is
revealed through evocative, accessible poetry. In 1915, Sadie Fagan gave
birth to a daughter she named Eleanora. The world, however, would
know her as Billie Holiday, possibly the greatest jazz singer of all time.
Eleanora's journey to become a legend took her through pain, poverty,
and run-ins with the law. By the time she was fifteen, she knew she
possessed something that could possibly change her life--a voice.
Eleanora could sing. Her remarkable voice led her to a place in the
spotlight with some of the era's hottest big bands. Through a sequence of
raw and poignant poems, New York Times best-selling and awardwinning poet Carole Boston Weatherford chronicles the singer's young
life, her fight for survival, and the dream she pursued with passion.
Billie Holiday - John Szwed 2015-03-31
• Kirkus Best Books of 2015 selection for Biography • Published in
celebration of Holiday’s centenary, the first biography to focus on the
singer’s extraordinary musical talent When Billie Holiday stepped into
Columbia’s studios in November 1933, it marked the beginning of what is
arguably the most remarkable and influential career in twentieth-century
popular music. Her voice weathered countless shifts in public taste, and
new reincarnations of her continue to arrive, most recently in the form of
singers like Amy Winehouse and Adele. Most of the writing on Holiday
has focused on the tragic details of her life—her prostitution at the age of
fourteen, her heroin addiction and alcoholism, her series of abusive
relationships—or tried to correct the many fabrications of her
autobiography. But now, Billie Holiday stays close to the music, to her
performance style, and to the self she created and put into print, on
record and on stage. Drawing on a vast amount of new material that has
surfaced in the last decade, critically acclaimed jazz writer John Szwed
considers how her life inflected her art, her influences, her uncanny
voice and rhythmic genius, a number of her signature songs, and her
legacy.
Blues Legacies and Black Feminism - Angela Y. Davis 2011-10-05
From one of this country's most important intellectuals comes a brilliant
analysis of the blues tradition that examines the careers of three crucial
black women blues singers through a feminist lens. Angela Davis
provides the historical, social, and political contexts with which to
reinterpret the performances and lyrics of Gertrude "Ma" Rainey, Bessie
Smith, and Billie Holiday as powerful articulations of an alternative
consciousness profoundly at odds with mainstream American culture.
The works of Rainey, Smith, and Holiday have been largely
misunderstood by critics. Overlooked, Davis shows, has been the way
their candor and bravado laid the groundwork for an aesthetic that
allowed for the celebration of social, moral, and sexual values outside the
constraints imposed by middle-class respectability. Through meticulous
transcriptions of all the extant lyrics of Rainey and Smith−published here
in their entirety for the first time−Davis demonstrates how the roots of
the blues extend beyond a musical tradition to serve as a conciousnessraising vehicle for American social memory. A stunning, indispensable
contribution to American history, as boldly insightful as the women Davis
praises, Blues Legacies and Black Feminism is a triumph.
Pinky Bloom and the Case of the Magical Menorah - Judy Press 2021
Brooklyn's greatest detective Penina "Pinky" Bloom and her brother Avi
solve the case of the mysterious menorah when an ancient Israeli coin is
stolen from her family's synagogue.
Spirit Seeker - Gary Golio 2012
Tells the story of the legendary jazz musician, from his deeply religious
childhood to his career as a boundary-breaking musician who found
inspiration in his own unique approach to both spirituality and music.
Still Hanging - Bryant Keith Alexander 2021
"The current socio-political climate in the United States sheds a critical,
glaring light on the racism and white supremacy which has been part of
strange-fruit-billie-holiday-and-the-power-of-a-protest-song
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the door for other Latinx entertainers, and she became an inspiration for
Latina girls everywhere.
When Bob Met Woody - Gary Golio 2011-12-01
An enchanting, true story of the 2016 Nobel Prize in Literature winner,
Bob Dylan, and his mentor, Woody Guthrie. "Hey hey, Woody Guthrie, I
wrote you a song..." When Bob finished, Woody's face lit up like the sun.
Bob Dylan is a musical icon, an American legend, and, quite simply, a
poet. But before he became Bob Dylan, he was Bob Zimmerman, a kid
from rural Minnesota. This lyrical and gorgeously illustrated picture book
biography follows Bob as he renames himself after his favorite poet,
Dylan Thomas, and leaves his mining town to pursue his love of music in
New York City. There, he meets his folk music hero and future mentor,
Woody Guthrie, changing his life forever.
Why Jazz Happened - Marc Myers 2019-02-26
Why Jazz Happened is the first comprehensive social history of jazz. It
provides an intimate and compelling look at the many forces that shaped
this most American of art forms and the many influences that gave rise to
jazz's post-war styles. Rich with the voices of musicians, producers,
promoters, and others on the scene during the decades following World
War II, this book views jazz's evolution through the prism of
technological advances, social transformations, changes in the law,
economic trends, and much more. In an absorbing narrative enlivened by
the commentary of key personalities, Marc Myers describes the myriad
of events and trends that affected the music's evolution, among them, the
American Federation of Musicians strike in the early 1940s, changes in
radio and concert-promotion, the introduction of the long-playing record,
the suburbanization of Los Angeles, the Civil Rights movement, the
"British invasion" and the rise of electronic instruments. This
groundbreaking book deepens our appreciation of this music by
identifying many of the developments outside of jazz itself that
contributed most to its texture, complexity, and growth.
Mister And Lady Day - Amy Novesky 2017-02-07
Billie Holiday—also known as Lady Day—had fame, style, a stellar voice,
big gardenias in her hair, and lots of dogs. She had a coat-pocket poodle,
a beagle, Chihuahuas, a Great Dane, and more, but her favorite was a
boxer named Mister. Mister was always there to bolster her courage
through good times and bad, even before her legendary appearance at
New York’s Carnegie Hall. Newton’s stylish illustrations keep the simply
told story focused on the loving bond between Billie Holiday and her
treasured boxer. An author’s note deals more directly with the singer’s
troubled life, and includes a little-known photo of Mister and Lady Day!
Billie Holiday - Carlos Sampayo 2017-05-01
Born in Baltimore in 1915, and dead too early in New York in 1959, Billie
Holiday became a legendary jazz singer, even mythical. With her voice
even now managing to touch so many people, we follow a reporter on the
trail of the artist on behalf of a New York daily. Beyond the public
scandals that marred the life of the star (alcohol, drugs, violence...), he
seeks to restore the truth, revisiting the memory of Billie. Through this
investigation, Muñoz and Sampayo trace, through the undertones of
racism, and in the wake of the blues, the slow drift of a singer who
expressed the deepest emotions in jazz. By internationally renowned
Argentine artists, featuring Muñoz' strikingly raw heavy blacks, this is
not just a biography but a spell-binding art book tribute.
Strange Fruit: Billie Holiday, Café Society And An Early Cry For Civil
Rights - David Margolick 2013-06-27
The story of the song that foretold a movement and the Lady who dared
sing it. Billie Holiday's signature tune, 'Strange Fruit', with its graphic
and heart-wrenching portrayal of a lynching in the South, brought home
the evils of racism as well as being an inspiring mark of resistance. The
song's powerful, evocative lyrics - written by a Jewish communist
schoolteacher - portray the lynching of a black man in the South. In
1939, its performance sparked controversy (and sometimes violence)
wherever Billie Holiday went. Not until sixteen years later did Rosa Parks
refuse to yield her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama bus. Yet 'Strange
Fruit' lived on, and Margolick chronicles its effect on those who
experienced it first-hand: musicians, artists, journalists, intellectuals,
students, budding activists, even the waitresses and bartenders who
worked the clubs.
Carlos Santana - Gary Golio 2018-09-04
Presents the childhood story of Carlos Santana, from his early exposure
to mariachi to his successful fusing of rock, blues, jazz, and Latin
influences.
Elegy for Mary Turner - Rachel Marie-Crane Williams 2021-08-17
A lyrical and haunting depiction of American racial violence and
lynching, evoked through stunning full-color artwork In late May 1918 in
strange-fruit-billie-holiday-and-the-power-of-a-protest-song

Valdosta, Georgia, ten Black men and one Black woman—Mary Turner,
eight months pregnant at the time—were lynched and tortured by mobs
of white citizens. Through hauntingly detailed full-color artwork and
collage, Elegy for Mary Turner names those who were killed, identifies
the killers, and evokes a landscape in which the NAACP investigated the
crimes when the state would not and a time when white citizens baked
pies and flocked to see Black corpses while Black people fought to make
their lives—and their mourning—matter. Included are contributions from
C. Tyrone Forehand, great-grandnephew of Mary and Hayes Turner,
whose family has long campaigned for the deaths to be remembered;
abolitionist activist and educator Mariame Kaba, reflecting on the
violence visited on Black women’s bodies; and historian Julie Buckner
Armstrong, who opens a window onto the broader scale of lynching’s
terror in American history.
Strange Fruit - David Margolick 2001-01-23
Recorded by jazz legend Billie Holiday in 1939, "Strange Fruit" is
considered to be the first significant song of the civil rights movement
and the first direct musical assault upon racial lynchings in the South.
Originally sung in New York's Cafe Society, these revolutionary lyrics
take on a life of their own in this revealing account of the song and the
struggle it personified. Strange Fruit not only chronicles the civil rights
movement from the '30s on, it examines the lives of the beleaguered
Billie Holiday and Abel Meeropol, the white Jewish schoolteacher and
communist sympathizer who wrote the song that would have an impact
on generations of fans, black and white, unknown and famous, including
performers Lena Horne, Eartha Kitt, and Sting.
Chasing the Scream - Johann Hari 2015-01-20
The New York Times Bestseller What if everything you think you know
about addiction is wrong? Johann Hari's journey into the heart of the war
on drugs led him to ask this question--and to write the book that gave
rise to his viral TED talk, viewed more than 62 million times, and
inspired the feature film The United States vs. Billie Holiday and the
documentary series The Fix. One of Johann Hari's earliest memories is of
trying to wake up one of his relatives and not being able to. As he grew
older, he realized he had addiction in his family. Confused, not knowing
what to do, he set out and traveled over 30,000 miles over three years to
discover what really causes addiction--and what really solves it. He
uncovered a range of remarkable human stories--of how the war on
drugs began with Billie Holiday, the great jazz singer, being stalked and
killed by a racist policeman; of the scientist who discovered the
surprising key to addiction; and of the countries that ended their own
war on drugs--with extraordinary results. Chasing the Scream is the
story of a life-changing journey that transformed the addiction debate
internationally--and showed the world that the opposite of addiction is
connection.
The Nantucket Sea Monster - Darcy Pattison 2017-09-12
A JUNIOR LIBRARY GUILD SELECTION | 2018 NCTE Notable Children's
Book in Language Arts. Do you believe everything you read in the
newspaper?Early in August 1937, a news flash came: a sea monster had
been spotted lurking off the shore of Nantucket Island. Historically, the
Massachusetts island had served as port for whaling ships. Eyewitnesses
swore this wasn't a whale, but some new, fearsome creature. As
eyewitness account piled up, newspaper stories of the sea monster
spread quickly. Across the nation, people shivered in fear.Then,
footprints were found on a Nantucket beach. Photographs were sent to
prominent biologists for their opinion. Discussion swirled about raising a
hunting party. On August 18, news spread across the island: the sea
monster had been captured. Islanders ran to the beach and couldn't
believe their eyes. This nonfiction picture book is a perfect tool to discuss
non-political fake news stories. Back matter discusses the freedom of the
press guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
Quotes from Thomas Jefferson make it clear that fake news has always
been one of the costs of a free press. A Timeline lists actual events in the
order they occurred. A vocabulary list defines relevant words.
Power in the Blood? - JoAnne Marie Terrell 2005-09-01
Can the gospel message of the Atonement have a liberative message for
black Christians? Is there, indeed, "power in the blood of Jesus"? This
study of the meaning of the cross in the African American religious
experience is both comprehensive and powerful: comprehensive because
it explores the meaning of the cross -- symbol of suffering and sacrifice -from the early beginnings of Christianity through modern times, and
powerful because it is written by a black woman who has experienced
abuse and the oppression of field-work.
Lady Day at Emerson's Bar & Grill - Lanie Robertson 1989
"Deals with one of the last appearances of Billie Holiday." -- p.7 | May
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include musicians.
33 Revolutions per Minute - Dorian Lynskey 2011-04-05
Dorian Lynskey is one of the most prominent music critics writing today.
With 33 Revolutions Per Minute, he offers an engrossing, insightful, and
wonderfully researched history of protest music in the twentieth century
and beyond. From Billie Holiday and Woodie Guthrie to Bob Dylan and
the Clash to Green Day and Rage Against the Machine, 33 Revolutions
Per Minute is a moving and fascinating portrait of a century of popular
music that tried to change the world.
Spirits Rejoice! - Jason C. Bivins 2015-04-01
In Spirits Rejoice! Jason Bivins explores the relationship between
American religion and American music, and the places where religion
and jazz have overlapped. Much writing about jazz tends toward glorified
discographies or impressionistic descriptions of the actual sounds.
Rather than providing a history, or series of biographical entries, Spirits
Rejoice! takes to heart a central characteristic of jazz itself and
improvises, generating a collection of themes, pursuits, reoccurring foci,
and interpretations. Bivins riffs on interviews, liner notes, journals,
audience reception, and critical commentary, producing a work that
argues for the centrality of religious experiences to any legitimate
understanding of jazz, while also suggesting that jazz opens up new
interpretations of American religious history. Bivins examines themes
such as musical creativity as related to specific religious traditions, jazz
as a form of ritual and healing, and jazz cosmologies and metaphysics.
Spirits Rejoice! connects Religious Studies to Jazz Studies through
thematic portraits, and a vast number of interviews to propose a new,
improvisationally fluid archive for thinking about religion, race, and
sound in the United States. Bivins's conclusions explore how the sound of
spirits rejoicing challenges not only prevailing understandings of race
and music, but also the way we think about religion. Spirits Rejoice! is an
essential volume for any student of jazz, American religion, or American
culture.
Billie Holiday: The Graphic Novel - Ebony Gilbert 2021-03-09
Dive into the celebrated life of “Lady Day” with this fully-illustrated
graphic novel that tells the story of Billie Holiday’s rapid—and, at times,
grueling—rise to become one of the best musicians who ever lived. From
her days as a young entertainer performing for small jazz clubs in
Harlem, to headlining sold-out shows at Carnegie Hall, every trouble and
triumph of Billie Holiday's bold, influential career is featured in this
graphic novel from Fantoons. Throughout the book’s 144 pages of
dazzling color illustrations, readers will revisit Billie’s peak years as she
helped lead the transition from the Harlem Renaissance to the iconic
Swing Era alongside some of the top names in jazz—including Artie
Shaw, Lester Young, and Count Basie. Meanwhile, readers will learn the
true history behind the making and recording of some of Billie’s mostclassic hits, like “God Bless the Child,” and “Strange Fruit,” the latter of
which is considered to be the first protest song of the civil rights era.
Widely recognized as one of the greatest jazz singers of all time, Billie’s
emotive voice, distinct phrasing, and flawless technique cemented her
place as an American icon. Now, new and longtime fans alike have the
opportunity to learn more about Lady Day’s short but spectacular life. At
a time when the country is struggling with issues involving identity and
race, this graphic novel provides a timely look into the fascinating life of
a fighter, survivor, and world-renowned artist.
Religion Around Billie Holiday - Tracy Fessenden 2019-10-16
Soulful jazz singer Billie Holiday is remembered today for her unique
sound, troubled personal history, and a catalogue that includes such
resonant songs as “Strange Fruit” and “God Bless the Child.” Holiday
and her music were also strongly shaped by religion, often in surprising
ways. Religion Around Billie Holiday examines the spiritual and religious
forces that left their mark on the performer during her short but
influential life. Mixing elements of biography with the history of race and
American music, Tracy Fessenden explores the multiple religious
influences on Holiday’s life and sound, including her time spent as a
child in a Baltimore convent, the echoes of black Southern churches in
the blues she encountered in brothels, the secular riffs on ancestral faith
in the poetry of the Harlem Renaissance, and the Jewish songwriting
culture of Tin Pan Alley. Fessenden looks at the vernacular devotions
scholars call lived religion—the Catholicism of the streets, the Jewishness
of the stage, the Pentecostalism of the roadhouse or the concert
arena—alongside more formal religious articulations in institutions,
doctrine, and ritual performance. Insightful and compelling, Fessenden’s
study brings unexpected materials and archival voices to bear on the
shaping of Billie Holiday’s exquisite craft and indelible persona. Religion
Around Billie Holiday illuminates the power and durability of religion in
strange-fruit-billie-holiday-and-the-power-of-a-protest-song

the making of an American musical icon.
Strange Fruit - Lillian Eugenia Smith 1953
Why Solange Matters - Stephanie Phillips 2021-04-20
Growing up in the shadow of her superstar sister, Solange Knowles
became a pivotal musician in her own right. Defying an industry that
attempted to bend her to its rigid image of a Black woman, Solange
continually experimented with her sound and embarked on a
metamorphosis in her art that continues to this day. In Why Solange
Matters, Stephanie Phillips chronicles the creative journey of an artist
who became a beloved voice for the Black Lives Matter generation. A
Black feminist punk musician herself, Phillips addresses not only the
unpredictable trajectory of Solange’s career but also how she and other
Black women see themselves through the musician's repertoire. First,
she traces Solange’s progress through an inflexible industry, charting
the artist’s development up to 2016, when the release of her third album,
A Seat at the Table, redefined her career. Then, with A Seat at the Table
and 2019’s When I Get Home, Phillips describes how Solange embraced
activism, anger, Black womanhood, and intergenerational trauma to
inform her remarkable art. Why Solange Matters not only cements the
place of its subject in the pantheon of world-changing twenty-first
century musicians; it introduces its writer as an important new voice.
The Cross and the Lynching Tree - James H. Cone 2011
A landmark in the conversation about race and religion in America. "They
put him to death by hanging him on a tree." Acts 10:39 The cross and the
lynching tree are the two most emotionally charged symbols in the
history of the African American community. In this powerful new work,
theologian James H. Cone explores these symbols and their
interconnection in the history and souls of black folk. Both the cross and
the lynching tree represent the worst in human beings and at the same
time a thirst for life that refuses to let the worst determine our final
meaning. While the lynching tree symbolized white power and "black
death," the cross symbolizes divine power and "black life" God
overcoming the power of sin and death. For African Americans, the
image of Jesus, hung on a tree to die, powerfully grounded their faith
that God was with them, even in the suffering of the lynching era. In a
work that spans social history, theology, and cultural studies, Cone
explores the message of the spirituals and the power of the blues; the
passion and of Emmet Till and the engaged vision of Martin Luther King,
Jr.; he invokes the spirits of Billie Holliday and Langston Hughes, Fannie
Lou Hamer and Ida B. Well, and the witness of black artists, writers,
preachers, and fighters for justice. And he remembers the victims,
especially the 5,000 who perished during the lynching period. Through
their witness he contemplates the greatest challenge of any Christian
theology to explain how life can be made meaningful in the face of death
and injustice.
Mamaleh Knows Best - Marjorie Ingall 2016-08-30
We all know the stereotype of the Jewish mother: Hectoring, guiltinducing, clingy as a limpet. In Mamaleh Knows Best, Tablet Magazine
columnist Marjorie Ingall smashes this tired trope with a hammer.
Blending personal anecdotes, humor, historical texts, and scientific
research, Ingall shares Jewish secrets for raising self-sufficient, ethical,
and accomplished children. She offers abundant examples showing how
Jewish mothers have nurtured their children’s independence, fostered
discipline, urged a healthy distrust of authority, consciously cultivated
geekiness and kindness, stressed education, and maintained a sense of
humor. These time-tested strategies have proven successful in a wide
variety of settings and fields over the vast span of history. But you don't
have to be Jewish to cultivate the same qualities in your own children.
Ingall will make you think, she will make you laugh, and she will make
you a better parent. You might not produce a Nobel Prize winner (or hey,
you might), but you'll definitely get a great human being.
With Billie - Julia Blackburn 2012-10-10
From Julia Blackburn, an author whose ability to conjure lives from other
times and places is so vivid that one suspects she sees ghosts, here is a
portrait of a woman whose voice continues to haunt anyone who hears it.
Billie Holiday’s life is inseparable from an account of her troubles, her
addictions, her arrests, and the scandals that would repeatedly put her
name in the tabloid headlines of the 1940s and 1950s. Those who knew
her learned never to be surprised by what she might do. Her moods and
faces were so various that she could seem to be a different woman from
one moment to the next. Volatile, unpredictable, Billie Holiday remained,
even to her friends, an elusive and perplexing figure. In With Billie, we
hear the voices of those people–piano players and dancers, pimps and
junkies, lovers and narcs, producers and critics, each recalling intimate
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Mystery reveals Lady Day in all her complexity, humor and pain–a true
jazz virtuoso whose passion and originality made every song she sang
hers forever. Celebrated by poets, revered by recording artists from
Frank Sinatra to Macy Gray, Billie Holiday is more popular and
influential today than ever before. Now, thanks to this marvelous book,
Holiday’s many fans can finally understand the singer and the woman
they love.
Strange Fruit - Gary Golio 2017
Tells the story of how Billie Holiday and songwriter Abel Meeropol
combined their talents to create "Strange Fruit," the iconic protest song
that brought attention to lynching and racism in America.
Strange Fruit, Volume II - Joel Christian Gill 2018-02
Presents historical and cultural commentary on eight lesser-known
African Americans, including the only known female Buffalo soldier, and
a fighter pilot who flew for France in World War I.
Strange Fruit - Gary Golio 2017-02-01
The audience was completely silent the first time Billie Holiday
performed a song called "Strange Fruit." In the 1930s, Billie was known
as a performer of jazz and blues music, but this song wasn't either of
those things. It was a song about injustice, and it would change her life
forever. Discover how two outsiders—Billie Holiday, a young black
woman raised in poverty, and Abel Meeropol, the son of Jewish
immigrants—combined their talents to create a song that challenged
racism and paved the way for the Civil Rights movement.
Making Their Voices Heard - Vivian Kirkfield 2020-01-14
Ella Fitzgerald and Marilyn Monroe. On the outside, you couldn't find
two girls who looked more different. But on the inside, they were alike-full of hopes and dreams and plans of what might be. Ella Fitzgerald's
velvety tones and shube-doobie-doos captivated audiences. Jazz greats
like Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington couldn't wait to share the stage
with her, but still, Ella could not book a performance at one of the
biggest clubs in town--one she knew would give her career its biggest
break yet. Marilyn Monroe dazzled on the silver screen with her baby
blue eyes and breathy boo-boo-be-doos. But when she asked for better
scripts, a choice in who she worked with, and a higher salary, studio
bosses refused. Two women whose voices weren't being heard. Two
women chasing after their dreams and each helping the other to achieve
them. This is the inspiring, true story of two incredibly talented women
who came together to help each other shine like the stars that they are.
Play the Way You Feel - Kevin Whitehead 2020-04-01
Jazz stories have been entwined with cinema since the inception of jazz
film genre in the 1920s, giving us origin tales and biopics, spectacles and
low-budget quickies, comedies, musicals, and dramas, and stories of
improvisers and composers at work. And the jazz film has seen a
resurgence in recent years--from biopics like Miles Ahead and HBO's
Bessie, to dramas Whiplash and La La Land. In Play the Way You Feel,
author and jazz critic Kevin Whitehead offers a comprehensive guide to
these films and other media from the perspective of the music itself.
Spanning 93 years of film history, the book looks closely at movies,
cartoons, and a few TV shows that tell jazz stories, from early talkies to
modern times, with an eye to narrative conventions and common story
points. Examining the ways historical films have painted a clear picture
of the past or overtly distorted history, Play the Way You Feel serves up
capsule discussions of sundry topics including Duke Ellington's social life
at the Cotton Club, avant-garde musical practices in 1930s vaudeville,
and Martin Scorsese's improvisatory method on the set of New York,
New York. Throughout the book, Whitehead brings the same analytical
bent and concise, witty language listeners know from his jazz segments
on NPR's Fresh Air with Terry Gross. He investigates well-known songs,
traces the development of the stock jazz film ending, and offers fresh,
often revisionist takes on works by such directors as Howard Hawks,
John Cassavetes, Shirley Clarke, Francis Ford Coppola, Clint Eastwood,
Spike Lee, Robert Altman, Woody Allen and Damien Chazelle. In all, Play
the Way You Feel is a feast for film-genre fanatics and movie-watching
jazz enthusiasts.

stories of the Billie they knew. What emerges is a portrait of a complex,
contradictory, enthralling woman, a woman who knew what really
mattered to her. Reading With Billie, one is convinced that she has only
just left the room but will return shortly.
Strange Fruit - Mark Waid 2017-05-03
J.G. Jones (52, Wanted) and Mark Waid (Irredeemable, Superman:
Birthright, Kingdom Come) weave a powerful, literary, fully-painted
piece of historical fiction that examines the heroic myth while exploring
themes of racism, cultural legacy, and human nature. During the Great
Flood of 1927 in Chatterlee, Mississippi, the River is rising as fast as the
racial and social tensions in town. But when an otherworldly being falls
from the sky and challenges everything these divided people know, it
changes things . . . forever. Includes a foreword by renowned film critic
Elvis Mitchell. Collects the complete limited series and never-before-seen
process art by J.G. Jones. "...a must read for anyone who is a fan of the
medium." - Comic Book Resources
Strange Fruit - Gary Golio 2016-12-01
This distinctive, memorable picture book for older readers tells the story
of how the racism protest song"Strange Fruit" came into being in 1939.
This is also the inspiring story of two outsidersBillie Holiday, a young
black woman raised in poverty, and Abel Meeropol, the son of Jewish
immigrantswhose combined talents created a truly unforgettable song.
Dark Was the Night - Gary Golio 2020-08-25
The poignant story of Blind Willie Johnson--the legendary Texas musician
whose song "Dark Was the Night" was included on the Voyager I space
probe's Golden Record Willie Johnson was born in 1897, and from the
beginning he loved to sing--and play his cigar box guitar. But his
childhood was interrupted when he lost his mother and his sight. How
does a blind boy make his way in the world? Fortunately for Willie, the
music saved him and brought him back into the light. His powerful voice,
combined with the wailing of his slide guitar, moved people. Willie made
a name for himself performing on street corners all over Texas. And one
day he hit it big when he got a record deal and his songs were played on
the radio. Then in 1977, his song--"Dark Was the Night"--was chosen to
light up the darkness when it was launched into space on the Voyager I
space probe's famous Golden Record. His immortal song was selected for
the way it expresses the loneliness humans all feel, while reminding us
we're not alone.
Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor - Patricia Valdez 2018-03-13
For fans of Ada Twist: Scientist comes a fascinating picture book
biography of a pioneering female scientist--who loved reptiles! Back in
the days of long skirts and afternoon teas, young Joan Procter
entertained the most unusual party guests: slithery and scaly ones, who
turned over teacups and crawled past the crumpets.... While other girls
played with dolls, Joan preferred the company of reptiles. She carried her
favorite lizard with her everywhere--she even brought a crocodile to
school! When Joan grew older, she became the Curator of Reptiles at the
British Museum. She went on to design the Reptile House at the London
Zoo, including a home for the rumored-to-be-vicious komodo dragons.
There, just like when she was a little girl, Joan hosted children's tea
parties--with her komodo dragon as the guest of honor. With a lively text
and vibrant illustrations, scientist and writer Patricia Valdez and
illustrator Felicita Sala bring to life Joan Procter's inspiring story of
passion and determination. A Chicago Public Library Best Book of the
Year selection
If You Can't Be Free, Be a Mystery - Farah Jasmine Griffin 2002-04-30
More than four decades after her death, Billie Holiday remains one of the
most gifted artists of our time–and also one of the most elusive. Because
of who she was and how she chose to live her life, Lady Day has been the
subject of both intense adoration and wildly distorted legends. Now at
last, Farah Jasmine Griffin, a writer of intellectual authority and superb
literary gifts, liberates Billie Holiday from the mythology that has
obscured both her life and her art. An intimate meditation on Holiday’s
place in American culture and history, If You Can’t Be Free, Be A
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