Lost Japan Alex Kerr
This is likewise one of the factors by obtaining the soft documents of this lost japan alex kerr by online. You might not require more epoch to spend to go to the book inauguration as competently as search for them. In
some cases, you likewise accomplish not discover the proclamation lost japan alex kerr that you are looking for. It will unquestionably squander the time.
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Bangkok Found - Alex Kerr 2010
Sequel to Alex Carr's award-winning 'Lost Japan', 'Bangkok Found' takes you on a journey to the origin in
this series of meditations on the city.
Another Bangkok - Alex Kerr 2022-04-26
From the author of Another Kyoto and Lost Japan, a rich, personal exploration of the culture and history of
Bangkok, and an essential guide for anyone visiting the city Alex Kerr has spent over thirty years of his life
living in Bangkok. As with his bestselling books on Japan, this evocative personal meditation explores the
city's secret corners. Here is the huge, traffic-choked metropolis of concrete high-rises, slums and sky
trains; but also a place of peace and grace. Looking afresh at everything from ceramics to Thai dance,
flower patterns to old houses, Kerr reveals one of Asia's most kaleidoscopically complex cities. Another
Bangkok will delight both those who think they know the city well and those visiting for the first time.
Another Kyoto - Alex Kerr 2018-07-05
Another Kyoto is an insider's meditation on the hidden wonders of Japan's most enigmatic city. Drawing on
decades living in Kyoto, and on lore gleaned from artists, Zen monks and Shinto priests, Alex Kerr
illuminates the simplest things - a temple gate, a wall, a sliding door - in a new way. 'A rich book of intimate
proportions ... In Kyoto, facts and meaning are often hidden in plain sight. Kerr's gift is to make us stop and
cast our eyes upward to a temple plaque, or to squint into the gloom of an abbot's chamber' Japan Times
'Kerr and Sokol have performed a minor miracle by presenting that which is present in Kyoto as that which
we have yet to see. I know that I will never pass a wall, or tread a floor, or sit on tatami the same way again'
Kyoto Journal
Hokkaido Highway Blues - Will Ferguson 2003
It had never been done before. Not in 4000 years of Japanese recorded history had anyone followed the
Cherry Blossom Front from one end of the country to the other. Nor had anyone hitchhiked the length of
Japan. But, heady on sakura and sake, Will Ferguson bet he could do both. The resulting travelogue is one
of the funniest and most illuminating books ever written about Japan. And, as Ferguson learns, it illustrates
that to travel is better than to arrive.
Rice, Noodle, Fish - Matt Goulding 2015-10-27
Finalist for the 2016 IACP Awards: Literary Food Writing An innovative new take on the travel guide, Rice,
Noodle, Fish decodes Japan's extraordinary food culture through a mix of in-depth narrative and insider
advice, along with 195 color photographs. In this 5000-mile journey through the noodle shops, tempura
temples, and teahouses of Japan, Matt Goulding, co-creator of the enormously popular Eat This, Not That!
book series, navigates the intersection between food, history, and culture, creating one of the most
ambitious and complete books ever written about Japanese culinary culture from the Western perspective.
Written in the same evocative voice that drives the award-winning magazine Roads & Kingdoms, Rice,
Noodle, Fish explores Japan's most intriguing culinary disciplines in seven key regions, from the kaiseki
tradition of Kyoto and the sushi masters of Tokyo to the street food of Osaka and the ramen culture of
Fukuoka. You won't find hotel recommendations or bus schedules; you will find a brilliant narrative that
interweaves immersive food journalism with intimate portraits of the cities and the people who shape
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Japan's food culture. This is not your typical guidebook. Rice, Noodle, Fish is a rare blend of inspiration and
information, perfect for the intrepid and armchair traveler alike. Combining literary storytelling,
indispensable insider information, and world-class design and photography, the end result is the first ever
guidebook for the new age of culinary tourism.
Geisha of Gion - Mineko Iwasaki 2012-12-11
The extraordinary, bestselling memoir from Japan's foremost geisha. 'A glimpse into the exotic, mysterious,
tinged-with-eroticism world of the almost mythical geisha' Val Hennessy, Daily Mail '[An] eloquent and
innovative memoir' The Times 'I can identify the exact moment when things began to change. It was a cold
winter afternoon. I had just turned three.' Emerging shyly from her hiding place, Mineko encounters
Madam Oima, the formidable proprietress of a prolific geisha house in Gion. Madam Oima is mesmerised by
the child's black hair and black eyes: she has found her successor. And so Mineko is gently, but firmly,
prised away from her parents to embark on an extraordinary profession, of which she will become the best.
But even if you are exquisitely beautiful and the darling of the okiya, the life of a geisha is one of gruelling
demands. And Mineko must first contend with her bitterly jealous sister who is determined to sabotage her
success . . . Captivating and poignant, Geisha of Gion tells of Mineko's ascendancy to fame and her ultimate
decision to leave the profession she found so constricting. After centuries of mystery Mineko is the only
geisha to speak out. This is the true story she has long wanted to tell and the one that the West has long
wanted to hear.
Living in Japan - Alex Kerr 2018
Japanese homes are refuges of tranquility, crafted in a unique domestic aesthetic of Eastern minimalism.
Traditional architecture features alongside cutting-edge contemporary dwellings in this collection of homes,
with many never-before-seen photographs. Turn to the rising sun and discover the fluid simplicity of these
spaces where Zen...
Finding the Heart Sutra - Alex Kerr 2020-11-26
The material world is itself emptiness. Emptiness is itself the material world. Powerful, mystical and
concise, the Heart Sutra is believed to contain the condensed essence of all Buddhist wisdom. This brief
poem on emptiness has exerted immense influence throughout Asia since the seventh century and is woven
into the fabric of daily life. Yet even though it rivals the teachings of Laozi and Confucius in importance,
this ancient Buddhist scripture remains barely known in the West. During the many years he has spent
living in Japan, Alex Kerr has been on a quest after the secrets of the Heart Sutra. Travelling from Japan,
Korea, and China, to India, Mongolia, Tibet and Vietnam, this book brings together Buddhist teaching, talks
with friends and mentors, and acute cultural insights to probe the universe of thought contained within this
short but intense philosophical work. 'Marvellous ... a life's work ... a brilliant literary form, weaving
reflections of the sutra with those on Alex's own magical mystery tour' Alexandra Munroe, Asian Art scholar
and curator
Kanazawa - David Joiner 2022-01-25
In Kanazawa, the first literary novel in English to be set in this storied Japanese city, Emmitt’s future plans
collapse when his wife, Mirai, suddenly backs out of negotiations to purchase their dream home.
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Disappointed, he’s surprised to discover Mirai’s subtle pursuit of a life and career in Tokyo, a city he
dislikes. Harmony is further disrupted when Emmitt’s search for a more meaningful life in Japan leads him
to quit an unsatisfying job at a local university. In the fallout, he finds himself helping his mother-in-law
translate Kanazawa’s most famous author, Izumi Kyoka, into English. While continually resisting Mirai’s
efforts to move to Tokyo, Emmitt becomes drawn into the mysterious death thirty years prior of a mutual
friend of Mirai’s parents. It is only when he and his father-in-law climb the mountain where the man died
that he learns the somber truth, and in turn discovers what the future holds for him and his wife. Packed
with subtle literary allusion and closely observed nuance, with an intimacy of emotion inexorably tied both
to the cityscape and Japan’s mountainous terrain, Kanazawa reflects the mood of Japanese fiction in a fresh,
modern incarnation.
Fifty Sounds - POLLY. BARTON 2021-08-24
Very Thai - Philip Cornwel-Smith 2005
This pioneering insight into contemporary Thai folk culture delves beyond the traditional Thai icons to
reveal the casual, everyday expressions of Thainess that so delight and puzzle. From floral truck bolts and
taxi altars to buffalo cart furniture and
The Stolen Bicycle - Wu Ming-Yi 2017-08-28
Longlisted, Man Booker International Prize, 2018 Six-time Winner of the China Times Open Book Award
and ‘Author of the Year’, Eslite Bookstore A writer embarks on an epic quest in search of his missing
father’s stolen bicycle and soon finds himself caught up in the strangely intertwined stories of Lin Wang,
the oldest elephant who ever lived, the soldiers who fought in the jungles of South-East Asia during the
Second World War and the secret worlds of the butterfly handicraft makers and antique bicycle fanatics of
Taiwan. The Stolen Bicycle is both a majestic historical novel and a profound, startlingly intimate
meditation on memory, family and home. Award-winning novelist Wu Ming-Yi is also an artist, designer,
photographer, literary professor, butterfly scholar, environmental activist, traveller and blogger, and is
widely considered the leading writer of his generation in his native Taiwan. A long-time resident of Taipei,
Darryl Sterk has interests in Taiwan’s local literature and indigenous cultures. He translated the first of Wu
Ming-Yi’s novels to be published in English, The Man with the Compound Eyes. Taiwan Literary Award,
2015 (Taiwan) China Times Open Book Award (Six-time winner, including 2015) (Taiwan) Eslite Bookseller
Award for Author of the Year, 2015 (Taiwan) Dream of the Red Chamber Award, Judge Recommendation
2016 (Hong Kong) UDN Grand Literary Award, 2016 (Taiwan) Publishers Weekly International Hot Book
Properties, 2015 Turnaround Favourite Fiction of 2017 ‘A work of astonishing energy, in which Wu
beautifully touches on loss, life and death, fate and destiny, establishing emotional connections between
memory and objects, and between the natural world and war... a novel that provides comfort and
reconciliation from a wounded past.’ Thinking Taiwan ‘The novel, inspired by his love for bicycles and
Taiwanese history, brings readers back to a simpler time when life moved more slowly and people spent
more time face-to-face with friends and neighbors. Riding a bike allowed people to appreciate and digest
the details of the world around them.’ Taipei Times ‘A profoundly moving novel, such is the power of words
and depth of feeling by Taiwanese author Wu Ming-Yi...He turns events into linguistic gold with his poetic,
dreamlike language.’ Good Reading ‘A visionary ride through flame-scorched lands and machine-clutching
trees and metamorphoses into metal and earth..."World is crazier and more of it than we think,/Incorrigibly
plural", Louis MacNeice wrote...Multiply that by 10 or so and you get some sense of Wu’s astonishing,
often-affecting kaleidoscope.’ NZ Listener ‘Unusual insights and vividly observed detail abound in this witty
and sensitive story.’ Toowoomba Chronicle ‘Beautifully written and beautifully translated. . . . [Ming-Yi]
guides us to see the entirety of experience as bumping flotsam in an unending ocean of life colliding and
making a mess of things or making something new. . . . Lyric, simple, soft, the story crests and recedes and
comes back again.’ The Bloomington Sun-Current ‘Offering a heady dose of realism, surrealism, and magic
realism, with several shots of allegory, award-winning Chinese author Wu [Ming-Yi] offers a work for
‘literary fiction’ readers, but not in the snobbish sense. It’s really for any curious, intelligent reader.’
STARRED review, Library Journal ‘The authors uses conversation, flashbacks of memory, war diaries,
memoir and voice recordings to create a network of literary tributaries in bringing together this ambitious,
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far-reaching narrative that touches so many unique aspects of Taiwan’s history, culture, development and
influences.’ Word by Word
Just Enough - Azby Brown 2013-03-26
"Brown's book Just Enough is a compelling account of how Edo Japan confronted similar environmental
problems and created solutions that connected farms and cities, people and nature." —Huffington Post The
world has changed immeasurably over the last thirty years, with more, bigger, better being the common
mantra. But in the midst of this constantly evolving world, there is a growing community of people who are
looking at our history, searching for answers to issues that are faced everywhere, such as energy, water,
materials, food and population crisis. In Just Enough, author Azby Brown turned to the history of Japan,
where he finds a number of lessons on living in a sustainable society that translate beyond place and time.
This book of stories depicts vanished ways of life from the point of view of a contemporary observer and
presents a compelling argument around how to forge a society that is conservation-minded, waste-free,
well-housed, well-fed and economically robust. Included at the end of each section are lessons in which
Brown elaborates on what Edo Period life has to offer us in the global battle to reverse environmental
degradation. Covering topics on everything from transportation, interconnected systems, and waste
reduction to the need for spiritual centers in the home, there is something here for everyone looking to
make changes in their life. Just Enough is a much-needed beacon in our evolving world, giving us hope in
our efforts to achieve sustainability now.
Fifty Sounds: A Memoir of Language, Learning, and Longing - Polly Barton 2022-03-15
For anyone who has ever yearned to master a new language, Fifty Sounds is a visionary personal account
and an indispensable resource for learning to think beyond your mother tongue. “The language learning I
want to talk about is sensory bombardment. It is a possession, a bedevilment, a physical takeover,” writes
Polly Barton in her eloquent treatise on this profoundly humbling and gratifying act. Shortly before
graduating with a degree in philosophy from the University of Cambridge, Barton on a whim accepted an
English-teaching position in Japan. With the characteristic ambivalence of a twenty-one-year-old whose
summer—and life—stretched out almost infinitely before her, she moved to a remote island in the Sea of
Japan, unaware that this journey would come to define not only her career but her very understanding of
her own identity. Divided into fifty onomatopoeic Japanese phrases, Fifty Sounds recounts Barton’s path to
becoming a literary translator fluent in an incredibly difficult vernacular. From “min-min,” the sound of air
screaming, to “jin-jin,” the sound of being touched for the first time, Barton analyzes these and countless
other foreign sounds and phrases as a means of reflecting on various cultural attitudes, including the
nuances of conformity and the challenges of being an outsider in what many consider a hermetically sealed
society. In a tour-de-force of lyrical, playful prose, Barton recalls the stifling humidity that first greeted her
on the island along with the incessant hum of peculiar new noises. As Barton taught English to inquisitive
middle school children, she studied the basics of Japanese in an inverse way, beginning with simple nouns
and phrases, such as “cat,” “dog,” and “Hello, my name is.” But when it came to surrounding herself in the
culture, simply mastering the basics wasn’t enough. Japanese, Barton learned, has three scripts: the
phonetic katakana and hiragana (collectively known as kana) and kanji (characters of Chinese origin).
Despite her months-long immersion in the language, a word would occasionally produce a sinking feeling
and send her sifting through her dictionaries to find the exact meaning. But this is precisely how Barton has
come to define language learning: “It is the always-bruised but ever-renewing desire to draw close: to a
person, a territory, a culture, an idea, an indefinable feeling.” Engaging and penetrating, Fifty Sounds
chronicles everything from Barton’s most hilarious misinterpretations to her new friends and lovers in
Tokyo —and even the influence of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s transformative philosophy. A classic in the making
in the tradition of Anne Carson and Rachel Cusk, Fifty Sounds is a celebration of the empowering act of
learning to communicate in any new language.
A Brief History of Japan - Jonathan Clements 2017-08-01
This fascinating history tells the story of the people of Japan, from ancient teenage priest-queens to teeming
hordes of salarymen, a nation that once sought to conquer China, yet also shut itself away for two centuries
in self-imposed seclusion. First revealed to Westerners in the chronicles of Marco Polo, Japan was a
legendary faraway land defended by a fearsome Kamikaze storm and ruled by a divine sovereign. It was the
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terminus of the Silk Road, the furthest end of the known world, a fertile source of inspiration for European
artists, and an enduring symbol of the mysterious East. In recent times, it has become a powerhouse of
global industry, a nexus of popular culture, and a harbinger of post-industrial decline. With intelligence and
wit, author Jonathan Clements blends documentary and storytelling styles to connect the past, present and
future of Japan, and in broad yet detailed strokes reveals a country of paradoxes: a modern nation steeped
in ancient traditions; a democracy with an emperor as head of state; a famously safe society built on 108
volcanoes resting on the world's most active earthquake zone; a fast-paced urban and technologically
advanced country whose land consists predominantly of mountains and forests. Among the chapters in this
Japanese history book are: The Way of the Gods: Prehistoric and Mythical Japan A Game of Thrones:
Minamoto vs. Taira Time Warp: 200 Years of Isolation The Stench of Butter: Restoration and Modernization
The New Breed: The Japanese Miracle
The Roads to Sata - Alan Booth 2020-10-29
'A memorable, oddly beautiful book' Wall Street Journal 'A marvellous glimpse of the Japan that rarely
peeks through the country's public image' Washington Post One sunny spring morning in the 1970s, an
unlikely Englishman set out on a pilgrimage that would take him across the entire length of Japan.
Travelling only along small back roads, Alan Booth travelled on foot from Soya, the country's northernmost
tip, to Sata in the extreme south, traversing three islands and some 2,000 miles of rural Japan. His mission:
'to come to grips with the business of living here,' after having spent most of his adult life in Tokyo. The
Roads to Sata is a wry, witty, inimitable account of that prodigious trek, vividly revealing the reality of life
in off-the-tourist-track Japan. Journeying alongside Booth, we encounter the wide variety of people who
inhabit the Japanese countryside - from fishermen and soldiers, to bar hostesses and school teachers, to
hermits, drunks and the homeless. We glimpse vast stretches of coastline and rambling townscapes,
mountains and motorways; watch baseball games and sunrises; sample trout and Kilamanjaro beer, hear
folklore, poems and smutty jokes. Throughout, we enjoy the wit and insight of a uniquely perceptive guide,
and more importantly, discover a new face of an often-misunderstood nation.
Tokyo on Foot - Florent Chavouet 2012-10-23
This prize-winning book is both an illustrated tour of a Tokyo rarely seen in Japan travel guides and an
artist's warm, funny, visually rich, and always entertaining graphic memoir. Florent Chavouet, a young
graphic artist, spent six months exploring Tokyo while his girlfriend interned at a company there. Each day
he would set forth with a pouch full of color pencils and a sketchpad, and visit different neighborhoods. This
stunning book records the city that he got to know during his adventures. It isn't the Tokyo of packaged
tours and glossy guidebooks, but a grittier, vibrant place, full of ordinary people going about their daily
lives and the scenes and activities that unfold on the streets of a bustling metropolis. Here you find
businessmen and women, hipsters, students, grandmothers, shopkeepers, policemen, and other urban types
and tribes in all manner of dress and hairstyles. A temple nestles among skyscrapers; the corner grocery
anchors a diverse assortment of dwellings, cafes, and shops--often tangled in electric lines. The artist mixes
styles and tags his pictures with wry comments and observations. Realistically rendered advertisements or
posters of pop stars contrast with cartoon sketches of iconic objects or droll vignettes, like a housewife
walking her pet pig, a Godzilla statue in a local park, and an urban fishing pond that charges 400 yen per
half hour. This very personal guide to Tokyo is organized by neighborhood with hand-drawn maps that
provide an overview of each neighborhood, but what really defines them is what caught the artist's eye and
attracted his formidable drawing talent. Florent Chavouet begins his introduction by observing that, "Tokyo
is said to be the most beautiful of ugly cities." With wit, a playful sense of humor, and the multicolor pencils
of his kit, he sets aside the question of urban ugliness or beauty and captures the Japanese essence of a
great city in this truly vital portrait.
Bending Adversity - David Pilling 2015-02-24
“[A]n excellent book...” —The Economist Financial Times Asia editor David Pilling presents a fresh vision of
Japan, drawing on his own deep experience, as well as observations from a cross section of Japanese
citizenry, including novelist Haruki Murakami, former prime minister Junichiro Koizumi, industrialists and
bankers, activists and artists, teenagers and octogenarians. Through their voices, Pilling's Bending
Adversity captures the dynamism and diversity of contemporary Japan. Pilling’s exploration begins with the
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2011 triple disaster of earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear meltdown. His deep reporting reveals both Japan’s
vulnerabilities and its resilience and pushes him to understand the country’s past through cycles of crisis
and reconstruction. Japan’s survivalist mentality has carried it through tremendous hardship, but is also the
source of great destruction: It was the nineteenth-century struggle to ward off colonial intent that resulted
in Japan’s own imperial endeavor, culminating in the devastation of World War II. Even the postwar
economic miracle—the manufacturing and commerce explosion that brought unprecedented economic
growth and earned Japan international clout might have been a less pure victory than it seemed. In Bending
Adversity Pilling questions what was lost in the country’s blind, aborted climb to #1. With the same rigor,
he revisits 1990—the year the economic bubble burst, and the beginning of Japan’s “lost decades”—to ask if
the turning point might be viewed differently. While financial struggle and national debt are a reality, postgrowth Japan has also successfully maintained a stable standard of living and social cohesion. And while life
has become less certain, opportunities—in particular for the young and for women—have diversified. Still,
Japan is in many ways a country in recovery, working to find a way forward after the events of 2011 and
decades of slow growth. Bending Adversity closes with a reflection on what the 2012 reelection of Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, and his radical antideflation policy, might mean for Japan and its future. Informed
throughout by the insights shared by Pilling’s many interview subjects, Bending Adversity rigorously
engages with the social, spiritual, financial, and political life of Japan to create a more nuanced
representation of the oft-misunderstood island nation and its people. The Financial Times “David Pilling
quotes a visiting MP from northern England, dazzled by Tokyo’s lights and awed by its bustling prosperity:
‘If this is a recession, I want one.’ Not the least of the merits of Pilling’s hugely enjoyable and perceptive
book on Japan is that he places the denunciations of two allegedly “lost decades” in the context of what the
country is really like and its actual achievements.” The Telegraph (UK) “Pilling, the Asia editor of the
Financial Times, is perfectly placed to be our guide, and his insights are a real rarity when very few
Western journalists communicate the essence of the world’s third-largest economy in anything but the most
superficial ways. Here, there is a terrific selection of interview subjects mixed with great reportage and fact
selection... he does get people to say wonderful things. The novelist Haruki Murakami tells him: “When we
were rich, I hated this country”... well-written... valuable.” Publishers Weekly (starred): "A probing and
insightful portrait of contemporary Japan."
Dogs and Demons - Alex Kerr 2002-02-10
The crises--and failures--of modernization in Japan, as seen up close by a resident expert Japan is a nation
in crisis, and the crisis goes far beyond its well-known economic plight. In Dogs and Demons, Alex Kerr
chronicles the crisis on a broad scale, from the failure of Japan's banks and pension funds to the decline of
its once magnificent modern cinema. The book takes up for the first time in the Western press subjects
such as the nation's endangered environment--its seashores lined with concrete, its roads leading to
nowhere in the mountains. It describes Japan's "monument frenzy," the destruction of old cities such as
Kyoto and construction of drab new cities, and the attendant collapse of the tourist industry. All these
unhealthy developments are, Kerr argues, the devastating boomerang effect of an educational and
bureaucratic system designed to produce manufactured goods--and little else. A mere upturn in economic
growth will not quickly remedy these severe internal problems, which Kerr calls a "failure of modernism."
He assails the foreign experts who, often dependent on Japanese government and business support, fail to
address these issues. Meanwhile, what of the Japanese people themselves? Kerr, a resident of Japan for
thirty-five years, writes of them with humor and passion, for "passion," he says, "is part of the story.
Millions of Japanese feel as heartbroken at what is going on as I do. My Japanese friends tell me, 'Please
write this--for us.'"
City of Lingering Splendour - John Blofeld 1961
The author spent many years in China, particularly Peking, where he came to know the language and
people well. He became intimate with all sorts of colourful people - silk-clad scholars, Buddhist monks,
Taoist sages, actors, countless other strange and delectable dishes.
Lost Japan - Alex Kerr 2015-09-03
An enchanting and fascinating insight into Japanese landscape, culture, history and future. Originally
written in Japanese, this passionate, vividly personal book draws on the author's experiences in Japan over
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thirty years. Alex Kerr brings to life the ritualized world of Kabuki, retraces his initiation into Tokyo's
boardrooms during the heady Bubble Years, and tells the story of the hidden valley that became his home.
But the book is not just a love letter. Haunted throughout by nostalgia for the Japan of old, Kerr's book is
part paean to that great country and culture, part epitaph in the face of contemporary Japan's
environmental and cultural destruction. Winner of Japan's 1994 Shincho Gakugei Literature Prize. Alex
Kerr is an American writer, antiques collector and Japanologist. Lost Japan is his most famous work. He was
the first foreigner to be awarded the Shincho Gakugei Literature Prize for the best work of non-fiction
published in Japan.
A Geek in Japan - Hector Garcia 2019-06-25
Created specifically for fans of Japanese "cool culture," A Geek in Japan is one of the most iconic, hip, and
concise cultural guides available. Reinvented for the internet age, it is packed with personal essays and
hundreds of photographs and presents all the touchstones of traditional and contemporary culture in an
entirely new way. A Geek in Japan decodes the mysteries of the Japanese language, Japanese social values
and daily habits, business and technology, the arts, and symbols and practices that are peculiarly Japanese.
This revised and expanded edition contains many new pages of materials on all sorts of topics including
Kyoto, Japanese architecture, and Japanese video games. It also features a guide to author Hector Garcia's
favorite Tokyo hangouts and tips on visiting many "secret" places around Japan. Highlighting the originality
and creativity of the Japanese, debunking myths, and answering nagging questions such as why the
Japanese are so fond of wearing face masks, Garcia has written an irreverent, insightful, and highly
informative guide for the growing ranks of Japanophiles around the world.
Never Let Me Go - Kazuo Ishiguro 2009-03-19
From the Booker Prize-winning author of The Remains of the Day and When We Were Orphans, comes an
unforgettable edge-of-your-seat mystery that is at once heartbreakingly tender and morally courageous
about what it means to be human. Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding school, far from the
influences of the city. Its students are well tended and supported, trained in art and literature, and become
just the sort of people the world wants them to be. But, curiously, they are taught nothing of the outside
world and are allowed little contact with it. Within the grounds of Hailsham, Kathy grows from schoolgirl to
young woman, but it’s only when she and her friends Ruth and Tommy leave the safe grounds of the school
(as they always knew they would) that they realize the full truth of what Hailsham is. Never Let Me Go
breaks through the boundaries of the literary novel. It is a gripping mystery, a beautiful love story, and also
a scathing critique of human arrogance and a moral examination of how we treat the vulnerable and
different in our society. In exploring the themes of memory and the impact of the past, Ishiguro takes on
the idea of a possible future to create his most moving and powerful book to date.
Another Bangkok - Alex Kerr 2021-07-01
From the author of Another Kyoto and Lost Japan, a rich, personal exploration of the culture and history of
Bangkok, and an essential guide for anyone visiting the city Alex Kerr has spent over thirty years of his life
living in Bangkok. As with his bestselling books on Japan, this evocative personal meditation explores the
city's secret corners. Here is the huge, traffic-choked metropolis of concrete high-rises, slums and sky
trains; but also a place of peace and grace. Looking afresh at everything from ceramics to Thai dance,
flower patterns to old houses, Kerr reveals one of Asia's most kaleidoscopically complex cities. Another
Bangkok will delight both those who think they know the city well and those visiting for the first time.
Kingdom of the Sick - Susan L. Burns 2019-05-31
In this groundbreaking work, Susan L. Burns examines the history of leprosy in Japan from medieval times
until the present. At the center of Kingdom of the Sick is the rise of Japan’s system of national leprosy
sanitaria, which today continue to house more than 1,500 former patients, many of whom have spent five or
more decades within them. Burns argues that long before the modern Japanese government began to define
a policy toward leprosy, the disease was already profoundly marked by ethical and political concerns and
associated with sin, pollution, heredity, and outcast status. Beginning in the 1870s, new anxieties about
race and civilization that emanated from a variety of civic actors, including journalists, doctors, patent
medicine producers, and Christian missionaries transformed leprosy into a national issue. After 1900, a
clamor of voices called for the quarantine of all sufferers of the disease, and in the decades that followed
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bureaucrats, politicians, physicians, journalists, local communities, and leprosy sufferers themselves
grappled with the place of the biologically vulnerable within the body politic. At stake in this “citizenship
project” were still evolving conceptions of individual rights, government responsibility for social welfare,
and the delicate balance between care and control. Refusing to treat leprosy patients as simply victims of
state power, Burns recovers their voices in the debates that surrounded the most controversial aspects of
sanitarium policy, including the use of sterilization, segregation, and the continuation of confinement long
after leprosy had become a curable disease. Richly documented with both visual and textual sources and
interweaving medical, political, social, and cultural history, Kingdom of the Sick tells an important story for
readers interested in Japan, the history of medicine and public health, social welfare, gender and sexuality,
and human rights.
The Sakura Obsession - Naoko Abe 2019-03-19
Each year, the flowering of cherry blossoms marks the beginning of spring. But if it weren’t for the
pioneering work of an English eccentric, Collingwood “Cherry” Ingram, Japan’s beloved cherry blossoms
could have gone extinct. Ingram first fell in love with the sakura, or cherry tree, when he visited Japan on
his honeymoon in 1907 and was so taken with the plant that he brought back hundreds of cuttings with him
to England. Years later, upon learning that the Great White Cherry had virtually disappeared from Japan,
he buried a living cutting from his own collection in a potato and repatriated it via the Trans-Siberian
Express. In the years that followed, Ingram sent more than 100 varieties of cherry tree to new homes
around the globe. As much a history of the cherry blossom in Japan as it is the story of one remarkable man,
The Sakura Obsession follows the flower from its significance as a symbol of the imperial court, through the
dark days of the Second World War, and up to the present-day worldwide fascination with this iconic
blossom.
Lost Japan - Alex Kerr 2015-10-13
An enchanting and fascinating insight into Japanese landscape, culture, history and future. Originally
written in Japanese, this passionate, vividly personal book draws on the author's experiences in Japan over
thirty years. Alex Kerr brings to life the ritualized world of Kabuki, retraces his initiation into Tokyo's
boardrooms during the heady Bubble Years, and tells the story of the hidden valley that became his home.
But the book is not just a love letter. Haunted throughout by nostalgia for the Japan of old, Kerr's book is
part paean to that great country and culture, part epitaph in the face of contemporary Japan's
environmental and cultural destruction. Winner of Japan's Shincho Gakugei Literature Prize, and now with
a new preface. Alex Kerr is an American writer, antiques collector and Japanologist. Lost Japan is his most
famous work. He was the first foreigner to be awarded the Shincho Gakugei Literature Prize for the best
work of non-fiction published in Japan.
Looking for the Lost - Alan Booth 1995
In his final work Alan Booth takes us on a fascinating journey by foot through three remote regions of Japan
to search for the country's geographic and spiritual heart - and for the elusive connections between present
and past, self and society. Looking for the Lost is a beautifully written, opinionated, and entertaining look at
the life and slow death of a culture, and a poignant self-portrait of a writer also nearing death. Booth's
journeys begin in the far north, in the homeland of modern Japan's most famous outcast, the decadent
novelist Osamu Dazai. His often hilarious encounters in the towns along the lonely, underdeveloped coast
where Dazai grew up reveal a region caught between change and tradition, where the effects of Japan's
economic miracle are only now being felt. Booth then explores the tangled wilds of southern Kyushu - the
battlegrounds where Saigo Takamori, one of Japan's most-loved tragic heroes, led his small rebel army in a
futile last stand against overwhelming government forces in 1877. Finally he turns to the mountains and
rivers in central Japan where the Heike clan, defeated by the Genji in the epochal twelfth-century civil war,
were said to have dispersed. The bloody fall of the Heike marked the decline of refined court culture, an
aristocratic golden age that Japan still clings to, however tenuously, in a time of love hotels, tourist traps,
and industrial sprawl.
Underground - Haruki Murakami 2010-08-11
In this haunting work of journalistic investigation, Haruki Murakami tells the story of the horrific terrorist
attack on Japanese soil that shook the entire world. On a clear spring day in 1995, five members of a
Downloaded from verdaddigital.com on by guest

religious cult unleashed poison gas on the Tokyo subway system. In attempt to discover why, Haruki
Murakmi talks to the people who lived through the catastrophe, and in so doing lays bare the Japanese
psyche. As he discerns the fundamental issues that led to the attack, Murakami paints a clear vision of an
event that could occur anytime, anywhere.
Dogs and Demons - Alex Kerr 2002-02-16
The decades of Western adulation for the Japanese 'economic miracle' failed to notice a key point: that in
the pursuit of this miracle the Japanese had turned their country into a degraded, concrete shambles - a
wilderness of bad planning, corruption and crowding. Now that the miracle is at an end and Japan seems
set to remain in the economic doldrums it must become apparent to everyone that one of the world's
greatest cultures has ruined itself almost beyond repair. Alex Kerr's wonderful book conveys vividly and
furiously both the dazzling nature of Japanese culture and how the bureaucrats of a country he loves have
poisoned and ruined it.
The Bells of Old Tokyo - Anna Sherman 2019-08-13
An elegant and absorbing tour of Tokyo and its residents From 1632 until 1854, Japan’s rulers restricted
contact with foreign countries, a near isolation that fostered a remarkable and unique culture that endures
to this day. In hypnotic prose and sensual detail, Anna Sherman describes searching for the great bells by
which the inhabitants of Edo, later called Tokyo, kept the hours in the shoguns’ city. An exploration of
Tokyo becomes a meditation not just on time, but on history, memory, and impermanence. Through
Sherman’s journeys around the city and her friendship with the owner of a small, exquisite cafe, who
elevates the making and drinking of coffee to an art-form, The Bells of Old Tokyo follows haunting voices
through the labyrinth that is the Japanese capital: an old woman remembers escaping from the American
firebombs of World War II. A scientist builds the most accurate clock in the world, a clock that will not lose
a second in five billion years. The head of the Tokugawa shogunal house reflects on the destruction of his
grandfathers’ city: “A lost thing is lost. To chase it leads to darkness.” The Bells of Old Tokyo marks the
arrival of a dazzling new writer who presents an absorbing and alluring meditation on life in the guise of a
tour through a city and its people.
Kyoto - John Dougill 2015-07-27
Kyoto, the ancient former capital of Japan, breathes history and mystery. Its temples, gardens and palaces
are testimony to many centuries of aristocratic and religious grandeur. Under the veneer of modernity, the
city remains filled with countless reminders of a proud past. John Dougill explores this most venerable of
Japanese cities, revealing the spirit of place and the individuals that have shaped its often dramatic history.
Courtiers and courtesans, poets and priests, samurai and geisha people the pages of his account. Covering
twelve centuries in all, the book not only provides a historical overview but brings to life the cultural
magnificence of the city of "Purple Hills and Crystal Streams". City of Power: The seat of aristocrats and
warriors; military might and spiritual authority; unification and the transition to modernity. City of Ritual:
Buddhist sects and Shinto festivals; tea ceremony; the role of the geisha; the influence of Zen. City of Arts:
Poetry and fiction; architecture and garden design; Heian verse and Noh theatre; art and handicrafts; the
Japanese Hollywood.
Introduction to Japanese Culture - Daniel Sosnoski 2013-05-21
Featuring full-color photographs and illustrations throughout, this text is a comprehensive guide to
Japanese culture. The richness of Japan's history is renowned worldwide. The heritage of culture that its
society has produced and passed on to future generations is one of Japan's greatest accomplishments. In
Introduction to Japanese Culture, you'll read an overview, through sixty-eight original and informative
essays, of Japan's most notable cultural achievements, including: Religion, Zen Buddhism, arranged
marriages and Bushido Drama and Art—from pottery, painting and calligraphy to haiku, kabuki and karate
Cuisine—everything from rice to raw fish Home and Recreation, from board games such as Go to origami,
kimonos and Japanese gardens The Japan of today is a fully modern, Westernized society in nearly every
regard. Even so, the elements of an earlier age are clearly visible in the country's arts, festivals, and
customs. This book focuses on the essential constants that remain in present-day Japan and their
counterparts in Western culture. Edited by Daniel Sosnoski, an American writer who has lived in Japan
since 1985, these well-researched articles, color photographs, and line illustrations provide a compact
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guide to aspects of Japan that often puzzle the outside observer. Introduction to Japanese Culture is
wonderfully informative, a needed primer on the cultural make-up and behaviors of the Japanese. This book
is certain to fascinate the student, tourist, or anyone who seeks to know and understand Japanese culture,
Japanese etiquette, and the history of Japan.
Endsinger - Jay Kristoff 2014-11-25
A conclusion to the Japanese dystopian steampunk series that began with Stormdancer finds Yukiko and
Buruu taking leadership of the rebellion when the Lotus Guild unleashes a mechanical goliath and a new
enemy joins the war. Map(s).
Pure Invention - Matt Alt 2021-06-22
The untold story of how Japan became a cultural superpower through the fantastic inventions that
captured—and transformed—the world’s imagination. “A masterful book driven by deep research, new
insights, and powerful storytelling.”—W. David Marx, author of Ametora: How Japan Saved American Style
Japan is the forge of the world’s fantasies: karaoke and the Walkman, manga and anime, Pac-Man and
Pokémon, online imageboards and emojis. But as Japan media veteran Matt Alt proves in this brilliant
investigation, these novelties did more than entertain. They paved the way for our perplexing modern lives.
In the 1970s and ’80s, Japan seemed to exist in some near future, gliding on the superior technology of
Sony and Toyota. Then a catastrophic 1990 stock-market crash ushered in the “lost decades” of deep
recession and social dysfunction. The end of the boom should have plunged Japan into irrelevance, but
that’s precisely when its cultural clout soared—when, once again, Japan got to the future a little ahead of
the rest of us. Hello Kitty, the Nintendo Entertainment System, and multimedia empires like Dragon Ball Z
were more than marketing hits. Artfully packaged, dangerously cute, and dizzyingly fun, these products
gave us new tools for coping with trying times. They also transformed us as we consumed
them—connecting as well as isolating us in new ways, opening vistas of imagination and pathways to
revolution. Through the stories of an indelible group of artists, geniuses, and oddballs, Pure Invention
reveals how Japan’s pop-media complex remade global culture.
Yakuza - David E. Kaplan 2003-02
"A fascinating study of how criminal enterprise can infect the very heart of modern capitalism. Here is the
backstage world of political influence and organized crime in the world's second largest economy... by far
the most detailed and even-handed study of this important and neglected subject."—John W. Dower, author
of Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II Reviews of original edition: "A superb study of
Japan's underworld that is both entertaining and revealing. The authors miss none of the color and curious
detail of the yakuza style, but at the same time go far beyond surface observations."—Far Eastern Economic
Review "The book is laden with fascinating information, some of it heretofore unavailable in
English."—Washington Post "Blend the Mafia with the Masons. Let them simmer a while, then fold in the Ku
Klux Klan and you'll have the yakuza…. Important and timely…Yakuza will serve for years as the source
document on Japanese organized crime."—San Jose Mercury News "State-of-the-art investigative
reporting…must reading for those who consider themselves already highly conversant with yakuza
activities…disturbing."—Journal of Asian Studies
Tokyo Junkie - Robert Whiting 2021-04-20
Tokyo Junkie is a memoir that plays out over the dramatic 60-year growth of the megacity Tokyo, once a
dark, fetid backwater and now the most populous, sophisticated, and safe urban capital in the world. Follow
author Robert Whiting (The Chrysanthemum and the Bat, You Gotta Have Wa, Tokyo Underworld) as he
watches Tokyo transform during the 1964 Olympics, rubs shoulders with the Yakuza and comes face to face
with the city’s dark underbelly, interviews Japan’s baseball elite after publishing his first best-selling book
on the subject, and learns how politics and sports collide to produce a cultural landscape unlike any other,
even as a new Olympics is postponed and the COVID virus ravages the nation. A colorful social history of
what Anthony Bourdain dubbed, “the greatest city in the world,” Tokyo Junkie is a revealing account by an
accomplished journalist who witnessed it all firsthand and, in the process, had his own dramatic personal
transformation.
A Beginner's Guide to Japan - Pico Iyer 2019-09-03
“Arguably the greatest living travel writer” (Outside magazine), Pico Iyer has called Japan home for more
5/6

Downloaded from verdaddigital.com on by guest

than three decades. But, as he is the first to admit, the country remains an enigma even to its long-term
residents. In A Beginner’s Guide to Japan, Iyer draws on his years of experience—his travels, conversations,
readings, and reflections—to craft a playful and profound book of surprising, brief, incisive glimpses into
Japanese culture. He recounts his adventures and observations as he travels from a meditation hall to a
love hotel, from West Point to Kyoto Station, and from dinner with Meryl Streep to an ill-fated call to the
Apple service center in a series of provocations guaranteed to pique the interest and curiosity of those who
don’t know Japan—and to remind those who do of its myriad fascinations.
The Beauty of Everyday Things - Soetsu Yanagi 2019-01-31
The daily lives of ordinary people are replete with objects, common things used in commonplace settings.
These objects are our constant companions in life. As such, writes Soetsu Yanagi, they should be made with
care and built to last, treated with respect and even affection. They should be natural and simple, sturdy
and safe - the aesthetic result of wholeheartedly fulfilling utilitarian needs. They should, in short, be things
of beauty. In an age of feeble and ugly machine-made things, these essays call for us to deepen and
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transform our relationship with the objects that surround us. Inspired by the work of the simple, humble
craftsmen Yanagi encountered during his lifelong travels through Japan and Korea, they are an earnest
defence of modest, honest, handcrafted things - from traditional teacups to jars to cloth and paper. Objects
like these exemplify the enduring appeal of simplicity and function: the beauty of everyday things.
The Inland Sea - Donald Richie 2015-09-28
"An elegiac prose celebration . . . a classic in its genre."—Publishers Weekly In this acclaimed travel
memoir, Donald Richie paints a memorable portrait of the island-studded Inland Sea. His existential
ruminations on food, culture, and love and his brilliant descriptions of life and landscape are a window into
an Old Japan that has now nearly vanished. Included are the twenty black and white photographs by Yoichi
Midorikawa that accompanied the original 1971 edition. Donald Richie (1924–2013) was an internationally
recognized expert on Japanese culture and film. Yoichi Midorikawa (1915–2001) was one of Japan's
foremost nature photographers.
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