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Politigram and the Post-Left - Joshua Citarella 2021-08-17
A unique look into young online memetic subcultures where gen Z teens
explore radical politics such as: eco-extremism, neoreaction, anarchoprimitivism, transhumanism, anarcho-capitalism, alt-right, post-left,
egoism and cyber-nihilism.
Mimesis - Erich Auerbach 2013-10-06
More than half a century after its translation into English, Erich
Auerbach's Mimesis remains a masterpiece of literary criticism. A
brilliant display of erudition, wit, and wisdom, his exploration of how
great European writers from Homer to Virginia Woolf depicted reality
has taught generations how to read Western literature. This new
expanded edition includes a substantial essay in introduction by Edward
Said as well as an essay, never before translated into English, in which
Auerbach responds to his critics. A German Jew, Auerbach was forced
out of his professorship at the University of Marburg in 1935. He left for
Turkey, where he taught at the state university in Istanbul. There he
wrote Mimesis, publishing it in German after the end of the war.
Displaced as he was, Auerbach produced a work of great erudition that
contains no footnotes, basing his arguments instead on searching,
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illuminating readings of key passages from his primary texts. His aim
was to show how from antiquity to the twentieth century literature
progressed toward ever more naturalistic and democratic forms of
representation. This essentially optimistic view of European history now
appears as a defensive--and impassioned--response to the inhumanity he
saw in the Third Reich. Ranging over works in Greek, Latin, Spanish,
French, Italian, German, and English, Auerbach used his remarkable
skills in philology and comparative literature to refute any narrow form
of nationalism or chauvinism, in his own day and ours. For many readers,
both inside and outside the academy, Mimesis is among the finest works
of literary criticism ever written. This Princeton Classics edition includes
a substantial introduction by Edward Said as well as an essay in which
Auerbach responds to his critics.
Existential Phenomenology - William A Luijpen 2011-05-01
Edges of the State - John Protevi 2019-04-01
Using philosophical and scientific work to engage the perennial question
of human nature This book takes a look at the formation, and edges, of
states: their breakdowns and attempts to repair them, and their
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encounters with non-state peoples. It draws upon anthropology, political
philosophy, neuroscience, evolutionary biology, child developmental
psychology, and other fields to look at states as projects of constructing
“bodies politic,” where the civic and the somatic intersect. John Protevi
asserts that humans are predisposed to “prosociality,” or being
emotionally invested in social partners and patterns. With readings from
Jean-Jacques Rousseau and James C. Scott; a critique of the assumption
of widespread pre-state warfare as a selection pressure for the evolution
of human prosociality and altruism; and an examination of the different
“economies of violence” of state and non-state societies, Edges of the
State sketches a notion of prosocial human nature and its attendant
normative maxims. Forerunners: Ideas First Short books of thought-inprocess scholarship, where intense analysis, questioning, and speculation
take the lead
Capitalism and the Death Drive - Byung-Chul Han 2021-05-18
What we call growth today is in fact a tumorous growth, a cancerous
proliferation which is disrupting the social organism. These tumours
endlessly metastasize and grow with an inexplicable, deadly vitality. At a
certain point this growth is no longer productive, but rather destructive.
Capitalism passed this point long ago. Its destructive forces cause not
only ecological and social catastrophes but also mental collapse. The
destructive compulsion to perform combines self-affirmation and selfdestruction in one. We optimize ourselves to death. Brutal competition
ends in destruction. It produces an emotional coldness and indifference
towards others as well as towards one’s own self. The devastating
consequences of capitalism suggest that a death drive is at work. Freud
initially introduced the death drive hesitantly, but later admitted that he
‘couldn’t think beyond it’ as the idea of the death drive became
increasingly central to his thought. Today, it is impossible to think about
capitalism without considering the death drive.
The Burnout Society - Byung-Chul Han 2015-08-12
Our competitive, service-oriented societies are taking a toll on the latemodern individual. Rather than improving life, multitasking, "userfriendly" technology, and the culture of convenience are producing
psychopolitics-neoliberalism-and-new-technologies-of-power-verso-futures

disorders that range from depression to attention deficit disorder to
borderline personality disorder. Byung-Chul Han interprets the
spreading malaise as an inability to manage negative experiences in an
age characterized by excessive positivity and the universal availability of
people and goods. Stress and exhaustion are not just personal
experiences, but social and historical phenomena as well. Denouncing a
world in which every against-the-grain response can lead to further
disempowerment, he draws on literature, philosophy, and the social and
natural sciences to explore the stakes of sacrificing intermittent
intellectual reflection for constant neural connection.
After the Orgy - Dominic Pettman 2012-02-01
Explores the post-Enlightenment obsession with apocalyptic endings.
The Expulsion of the Other - Byung-Chul Han 2018-01-08
The days of the Other are over in this age of excessive communication,
information and consumption. What used to be the Other, be it as friend,
as Eros or as hell, is now indistinguishable from the self in our
narcissistic desire to assimilate everything and everyone until there are
no boundaries left. The result is a 'terror of the Same', lives in which we
no longer pursue knowledge, insight and experience but are instead
reduced to the echo chambers and illusory encounters offered by social
media. In extreme cases, this feeling of disorientation and senselessness
is compensated through self-harm, or even harming others through acts
of terrorism. Byung-Chul Han argues that our times are characterized
not by external repression but by an internal depression, whereby the
destructive pressure comes not from the Other but from the self. It is
only by returning to a society of listeners and lovers, by acknowledging
and desiring the Other, that we can seek to overcome the isolation and
suffering caused by this crushing process of total assimilation.
Duty Free Art - Hito Steyerl 2017-11-21
What is the function of art in the era of digital globalization? How can
one think of art institutions in an age defined by planetary civil war,
growing inequality, and proprietary digital technology? The boundaries
of such institutions have grown fuzzy. They extend from a region where
the audience is pumped for tweets to a future of “neurocurating,” in
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which paintings surveil their audience via facial recognition and eye
tracking to assess their popularity and to scan for suspicious activity. In
Duty Free Art, filmmaker and writer Hito Steyerl wonders how we can
appreciate, or even make art, in the present age. What can we do when
arms manufacturers sponsor museums, and some of the world’s most
valuable artworks are used as currency in a global futures market
detached from productive work? Can we distinguish between
information, fake news, and the digital white noise that bombards our
everyday lives? Exploring subjects as diverse as video games, WikiLeaks
files, the proliferation of freeports, and political actions, she exposes the
paradoxes within globalization, political economies, visual culture, and
the status of art production.
The Interior Silence - Sarah Sands 2021-11-09
A journey around the world to find tranquility, quiet the mind, and
understand the power of silence. Suffering from information overload
and unable to sleep, acclaimed journalist Sarah Sands tried countless
strategies to de-stress, only to find temporary relief. Searching for
something different, something lasting, Sands went on a quest to
uncover ancient and proven wisdom for a happier, quieter, and more
compassionate life. In this insightful and beautifully written book, Sands
takes us along on her pilgrimage to ten monasteries around the world. In
the remoteness of these sacred spaces, Sands observes a hidden
knowledge held by monks and nuns—what she calls "the interior silence."
Renouncing the material world, their inner concentration buoys them in
an extraordinary weightlessness and freedom, an oasis of reflection.
Behind the cloistered walls, Sands too finds a clarity of mind and an
unexpected capacity for solitude. From a Coptic desert community in
Egypt to a retreat in the Japanese mountains, discover another way of
being—moving from appetite, envy, and anxiety to compassion and
appreciation. The ultimate remedy for a digital age in which everyone is
talking, and no one is listening, this book reminds us of the importance of
silence and the power of stillness. BEYOND MINDFULNESS: The
trendiness and explosion of books on meditation and mindfulness does
not always solve our modern-day stressors or our fight-or-flight
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existence. The Interior Silence goes beyond new-age mindfulness to offer
traditional wisdom from monks for quieting the mind and embracing
simplicity. DISCOVER ANCIENT WISDOM: For spiritual readers and
wisdom seekers, The Interior Silence takes you directly to the root of
these ancient practices, learning from monastic life around the world.
FOR ARMCHAIR TRAVELERS: For readers who enjoyed The Geography
of Bliss, anyone who enjoys learning about new places and cultures, or
for those craving a trip, this book will take you to the countryside's,
deserts, and mountains of Japan, France, Egypt, Greece, and more.
Digital audio edition introduction read by the author.
No Speed Limit - Steven Shaviro 2015-01-30
Accelerationism is the bastard offspring of a furtive liaison between
Marxism and science fiction. Its basic premise is that the only way out is
the way through: to get beyond capitalism, we need to push its
technologies to the point where they explode. This may be dubious as a
political strategy, but it works as a powerful artistic program. Other
authors have debated the pros and cons of accelerationist politics; No
Speed Limit makes the case for an accelerationist aesthetics. Our
present moment is illuminated, both for good and for ill, in the cracked
mirror of science-fictional futurity. Forerunners: Ideas First is a thoughtin-process series of breakthrough digital publications. Written between
fresh ideas and finished books, Forerunners draws on scholarly work
initiated in notable blogs, social media, conference plenaries, journal
articles, and the synergy of academic exchange. This is gray literature
publishing: where intense thinking, change, and speculation take place in
scholarship.
The Meaning of Trump - Brian Francis Culkin 2018-06-29
The election of Donald Trump was a shattering moment to the political
sensibilities of America; immediately sending the country into a frenzy of
commentary, critique, and a never-ending media coverage that has
bordered on the absurd. But the question still remains: what does it all
mean? The Meaning of Trump is an ideological critique that sees the
election of Donald Trump as a completely natural progression to the
general trajectory of digitized technologies, neoliberalism, and a new
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breed of financialized capitalism; destructive global forces that know no
party affiliation or national boundary. Although Donald Trump is
undoubtedly the symptom that has exploded to the surface after nearly
four decades of failed policies and broken promises by both Republicans
and Democrats alike, his election can also be seen as an existential fork
in the road for both the United States and even humanity itself. What
path is taken still remains to be seen.
The Question Concerning Technology in China - Yuk Hui 2019-02-12
A systematic historical survey of Chinese thought is followed by an
investigation of the historical-metaphysical questions of modern
technology, asking how Chinese thought might contribute to a renewed
questioning of globalized technics. Heidegger's critique of modern
technology and its relation to metaphysics has been widely accepted in
the East. Yet the conception that there is only one—originally
Greek—type of technics has been an obstacle to any original critical
thinking of technology in modern Chinese thought. Yuk Hui argues for
the urgency of imagining a specifically Chinese philosophy of technology
capable of responding to Heidegger's challenge, while problematizing
the affirmation of technics and technologies as anthropologically
universal. This investigation of the historical-metaphysical question of
technology, drawing on Lyotard, Simondon, and Stiegler, and
introducing a history of modern Eastern philosophical thinking largely
unknown to Western readers, including philosophers such as Feng
Youlan, Mou Zongsan, and Keiji Nishitani, sheds new light on the
obscurity of the question of technology in China. Why was technics never
thematized in Chinese thought? Why has time never been a real question
for Chinese philosophy? How was the traditional concept of Qi
transformed in its relation to Dao as China welcomed technological
modernity and westernization? In The Question Concerning Technology
in China, a systematic historical survey of the major concepts of
traditional Chinese thinking is followed by a startlingly original
investigation of these questions, in order to ask how Chinese thought
might today contribute to a renewed, cosmotechnical questioning of
globalized technics.
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Psychopolitics - Byung-Chul Han 2017-12-05
Exploring how neoliberalism has discovered the productive force of the
psyche Byung-Chul Han, a star of German philosophy, continues his
passionate critique of neoliberalism, trenchantly describing a regime of
technological domination that, in contrast to Foucault’s biopower, has
discovered the productive force of the psyche. In the course of discussing
all the facets of neoliberal psychopolitics fueling our contemporary crisis
of freedom, Han elaborates an analytical framework that provides an
original theory of Big Data and a lucid phenomenology of emotion. But
this provocative essay proposes counter models too, presenting a wealth
of ideas and surprising alternatives at every turn.
The Agony of Eros - Byung-Chul Han 2017-04-07
An argument that love requires the courage to accept self-negation for
the sake of discovering the Other. Byung-Chul Han is one of the most
widely read philosophers in Europe today, a member of the new
generation of German thinkers that includes Markus Gabriel and Armen
Avanessian. In The Agony of Eros, a bestseller in Germany, Han
considers the threat to love and desire in today's society. For Han, love
requires the courage to accept self-negation for the sake of discovering
the Other. In a world of fetishized individualism and technologically
mediated social interaction, it is the Other that is eradicated, not the self.
In today's increasingly narcissistic society, we have come to look for love
and desire within the “inferno of the same.” Han offers a survey of the
threats to Eros, drawing on a wide range of sources—Lars von Trier's
film Melancholia, Wagner's Tristan und Isolde, Fifty Shades of Grey,
Michel Foucault (providing a scathing critique of Foucault's valorization
of power), Martin Buber, Hegel, Baudrillard, Flaubert, Barthes, Plato,
and others. Han considers the “pornographication” of society, and shows
how pornography profanes eros; addresses capitalism's leveling of
essential differences; and discusses the politics of eros in today's
“burnout society.” To be dead to love, Han argues, is to be dead to
thought itself. Concise in its expression but unsparing in its insight, The
Agony of Eros is an important and provocative entry in Han's ongoing
analysis of contemporary society. This remarkable essay, an intellectual
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experience of the first order, affords one of the best ways to gain full
awareness of and join in one of the most pressing struggles of the day:
the defense, that is to say—as Rimbaud desired it—the “reinvention” of
love. —from the foreword by Alain Badiou
The Disappearance of Rituals - Byung-Chul Han 2020-09-08
Untrammelled neoliberalism and the inexorable force of production have
produced a 21st century crisis of community: a narcissistic cult of
authenticity and mass turning-inward are among the pathologies
engendered by it. We are individuals afloat in an atomised society, where
the loss of the symbolic structures inherent in ritual behaviour has led to
overdependence on the contingent to steer identity. Avoiding saccharine
nostalgia for the rituals of the past, Han provides a genealogy of their
disappearance as a means of diagnosing the pathologies of the present.
He juxtaposes a community without communication – where the intensity
of togetherness in silent recognition provides structure and meaning – to
today’s communication without community, which does away with
collective feelings and leaves individuals exposed to exploitation and
manipulation by neoliberal psycho-politics. The community that is
invoked everywhere today is an atrophied and commoditized community
that lacks the symbolic power to bind people together. For Han, it is only
the mutual praxis of recognition borne by the ritualistic sharing of the
symbolic between members of a community which creates the footholds
of objectivity allowing us to make sense of time. This new book by one of
the most creative cultural theorists writing today will be of interest to a
wide readership.
Enjoying It - Alfie Bown 2015-12-11
Using a range of ‘case studies’ from Critical Theory to Candy Crush,
‘Gangnam Style’ to Game of Thrones and Football Manager to
Hieronymus Bosch, this book argues that we need to rethink our
enjoyment. Inspired by psychoanalysis, the book offers a new way of
thinking about how we talk about what we enjoy and how we enjoy what
we talk about.
The Twittering Machine - Richard Seymour 2020-09-22
A brilliant probe into the political and psychological effects of our
psychopolitics-neoliberalism-and-new-technologies-of-power-verso-futures

changing relationship with social media Former social media executives
tell us that the system is an addiction-machine. We are users, waiting for
our next hit as we like, comment and share. We write to the machine as
individuals, but it responds by aggregating our fantasies, desires and
frailties into data, and returning them to us as a commodity experience.
The Twittering Machine is an unflinching view into the calamities of
digital life: the circus of online trolling, flourishing alt-right subcultures,
pervasive corporate surveillance, and the virtual data mines of Facebook
and Google where we spend considerable portions of our free time. In
this polemical tour de force, Richard Seymour shows how the digital
world is changing the ways we speak, write, and think. Through
journalism, psychoanalytic reflection and insights from users, developers,
security experts and others, Seymour probes the human side of the
machine, asking what we’re getting out of it, and what we’re getting
into. Social media held out the promise that we could make our own
history–to what extent did we choose the nightmare that it has become?
The Palliative Society - Byung-Chul Han 2021-08-30
Our societies today are characterized by a universal algophobia: a
generalized fear of pain. We strive to avoid all painful conditions – even
the pain of love is treated as suspect. This algophobia extends into
society: less and less space is given to conflicts and controversies that
might prompt painful discussions. It takes hold of politics too: politics
becomes a palliative politics that is incapable of implementing radical
reforms that might be painful, so all we get is more of the same. Faced
with the coronavirus pandemic, the palliative society is transformed into
a society of survival. The virus enters the palliative zone of well-being
and turns it into a quarantine zone in which life is increasingly focused
on survival. And the more life becomes survival, the greater the fear of
death, which has become increasingly visible again. Everywhere, the
prolongation of life at any cost is the preeminent value, and we are
prepared to sacrifice everything that makes life worth living for the sake
of survival. This trenchant analysis of our contemporary societies by one
of the most original cultural critics of our time will be of interest to a
wide readership.
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Postliberal Politics - Adrian Pabst 2021-06-16
Hyper-capitalism and extreme identity politics are driving us to
distraction. Both destroy the basis of a common life shared across ages
and classes. The COVID-19 crisis could accelerate these tendencies
further, or it could herald something more hopeful: a post-liberal
moment. Adrian Pabst argues that now is the time for an alternative –
postliberalism – that is centred around trust, dignity, and human
relationships. Instead of reverting to the destabilising inhumanity of 'justin-time' free-market globalisation, we could build a politics upon the
sense of localism and community spirit, the valuing of family, place and
belonging, which was a real theme of lockdown. We are not obliged to
put up with the restoration of a broken status quo that erodes trust,
undermines institutions and trashes our precious natural environment.
We could build a pluralist democracy, decentralise the state, and
promote embedded, mutualist markets. This bold book shows that only a
politics which fuses economic justice with social solidarity and ecological
balance can overcome our deep divisions and save us from authoritarian
backlash.
Psychopolitics - Byung-Chul Han 2017-12-05
Exploring how neoliberalism has discovered the productive force of the
psyche Byung-Chul Han, a star of German philosophy, continues his
passionate critique of neoliberalism, trenchantly describing a regime of
technological domination that, in contrast to Foucault’s biopower, has
discovered the productive force of the psyche. In the course of discussing
all the facets of neoliberal psychopolitics fueling our contemporary crisis
of freedom, Han elaborates an analytical framework that provides an
original theory of Big Data and a lucid phenomenology of emotion. But
this provocative essay proposes counter models too, presenting a wealth
of ideas and surprising alternatives at every turn.
The Transparency Society - Byung-Chul Han 2015-08-19
Transparency is the order of the day. It is a term, a slogan, that
dominates public discourse about corruption and freedom of information.
Considered crucial to democracy, it touches our political and economic
lives as well as our private lives. Anyone can obtain information about
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anything. Everything—and everyone—has become transparent: unveiled
or exposed by the apparatuses that exert a kind of collective control over
the post-capitalist world. Yet, transparency has a dark side that,
ironically, has everything to do with a lack of mystery, shadow, and
nuance. Behind the apparent accessibility of knowledge lies the
disappearance of privacy, homogenization, and the collapse of trust. The
anxiety to accumulate ever more information does not necessarily
produce more knowledge or faith. Technology creates the illusion of total
containment and the constant monitoring of information, but what we
lack is adequate interpretation of the information. In this manifesto,
Byung-Chul Han denounces transparency as a false ideal, the strongest
and most pernicious of our contemporary mythologies.
Coronavirus, Psychoanalysis, and Philosophy - Fernando Castrillón
2021-04-06
Originally published in the European Journal of Psychoanalysis (EJP), the
essays in this volume are a set of responses to the coronavirus crisis by
distinguished philosophers and psychoanalysts from around the globe.
The coronavirus irrupted making swift and deep cuts in the fabric of our
existence: the risks of contagion and indefinite periods of isolation have
radically altered the functioning of society. Pandemics do not wait for
comprehension in order to proliferate. Confusion, sickness, and death
punctuate the failure of governments worldwide to respond. This
collection of writings examines the effects of the pandemic and the
conditions that make possible such a global crisis. The writers provoke
us to consider how capitalism, governmental power, and biopolitics mold
the contours of life and death. The contributors in this collection ignite
urgent political dialogue, address emergent transformations in the social
field and offer perspectives on shifts in subjectivity and psychoanalytic
practice. Beyond providing reflections on the impact of the coronavirus,
the authors point to determinants of how the crisis will unfold and what
may be on the horizon. This book will be invaluable to psychoanalysts,
psychotherapists, philosophers, and to all those interested in the
implications of the virus for psychoanalytic practice and theory, and the
social, cultural and political spheres of our world.
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Weariness of the Self - Alain Ehrenberg 2010
Depression, once a subfield of neurosis, has become the most diagnosed
mental disorder in the world. Why and how has depression become such
a topical illness and what does it tell us about changing ideas of the
individual and society? Alain Ehrenberg investigates the history of
depression and depressive symptoms across twentieth-century
psychiatry, showing that identifying depression is far more difficult than
a simple diagnostic distinction between normal and pathological sadness
- the one constant in the history of depression is its changing definition.
Drawing on the accumulated knowledge of a lifetime devoted to the
study of the individual in modern democratic society, Ehrenberg shows
that the phenomenon of modern depression is not a construction of the
pharmaceutical industry but a pathology arising from inadequacy in a
social context where success is attributed to, and expected of, the
autonomous individual. In so doing, he provides both a novel and
convincing description of the illness that clarifies the intertwining
relationship between its diagnostic history and changes in social norms
and values. The first book to offer both a global sociological view of
contemporary depression and a detailed description of psychiatric
reasoning and its transformation - from the invention of electroshock
therapy to mass consumption of Prozac - The Weariness of the Self offers
a compelling exploration of depression as social fact.
A Wild Thing - Hilde Bouchez 2017
"Everyday objects can have an extra dimension or quality that has no
relation to functionality, form, a concept or a trend. So what is it that
gives a particular glass an 'aura'? Why should one thing have more shine,
passion and 'mystical allure' than another? A Wild Thing attempts to
identify and describe these often intangible qualities. There seems to be
an inner light that shines from certain things. Unlike the blinding
spotlight of media and marketing, this light is gentle and clear and
reflects the methodology and intention of the maker. Ancient craftsmen
designed from a place of unity with matter and the cosmos, putting
themselves at the service of the making process and thereby creating a
moment of transference from maker to thing. A Wild Thing focuses on
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how this unity between a person, a thing and the universe can be
attained through a particular manner of both designing and experiencing
objects. This approach is in stark contrast to that of the star designer,
who frequently conceives useless products that are nothing more than
status symbols designed to generate wasteful consumption. In a series of
essays, Hilde Bouchez reflects on design history and the latest
movements within the design world. She also presents a
phenomenological methodology that opens up a new, more poetic
approach to everyday objects for both maker and consumer. The texts
are linked by the author's search for a sustainability and meaning that
transcends the organic component of materials"--Back cover.
Good Entertainment - Byung-Chul Han 2019-10-08
A philosopher considers entertainment, in all its totalizing
variety—infotainment, edutainment, servotainment—and traces the
notion through Kant, Zen Buddhism, Heidegger, Kafka, and
Rauschenberg. In Good Entertainment, Byung-Chul Han examines the
notion of entertainment—its contemporary ubiquity, and its philosophical
genealogy. Entertainment today, in all its totalizing variety, has an
apparently infinite capacity for incorporation: infotainment, edutainment,
servotainment, confrontainment. Entertainment is held up as a new
paradigm, even a new credo for being—and yet, in the West, it has had
inescapably negative connotations. Han traces Western ideas of
entertainment, considering, among other things, the scandal that arose
from the first performance of Bach's Saint Matthew's Passion (deemed
too beautiful, not serious enough); Kant's idea of morality as duty and the
entertainment value of moralistic literature; Heidegger's idea of the
thinker as a man of pain; Kafka's hunger artist and the art of negativity,
which takes pleasure in annihilation; and Robert Rauschenberg's refusal
of the transcendent. The history of the West, Han tells us, is a passion
narrative, and passion appears as a killjoy. Achievement is the new
formula for passion, and play is subordinated to production, gamified.
And yet, he argues, at their core, passion and entertainment are not
entirely different. The pure meaninglessness of entertainment is adjacent
to the pure meaning of passion. The fool's smile resembles the pain7/12
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racked visage of Homo doloris. In Good Entertainment, Han explores this
paradox.
Saving Beauty - Byung-Chul Han 2017-10-27
Beauty today is a paradox. The cult of beauty is ubiquitous but it has lost
its transcendence and become little more than an aspect of
consumerism, the aesthetic dimension of capitalism. The sublime and
unsettling aspects of beauty have given way to corporeal pleasures and
'likes', resulting in a kind of 'pornography' of beauty. In this book,
cultural theorist Byung-Chul Han reinvigorates aesthetic theory for our
digital age. He interrogates our preoccupation with all things slick and
smooth, from Jeff Koon's sculptures and the iPhone to Brazilian waxing.
Reaching far deeper than our superficial reactions to viral videos and
memes, Han reclaims beauty, showing how it manifests itself as truth,
temptation and even disaster. This wide-ranging and profound
exploration of beauty, encompassing ethical and political considerations
as well as aesthetic, will appeal to all those interested in cultural and
aesthetic theory, philosophy and digital media.
The New Aesthetics of Deculturation - Thorsten Botz-Bornstein
2019-08-22
What are the predominant aesthetics of the twenty-first century?
Thorsten Botz-Bornstein argues that deculturation, embodied by the
conspicuous vulgarity of kitsch, is the overriding visual language of our
times. Drawing on the work of Islam scholar Olivier Roy, who argued that
religious fundamentalism arises when religion is separated from the
indigenous cultural values, Botz-Bornstein shows that the production of
'absolute' truths through deculturation also exists in contemporary
education. The neoliberal environment has separated learning from
culture by emphasizing standardization and quantified learning
outcomes. In a globalized environment, the idea of culture is no longer
available as a referent; instead we are taught to rely on the culturally
neutral term 'excellence'. For Botz-Bornstein, this is an absolute value
similar to the 'truth' of religious fundamentalists. Similarly, kitsch is
what happens when aesthetic values are separated from cultural
contexts. Kitsch is aesthetic fundamentalism. Kitsch aesthetics are an
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aesthetics of excellence. The consumption of kitsch can be understood as
an intrinsically narcissistic impulse, reinforced by social media,
individuals recycling their own selves without being confronted with the
culture of the “other.” The existence of self-centred “alternative truths”,
fake news and conspiracy theories and selfies are linked together in the
fundamentalism–neoliberalism–kitsch pattern. Including analysis of the
intersections of 'cute', 'excellent', 'sublime', and 'interesting' in
contemporary aesthetic culture, this is a journey through philosophy,
psychology and cultural theory, redefining a new aesthetics of
deculturation.
Preliminary Materials for a Theory of the Young-Girl - Tiqqun
2012-06-22
A theoretical dissection of capitalism's ultimate form of merchandise: the
living spectacle of the Young-Girl. The Young-Girl is not always young;
more and more frequently, she is not even female. She is the figure of
total integration in a disintegrating social totality. —from Theory of the
Young-Girl First published in France in 1999, Preliminary Materials for a
Theory of the Young-Girl dissects the impossibility of love under Empire.
The Young-Girl is consumer society's total product and model citizen:
whatever “type” of Young-Girl she may embody, whether by whim or
concerted performance, she can only seduce by consuming. Filled with
the language of French women's magazines, rooted in Proust's figure of
Albertine and the amusing misery of (teenage) romance in Witold
Gombrowicz's Ferdydurke, and informed by Pierre Klossowski's notion of
“living currency” and libidinal economy, Preliminary Materials for a
Theory of the Young-Girl diagnoses—and makes visible—a phenomenon
that is so ubiquitous as to have become transparent. In the years since
the book's first publication in French, the worlds of fashion, shopping,
seduction plans, makeover projects, and eating disorders have moved
beyond the comparatively tame domain of paper magazines into the
perpetual accessibility of Internet culture. Here the Young-Girl can seek
her own reflection in corporate universals and social media exchanges of
“personalities” within the impersonal realm of the marketplace. Tracing
consumer society's colonization of youth and sexuality through the
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Young-Girl's “freedom” (in magazine terms) to do whatever she wants
with her body, Tiqqun exposes the rapaciously competitive and
psychically ruinous landscape of modern love.
Living in Disneyland - Alex Mazey 2020-10-30
Living in Disneyland is a short - yet urgent - tour de force exploration of
late-stage capitalism, told through the lens of a Baudrillardian
perspective. Through an aphoristic and epigrammatic style, Alex Mazey
delves into the absurd (hyper)realities of contemporary living, attempting
to decipher and understand 'what it means to observe surrealism in the
21st Century, to feel as if you must be dreaming.'
In the Swarm - Byung-Chul Han 2017-04-07
A prominent German thinker argues that—contrary to “Twitter
Revolution” cheerleading—digital communication is destroying political
discourse and political action. The shitstorm represents an authentic
phenomenon of digital communication. —from In the Swarm Digital
communication and social media have taken over our lives. In this
contrarian reflection on digitized life, Byung-Chul Han counters the
cheerleaders for Twitter revolutions and Facebook activism by arguing
that digital communication is in fact responsible for the disintegration of
community and public space and is slowly eroding any possibility for real
political action and meaningful political discourse. In the predigital,
analog era, by the time an angry letter to the editor had been composed,
mailed, and received, the immediate agitation had passed. Today, digital
communication enables instantaneous, impulsive reaction, meant to
express and stir up outrage on the spot. “The shitstorm,” writes Han,
”represents an authentic phenomenon of digital communication.”
Meanwhile, the public, the senders and receivers of these
communications have become a digital swarm—not a mass, or a crowd,
or Negri and Hardt's antiquated notion of a “multitude,” but a set of
isolated individuals incapable of forming a “we,” incapable of calling
dominant power relations into question, incapable of formulating a future
because of an obsession with the present. The digital swarm is a
fragmented entity that can focus on individual persons only in order to
make them an object of scandal. Han, one of the most widely read
psychopolitics-neoliberalism-and-new-technologies-of-power-verso-futures

philosophers in Europe today, describes a society in which information
has overrun thought, in which the same algorithms are employed by
Facebook, the stock market, and the intelligence services. Democracy is
under threat because digital communication has made freedom and
control indistinguishable. Big Brother has been succeeded by Big Data.
The Scent of Time - Byung-Chul Han 2017-09-25
In his philosophical reflections on the art of lingering, acclaimed cultural
theorist Byung-Chul Han argues that the value we attach today to the
vita activa is producing a crisis in our sense of time. Our attachment to
the vita activa creates an imperative to work which degrades the human
being into a labouring animal, an animal laborans. At the same time, the
hyperactivity which characterizes our daily routines robs human beings
of the capacity to linger and the faculty of contemplation. It therefore
becomes impossible to experience time as fulfilling. Drawing on a range
of thinkers including Heidegger, Nietzsche and Arendt, Han argues that
we can overcome this temporal crisis only by revitalizing the vita
contemplativa and relearning the art of lingering. For what distinguishes
humans from other animals is the capacity for reflection and
contemplation, and when life regains this capacity, this art of lingering, it
gains in time and space, in duration and vastness.
What is Power? - Byung-Chul Han 2018-12-28
Power is a pervasive phenomenon yet there is little consensus on what it
is and how it should be understood. In this book the cultural theorist
Byung-Chul Han develops a fresh and original perspective on the nature
of power, shedding new light on this key feature of social and political
life. Power is commonly defined as a causal relation: an individual’s
power is the cause that produces a change of behaviour in someone else
against the latter’s will. Han rejects this view, arguing that power is
better understood as a mediation between ego and alter which creates a
complex array of reciprocal interdependencies. Power can also be
exercised not only against the other but also within and through the
other, and this involves a much higher degree of mediation. This
perspective enables us to see that power and freedom are not opposed to
one another but are manifestations of the same power, differing only in
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the degree of mediation. This highly original account of power will be of
great interest to students and scholars of philosophy and of social,
political and cultural theory, as well as to anyone seeking to understand
the many ways in which power shapes our lives today.
Shanzhai - Byung-Chul Han 2017-10-13
Tracing the thread of “decreation” in Chinese thought, from constantly
changing classical masterpieces to fake cell phones that are better than
the original. Shanzhai is a Chinese neologism that means “fake,”
originally coined to describe knock-off cell phones marketed under such
names as Nokir and Samsing. These cell phones were not crude forgeries
but multifunctional, stylish, and as good as or better than the originals.
Shanzhai has since spread into other parts of Chinese life, with shanzhai
books, shanzhai politicians, shanzhai stars. There is a shanzhai Harry
Potter: Harry Potter and the Porcelain Doll, in which Harry takes on his
nemesis Yandomort. In the West, this would be seen as piracy, or even
desecration, but in Chinese culture, originals are continually
transformed—deconstructed. In this volume in the Untimely Meditations
series, Byung-Chul Han traces the thread of deconstruction, or
“decreation,” in Chinese thought, from ancient masterpieces that invite
inscription and transcription to Maoism—“a kind a shanzhai Marxism,”
Han writes. Han discusses the Chinese concepts of quan, or law, which
literally means the weight that slides back and forth on a scale, radically
different from Western notions of absoluteness; zhen ji, or original,
determined not by an act of creation but by unending process; xian zhan,
or seals of leisure, affixed by collectors and part of the picture's
composition; fuzhi, or copy, a replica of equal value to the original; and
shanzhai. The Far East, Han writes, is not familiar with such “predeconstructive” factors as original or identity. Far Eastern thought
begins with deconstruction.
Heroes - Franco "Bifo" Berardi 2015-02-03
What is the relationship between capitalism and mental health? In his
most unsettling book to date, Franco “Bifo” Berardi embarks on an
exhilarating journey through philosophy, psychoanalysis and current
events, searching for the social roots of the mental malaise of our age.
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Spanning an array of horrors – the Aurora “Joker” killer; Anders Breivik;
American school massacres; the suicide epidemic in Korea and Japan;
and the recent spate of “austerity” suicides in Europe – Heroes dares to
explore the darkest shadow cast by the contemporary obsession with
relentless competition and hyper-connectivity. In a volume that crowns
four decades of radical intellectual work, Berardi develops the
psychoanalytical insights of his friend Félix Guattari and proposes
dystopian irony as a strategy to disentangle ourselves from the deadly
embrace of absolute capitalism.
Dialectic of the Ladder - Ben Ware 2015-08-27
Ludwig Wittgenstein's Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (1922) remains
one of the most enigmatic works of twentieth century thought. In this
bold and original new study, Ben Ware argues that Wittgenstein's early
masterpiece is neither an analytic treatise on language and logic, nor a
quasi-mystical work seeking to communicate 'ineffable' truths. Instead,
we come to understand the Tractatus by grasping it in a twofold sense:
first, as a dialectical work which invites the reader to overcome certain
'illusions of thought'; and second as a modernist work whose antiphilosophical ambition is intimately tied to its radical aesthetic
character. By placing the Tractatus in the force field of modernism,
Dialectic of the Ladder clears the ground for a new and challenging
exploration of the work's ethical dimension. It also casts new light upon
the cultural, aesthetic and political significances of Wittgenstein's
writing, revealing hitherto unacknowledged affinities with a host of
philosophical and literary authors, including Hegel, Kierkegaard, Marx,
Nietzsche, Adorno, Benjamin, and Kafka.
What IS Sex? - Alenka Zupancic 2017-09-08
Why sexuality is at the point of a “short circuit” between ontology and
epistemology. Consider sublimation—conventionally understood as a
substitute satisfaction for missing sexual satisfaction. But what if, as
Lacan claims, we can get exactly the same satisfaction that we get from
sex from talking (or writing, painting, praying, or other activities)? The
point is not to explain the satisfaction from talking by pointing to its
sexual origin, but that the satisfaction from talking is itself sexual. The
10/12

Downloaded from verdaddigital.com on by guest

satisfaction from talking contains a key to sexual satisfaction (and not
the other way around)—even a key to sexuality itself and its inherent
contradictions. The Lacanian perspective would make the answer to the
simple-seeming question, “What is sex?” rather more complex. In this
volume in the Short Circuits series, Alenka Zupančič approaches the
question from just this perspective, considering sexuality a properly
philosophical problem for psychoanalysis; and by psychoanalysis, she
means that of Freud and Lacan, not that of the kind of clinician
practitioners called by Lacan “orthopedists of the unconscious.”
Zupančič argues that sexuality is at the point of a “short circuit” between
ontology and epistemology. Sexuality and knowledge are structured
around a fundamental negativity, which unites them at the point of the
unconscious. The unconscious (as linked to sexuality) is the concept of an
inherent link between being and knowledge in their very negativity.
Cold Intimacies - Eva Illouz 2013-04-23
It is commonly assumed that capitalism has created an a-emotional world
dominated by bureaucratic rationality; that economic behavior conflicts
with intimate, authentic relationships; that the public and private
spheres are irremediably opposed to each other; and that true love is
opposed to calculation and self-interest. Eva Illouz rejects these
conventional ideas and argues that the culture of capitalism has fostered
an intensely emotional culture in the workplace, in the family, and in our
own relationship to ourselves. She argues that economic relations have
become deeply emotional, while close, intimate relationships have
become increasingly defined by economic and political models of
bargaining, exchange, and equity. This dual process by which emotional
and economic relationships come to define and shape each other is called
emotional capitalism. Illouz finds evidence of this process of emotional
capitalism in various social sites: self-help literature, women's
magazines, talk shows, support groups, and the Internet dating sites.
How did this happen? What are the social consequences of the current
preoccupation with emotions? How did the public sphere become
saturated with the exposure of private life? Why does suffering occupy a
central place in contemporary identity? How has emotional capitalism
psychopolitics-neoliberalism-and-new-technologies-of-power-verso-futures

transformed our romantic choices and experiences? Building on and
revising the intellectual legacy of critical theory, this book addresses
these questions and offers a new interpretation of the reasons why the
public and the private, the economic and the emotional spheres have
become inextricably intertwined.
Your Post Has Been Removed - Frederik Stjernfelt 2019-01-01
This open access monograph argues established democratic norms for
freedom of expression should be implemented on the internet.
Moderating policies of tech companies as Facebook, Twitter and Google
have resulted in posts being removed on an industrial scale. While this
moderation is often encouraged by governments - on the pretext that
terrorism, bullying, pornography, "hate speech" and "fake news" will
slowly disappear from the internet - it enables tech companies to censure
our society. It is the social media companies who define what is
blacklisted in their community standards. And given the dominance of
social media in our information society, we run the risk of outsourcing
the definition of our principles for discussion in the public domain to
private companies. Instead of leaving it to social media companies only
to take action, the authors argue democratic institutions should take an
active role in moderating criminal content on the internet. To make this
possible, tech companies should be analyzed whether they are
approaching a monopoly. Antitrust legislation should be applied to bring
those monopolies within democratic governmental oversight. Despite
being in different stages in their lives, Anne Mette is in the startup phase
of her research career, while Frederik is one of the most prolific
philosophers in Denmark, the authors found each other in their concern
about Free Speech on the internet. The book was originally published in
Danish as Dit opslag er blevet fjernet - techgiganter & ytringsfrihed.
Praise for 'Your Post has been Removed' "From my perspective both as a
politician and as private book collector, this is the most important nonfiction book of the 21st Century. It should be disseminated to all
European citizens. The learnings of this book and the use we make of
them today are crucial for every man, woman and child on earth. Now
and in the future." Jens Rohde, member of the European Parliament for
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the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe "This timely book
compellingly presents an impressive array of information and analysis
about the urgent threats the tech giants pose to the robust freedom of
speech and access to information that are essential for individual liberty
and democratic self-government. It constructively explores potential
strategies for restoring individual control over information flows to and
about us. Policymakers worldwide should take heed!" Nadine Strossen,
Professor, New York Law School. Author, HATE: Why We Should Resist
It with Free Speech, Not Censorship.
Walled States, Waning Sovereignty - Wendy Brown 2017-04-28
A prize-winning examination of why nation-states wall themselves off
despite widespread proclamations of global connectedness. Why do walls
marking national boundaries proliferate amid widespread proclamations
of global connectedness and despite anticipation of a world without
borders? Why are barricades built of concrete, steel, and barbed wire
when threats to the nation today are so often miniaturized, vaporous,
clandestine, dispersed, or networked? In Walled States, Waning
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Sovereignty, Wendy Brown considers the recent spate of wall building in
contrast to the erosion of nation-state sovereignty. Drawing on classical
and contemporary political theories of state sovereignty in order to
understand how state power and national identity persist amid its
decline, Brown considers both the need of the state for legitimacy and
the popular desires that incite the contemporary building of walls. The
new walls—dividing Texas from Mexico, Israel from Palestine, South
Africa from Zimbabwe—consecrate the broken boundaries they would
seem to contest and signify the ungovernability of a range of forces
unleashed by globalization. Yet these same walls often amount to little
more than theatrical props, frequently breached, and blur the distinction
between law and lawlessness that they are intended to represent. But if
today's walls fail to resolve the conflicts between globalization and
national identity, they nonetheless project a stark image of sovereign
power. Walls, Brown argues, address human desires for containment and
protection in a world increasingly without these provisions. Walls
respond to the wish for horizons even as horizons are vanquished.
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