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The U.S. Constitution - David ]J. Bodenhamer 2018

The U.S. Constitution: A Very Short Introduction explores the major themes of American constitutional
history-federalism, the balance of powers, property, representation, equality, rights, and security. Informed
by the latest scholarship, each theme illustrates how the Constitution has served as a dynamic framework
for legitimating power and advancing liberty.

Intellectual Property: A Very Short Introduction - Siva Vaidhyanathan 2017-02-09

We all create intellectual property. We all use intellectual property. Intellectual property is the most
pervasive yet least understood way we regulate expression. Despite its importance to so many aspects of
the global economy and daily life, intellectual property policy remains a confusing and arcane subject. This
engaging book clarifies both the basic terms and the major conflicts surrounding these fascinating areas of
law, offering a layman's introduction to copyright, patents, trademarks, and other forms of knowledge
falling under the purview of intellectual property rights. Using vivid examples, noted media expert Siva
Vaidhyanathan illustrates the powers and limits of intellectual property, distilling with grace and wit the
complex tangle of laws, policies, and values governing the dissemination of ideas, expressions, inventions,
creativity, and data collection in the modern world. Vaidhyanathan explains that intellectual property exists
as it does because powerful interests want it to exist. The strongest economies in the world have a keen
interest in embedding rigid methods of control and enforcement over emerging economies to preserve the
huge economic interests linked to their copyright industries-film, music, software, and publishing. For this
reason, the fight over the global standardization of intellectual property has become one of the most
important sites of tension in North-South global relations. Through compelling case studies, including those
of Starbucks, Coca-Cola, Sony, Amazon, and Google Books, Vaidhyanathan shows that the modern
intellectual property systems reflect three centuries of changes in politics, economics, technologies, and
social values. Although it emerged from a desire to foster creativity while simultaneously protecting it,
intellectual property today has fundamentally shifted to a political dimension.

Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction - David Miller 2003-06-26

This book introduces readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It starts by explaining why the subject
is important and how it tackles basic ethical questions such as 'how should we live together in society?' It
looks at political authority, the reasons why we need politics at all, the limitations of politics, and whether
there are areas of life that shouldn't be governed by politics. It explores the connections between political
authority and justice, a constant theme in political philosophy, and the ways in which social justice can be
used to regulate rather than destroy a market economy. David Miller discusses why nations are the natural
units of government and whether the rise of multiculturalism and transnational co-operation will change
this: will we ever see the formation of a world government? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

Fashion: A Very Short Introduction - Rebecca Arnold 2009-10-22

Fashion is a dynamic global industry that plays an important role in the economic, political, cultural, and
social lives of an international audience. It spans high art and popular culture, and plays a significant role
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in material and visual culture. This book introduces fashion's myriad influences and manifestations. Fashion
is explored as a creative force, a business, and a means of communication. From Karl Lagerfeld's creative
reinventions of Chanel's iconic style to the multicultural reference points of Indian designer Manish Arora,
from the spectacular fashion shows held in nineteenth century department stores to the mix-and-match
styles of Japanese youth, the book examines the ways that fashion both reflects and shapes contemporary
culture. Using historical and contemporary examples, it gives a clear understanding of how fashion has
developed since the renaissance, while raising questions about its status, ethical credibility, and influence
on consumers. The book provides insight into the structure of the fashion industry and how fashions are
designed, promoted and consumed, in relation to relevant historical, social and cultural contexts. It is
structured thematically, to look at the role and development of designers, the growth of shopping and the
different businesses involved in making and selling fashionable clothes. Fashion's relationship to the wider
culture is also explored, by considering its representation in art and collaborations between designers and
artists, the moral controversies surrounding fashion, and attempts to produce ethical clothing, and the
effects of globalisation on the fashion trade. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Global Economic History: A Very Short Introduction - Robert C. Allen 2011-09-15

Together these countries pioneered new technologies that have made them ever richer.

Work: A Very Short Introduction - Stephen Fineman 2012-11-29

The image of a job captures our imagination from an early age, usually prompted by the question 'What do
you want to be when you grow up?'. Work — paid, unpaid, voluntary, or obligatory — is woven into the
fabric of all human societies. For many of us, it becomes part of our identity. For others it is a tedious
necessity. Living is problematic without paid work, and for many it is catastrophic. Steve Fineman tells the
fascinating story of work - how we strive for security, reward, and often, meaning. Looking at how we
classify 'work'; the cultural and social factors that influence the way we work; the ethics of certain types of
work; and the factors that will affect the future of work, from globalization to technology, this Very Short
Introduction considers work as a concept and as a practical experience, drawing upon ideas from
psychology, sociology, management, and social history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-
sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

History: A Very Short Introduction - John Arnold 2000-02-24

Starting with an examination of how historians work, this "Very Short Introduction" aims to explore history
in a general, pithy, and accessible manner, rather than to delve into specific periods.

International Migration - Khalid Koser 2007-02-22

This Very Short Introduction examines the phenomenon of international human migration - both legal and
illegal. Taking a global look at politics, economics, and globalization, the author presents the human side of
topics such as asylum and refugees, human trafficking, migrant smuggling, development, and the
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international labour force.

Development - lan Goldin 2018

What is development -- How does development happen? -- Why are some countries rich and others poor? --
What can be done to accelerate development? -- The evolution of development aid -- Sustainable
development -- Globalization and development -- The future of development.

Exploration - Stewart Angas Weaver 2015

This clear, succinct, and elegant contribution to the 'Very Short Introductions' series surveys the history of
global exploration and assesses the motives, for good and ill, of those who undertook it. Stewart Weaver
traces the history of exploration from the first explorers (including Polynesian and Micronesian peoples, the
ancient Greeks, Marco Polo, and Ibn Battbta), to the European discover of America, the Enlightenment and
exploration (focusing on James Cook), and the race to the north and south poles

International Relations: A Very Short Introduction - Paul Wilkinson 2007-07-26

Of undoubtable relevance today, in a post-9-11 world of growing political tension and unease, this Very
Short Introduction covers the topics essential to an understanding of modern international relations. Paul
Wilkinson explains the theories and the practice that underlie the subject, and investigates issues ranging
from foreign policy, arms control, and terrorism, to the environment and world poverty. He examines the
role of organizations such as the United Nations and the European Union, as well as the influence of ethnic
and religious movements and terrorist groups which also play a role in shaping the way states and
governments interact. This up-to-date book is required reading for those seeking a new perspective to help
untangle and decipher international events. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Public Administration: A Very Short Introduction - Stella Z. Theodoulou 2016-08-18

Public administration ensures the development and delivery of the essential public services required for
sustaining modern civilization. Covering areas from public safety and social welfare to transportation and
education, the services provided through the public sector are inextricably part of our daily lives. However,
mandatory budgetary cuts in recent years have caused public administrators to radically re-think how they
govern in the modern age. In this Very Short Introduction Stella Theodoulou and Ravi Roy offer practical
insight into the major challenges confronting the public sector in the globalized era. Tackling some of the
most hotly debated issues of our time, including the privatization of public services and government
surveillance, they take the reader on a global journey through history to examine the origins, development,
and continued evolution of public administration. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Globalization: A Very Short Introduction - Manfred B. Steger 2003-03-27

Offers a stimulating introduction to globalization and its varying impacts across, between, and within
societies. It is a highly readable book that contributes to a better understanding of the crucial aspects and
dimensions of the developments and transformations that go by the name of globalization. - ;'Globalization'
has become the buzz-word of our time. A growing number of scholars and political activists have invoked
the term to describe a variety of changing economic, political, cultural, ideological, and environmental
processes that are alleged to have accelerated in the last few decades. Rather than forcing such a complex
social phenomenon into a single conceptual framework, Manfred Steger presents globalization in plain,
readable English as a multifaceted process encompassing global, regional, and local aspects of social life. In
addition to explaining the various dimensions of globalization, the author explores whether globalization
should be considered a 'good' or 'bad' thing - a question that has been hotly debated in classrooms,
boardrooms, and on the streets. -

Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction - Edward Craig 2002-02-21

How ought we to live? What really exists? How do we know? This book introduces important themes in
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ethics, knowledge, and the self, via readings from Plato, Hume, Descartes, Hegel, Darwin, and Buddhist
writers. It emphasizes throughout the point of doing philosophy, explains how different areas of philosophy
are related, and explores the contexts in which philosophy was and is done. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Democracy: A Very Short Introduction - Bernard Crick 2002-10-10

No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly every regime today claims
to be democratic, but not all 'democracies' allow free politics, and free politics existed long before
democratic franchises. This book is a short account of the history of the doctrine and practice of
democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome through the American, French, and Russian revolutions, and of
the usages and practices associated with it in the modern world. It argues that democracy is a necessary
but not a sufficient condition for good government, and that ideas of the rule of law, and of human rights,
should in some situations limit democratic claims. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-
sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Global Islam: A Very Short Introduction - Nile Green 2020-12-01

This book presents the first comprehensive survey of the multiple versions of Islam propagated across
geographical, political, and cultural boundaries during the era of modern globalization. Showing how Islam
was transformed through these globalizing transfers, it traces the origins, expansion and increasing
diversification of Global Islam - from individual activists to organizations and then states - over the past 150
years. Historian Nile Green surveys not only the familiar venues of Islam in the Middle East and the West,
but also Asia and Africa, explaining the doctrines of a wide variety of political and non-political versions of
Islam across the spectrum from Salafism to Sufism. This Very Short Introduction will help readers to
recognize and compare the various organizations competing to claim the authenticity and authority of
representing the one true Islam.

Journalism - lan Hargreaves 2014

Journalism entered the twenty-first century caught in a paradox. The world had more journalism, across a
wider range of media, than at any time since the birth of the western free press in the eighteenth century.
Western journalists had found themselves under a cloud of suspicion: frompoliticians, philosophers, the
general public, anti-globalization radicals, religious groups, and even from fellow journalists. Critics argued
that the news industry had lost its moral bearings, focusing on high investment returns rather than
reporting and analysing the political, economic, andsocial issues of the day.Journalism has a central and
profound impact on our worldview; we find it everywhere from newspapers and television, to radio and the
Internet. In the new edition of this thought-provoking and provocative Very Short Introduction, Ian
Hargreaves examines the world of contemporary journalism. Bylooking not only at what journalism has
been in the past, but also what it is becoming in the digital age, he examines the big issues relating to
reportage, warfare, celebrity culture, privacy, and technology worldwide. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

The Rise of the Global Imaginary - Manfred B. Steger 2008-07-03

A tour de force examination of the contemporary ideological landscape by one of the world's leading
analysts of globalization.

Modern China: A Very Short Introduction - Rana Mitter 2008-02-28

China today is never out of the news: from human rights controversies and the continued legacy of
Tiananmen Square, to global coverage of the Beijing Olympics, and the Chinese '‘economic miracle'. It
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seems a country of contradictions: a peasant society with some of the world's most futuristic cities, heir to
an ancient civilization that is still trying to find a modern identity. This Very Short Introduction offers the
reader with no previous knowledge of China a variety of ways to understand the world's most populous
nation, giving a short, integrated picture of modern Chinese society, culture, economy, politics and art.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Capitalism: A Very Short Introduction - James Fulcher 2004-05-13

What is capitalism? Is capitalism the same everywhere? Is there an alternative? The word 'capitalism' is one
that is heard and used frequently, but what is capitalism really all about, and what does it mean? The book
begins by addressing basic issues such as 'what is capital?' before discussing the history and development
of capitalism through three detailed and absorbing case studies ranging from the tulipomania of
seventeenth-century Holland to the recent Enron crisis in America. Fulcher addresses important present
day issues, such as New Labour's relationship with capitalism, the significance of global capitalism, and
distinctive national models of capitalism. He also explores whether capital has escaped the nation-state by
going global, emphasizing that globalizing processes are not new. He discusses the crisis tendencies of
capitalism, such as the Southeast Asian banking crisis, the collapse of the Russian economy, and the 1997-
1998 global financial crisis, and asks whether capitalism is doomed. The book ends by asking whether there
is an alternative to capitalism, discussing socialism, communal and cooperative experiments, and the
alternatives proposed by environmentalists. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Globalization: A Very Short Introduction - Manfred B. Steger 2020-05-28

We live today in an interconnected world in which ordinary people can became instant online celebrities to
fans thousands of miles away, in which religious leaders can influence millions globally, in which humans
are altering the climate and environment, and in which complex social forces intersect across continents.
This is globalization. In the fifth edition of his bestselling Very Short Introduction Manfred B. Steger
considers the major dimensions of globalization: economic, political, cultural, ideological, and ecological.
He looks at its causes and effects, and engages with the hotly contested question of whether globalization
is, ultimately, a good or a bad thing. From climate change to the Ebola virus, Donald Trump to Twitter,
trade wars to China's growing global profile, Steger explores today's unprecedented levels of planetary
integration as well as the recent challenges posed by resurgent national populism. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

American Foreign Relations - Andrew Preston 2019-04-01

For better or worse--be it militarily, politically, economically, technologically, or culturally--Americans have
had a profound role in shaping the wider world beyond them. The United States has been a savior to some,
a curse to others, but either way such views are often based on a caricature of American actions and
intentions. American Foreign Relations, then, is a subject of immense global importance that provokes
strong emotions and much debate, but often based on deep misunderstanding. This Very Short Introduction
analyzes the key episodes, themes, and individuals in the history of American foreign relations. While
discussing diplomacy and the periods of war that have shaped national and international history, it also
addresses such topics as industrialization, globalization, imperialism, and immigration. Covering the
Revolution through the War on Terror, it examines the connections between domestic politics and foreign
affairs, as well as the importance of ideals and values. Sharply written and highly readable, American
Foreign Relations offers a clear-eyed narrative of America's role in the world and how it has evolved over
time. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
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hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Medical Ethics: A Very Short Introduction - Michael Dunn 2018-11-15

The issue of medical ethics, from thorny moral questions such as euthanasia and the morality of killing to
political questions such as the fair distribution of health care resources, is rarely out of today's media. This
area of ethics covers a wide range of issues, from mental health to reproductive medicine, as well as
including management issues such as resource allocation, and has proven to hold enduring interest for the
general public as well as the medical practitioner. This Very Short Introduction provides an invaluable tool
with which to think about the ethical values that lie at the heart of medicine. This new edition explores the
ethical reasoning we can use to approach medical ethics, introducing the most important 'tools' of ethical
reasoning, and discussing how argument, thought experiments, and intuition can be combined in the
consideration of medical ethics. Considering its practical application, Tony Hope and Michael Dunn explore
how medical ethics supports health professionals through the growing use of ethics expertise in clinical
settings. They also contemplate the increasingly important place of medical ethics in the wider social
context, particularly in this age of globalization, not only in healthcare practice, but also policy, discussions
in the media, pressure group and activism settings, and in legal judgments. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Anthropocene: A Very Short Introduction - Erle C. Ellis 2018-02-22

The proposal that the impact of humanity on the planet has left a distinct footprint, even on the scale of
geological time, has recently gained much ground. Global climate change, shifting global cycles of the
weather, widespread pollution, radioactive fallout, plastic accumulation, species invasions, the mass
extinction of species - these are just some of the many indicators that we will leave a lasting record in rock,
the scientific basis for recognizing new time intervals in Earth's history. The Anthropocene, as the proposed
new epoch has been named, is regularly in the news. Even with such robust evidence, the proposal to
formally recognize our current time as the Anthropocene remains controversial both inside and outside the
scholarly world, kindling intense debates. The reason is clear. The Anthropocene represents far more than
just another interval of geologic time. Instead, the Anthropocene has emerged as a powerful new narrative,
a concept through which age-old questions about the meaning of nature and even the nature of humanity
are being revisited and radically revised. This Very Short Introduction explains the science behind the
Anthropocene and the many proposals about when to mark its beginning: the nuclear tests of the 1950s?
The beginnings of agriculture? The origins of humans as a species? Erle Ellis considers the many ways that
the Anthropocene's "evolving paradigm" is reshaping the sciences, stimulating the humanities, and
foregrounding the politics of life on a planet transformed by humans. The Anthropocene remains a work in
progress. Is this the story of an unprecedented planetary disaster? Or of newfound wisdom and
redemption? Ellis offers an insightful discussion of our role in shaping the planet, and how this will
influence our future on many fronts. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Neoliberalism: A Very Short Introduction - Manfred B. Steger 2010-01-21

In its heyday in the late 1990s, neoliberalism emerged as the world's dominant economic paradigm. But the
global financial crisis of 2008-9 fundamentally shocked a globalized economy built on neoliberal
assumptions. This VSI examines the origins, core claims, and considerable variations of neoliberalism with
examples from around the world.

Capitalism: A Very Short Introduction - James Fulcher 2015-06-25

What is capitalism? Is capitalism the same everywhere? Is there an alternative? The word 'capitalism' is one
that is heard and used frequently, but what is capitalism really all about, and what does it mean? This Very
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Short Introduction addresses questions such as 'what is capital?' before discussing the history and
development of capitalism through several detailed case studies, ranging from the tulipomania of 17th
century Holland, the Great Depression of the 1930s, and in this new edition, the impact of the global
financial crisis that started in 2007-8. James Fulcher looks at the different forms that capitalism takes in
Britain, Japan, Sweden, and the United States, and explores whether capitalism has escaped the nation-
state by going global. It ends by asking whether there is an alternative to capitalism, discussing socialism,
communal and cooperative experiments, and the alternatives proposed by environmentalists. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Globalization: A Very Short Introduction - Manfred Steger 2013-04-04

Explores globalization from economic, political, cultural, ideological, and environmental perspectives,
discussing the major causes and consequences of globalization and whether it is a good or bad
phenomenon.

Nationalism: A Very Short Introduction - Steven Grosby 2005-09-08

Throughout history, humanity has borne witness to the political and moral challenges that arise when
people place national identity above allegiance to geo-political states or international communities. This
book discusses the concept of nations and nationalism from social, philosophical, geological, theological
and anthropological perspectives. It examines the subject through conflicts past and present, including
recent conflicts in the Balkans and the Middle East, rather than exclusively focusing on theory. Above all,
this fascinating and comprehensive work clearly shows how feelings of nationalism are an inescapable part
of being human.

Marketing: A Very Short Introduction - Kenneth Le Meunier-FitzHugh 2021-02-25

Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring Marketing is pivotal in today's world. Used for
determining and satisfying the needs of the customer, it stands at the interface between an organisation
and its environment. Marketing provides customer and competitor information to the organisation, as well
as creating awareness of the company's offering. As globalization creates increasing challenges to
established marketing practices, marketing efforts need to reposition and adapt continuously to maintain
an organisation's ability to reach potential customers. This Very Short Introduction provides a general
overview of the function and importance of marketing to modern organisations. Kenneth Le Meunier-
FitzHugh discusses how marketing remains central to creating competitive advantage, and why it needs to
be forward looking and constantly reinventing itself in line with new developments in the marketplace, such
as the growth of social media, and the importance of ethics and responsible marketing. He shows how this
has led to the role of marketing expanding beyond advertising and promotion, encompassing a broader
sense of customer relationship management. He also considers how marketers need to remain able to
manage the marketing mix in response to their understanding of customer's purchasing habits. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

The Meaning of Life - Terry Eagleton 2007-02-22

The phrase "the meaning of life" for many seems a quaint notion fit for satirical mauling by Monty Python
or Douglas Adams. But in this spirited, stimulating, and quirky enquiry, famed critic Terry Eagleton takes a
serious if often amusing look at the question and offers his own surprising answer. Eagleton first examines
how centuries of thinkers and writers--from Marx and Schopenhauer to Shakespeare, Sartre, and Beckett--
have responded to the ultimate question of meaning. He suggests, however, that it is only in modern times
that the question has become problematic. But instead of tackling it head-on, many of us cope with the
feelings of meaninglessness in our lives by filling them with everything from football to sex, Kabbala,
Scientology, "New Age softheadedness," or fundamentalism. On the other hand, Eagleton notes, many
educated people believe that life is an evolutionary accident that has no intrinsic meaning. If our lives have
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meaning, it is something with which we manage to invest them, not something with which they come ready
made. Eagleton probes this view of meaning as a kind of private enterprise, and concludes that it fails to
holds up. He argues instead that the meaning of life is not a solution to a problem, but a matter of living in
a certain way. It is not metaphysical but ethical. It is not something separate from life, but what makes it
worth living--that is, a certain quality, depth, abundance and intensity of life. Here then is a brilliant
discussion of the problem of meaning by a leading thinker, who writes with a light and often irreverent
touch, but with a very serious end in mind. "If you were to ask what provides some meaning in life
nowadays for a great many people, especially men, you could do worse than reply 'football.' Not many of
them perhaps would be willing to admit as much; but sport stands in for all those noble causes--religious
faith, national sovereignty, personal honor, ethnic identity--for which, over the centuries, people have been
prepared to go to their deaths. It is sport, not religion, which is now the opium of the people."

The Russian Economy: a Very Short Introduction - Richard Connolly 2020-07-23

Russia today is as prominent in international affairs as it was at the height of the Cold War. Yet the role
that the economy plays in supporting Russia's position as a 'great power' on the international stage is
poorly understood. For many, Russia's political influence far exceeds its weight in the global economy.
However, Russia is one of the largest economies in the world; it is not only one of the world's most
important exporters of oil and gas, but also of other natural resources, such as diamonds and gold. Its
status as one of the largest wheat and grain exporters shapes commodity prices across the globe, while
Russia's enormous arms industry, second only to the United States, provides it with the means to pursue an
increasingly assertive foreign policy. All this means that Russia's economy is crucial in serving the country's
political objectives, both within Russia and across the world. Russia today has a distinctly political type of
economy that is neither the planned economy of the Soviet era, nor a market-based economy of the Euro-
Atlantic variety. Instead, its economic system is characterised by a unique blend of state and market;
control and freedom; and natural resources alongside human ingenuity. The Russian Economy: A Very
Short Introduction introduces readers to the dimensions of the Russian economy that are often ignored by
the media and public figures, or exaggerated and misunderstood. In doing so, it shows how Russia's
economy is one of global significance, and helps explain why many of Russia's enduring features, such as
the heavy hand of the state and the emphasis on military-industrial production, have persisted despite the
immense changes that took place after the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Globalisms - Manfred B. Steger 2019-09-27

Providing a comprehensive overview of the changing ideological landscape in the age of globalization,
Manfred Steger explores the clashing political belief systems of our time: market globalism, justice
globalism, and religious globalism. He considers their prospects in light of the growing populist challengers
in the tumultuous decade to come.

Law: A Very Short Introduction - Raymond Wacks 2008-03-27

Law underlies our society - it protects our rights, imposes duties on each of us, and establishes a framework
for the conduct of almost every social, political, and economic activity. The punishment of crime,
compensation of the injured, and the enforcement of contracts are merely some of the tasks of a modern
legal system. It also strives to achieve justice, promote freedom, and protect our security. The result is a
system that, while it touches all of our daily lives, is properly understood by only a few, with its
impenetrable jargon, obsolete procedures, and interminable stream of Byzantine statutes and judgments of
the courts. This clear, jargon-free Very Short Introduction aims to redress that balance, as it introduces the
essentials of law and legal systems in a lively, accessible, and stimulating manner. Explaining the main
concepts, terms, and processes of the legal system, it focuses on the Western tradition (the common law
and the civil law), but also includes discussions of other legal systems, such as customary law and Islamic
law. And it looks to the future too, as globalization and rapid advances in technology place increasing strain
on our current legal system. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
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University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Modern India: A Very Short Introduction - Craig Jeffrey 2017-11-16

India is widely recognised as a new global powerhouse. It has become one of the world's emerging powers,
rivalling China in terms of global influence. Yet people still know relatively little about the economic, social,
political, and cultural changes unfolding in India today. To what extent are people benefiting from the
economic boom? Does caste still exist in India? How is India's culture industry responding to technological
change? And what of India's rapidly changing role internationally? This Very Short Introduction looks at the
exciting world of change in contemporary India. Craig Jeffrey provides a compelling account of the recent
history of the nation, investigating the contradictions that are plaguing modern India and the manner in
which people, especially young people, are actively remaking the country in the twenty first century. One
thing is clear: India is a country that is going to become increasingly important for the world over the next
decades. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead
in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

A Very Short, Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap Book about Globalization - Leo McCann 2018-01-29
In Globalization, the author explores the various intermingled aspects that make up the processes and
controversies of globalization; he discusses the history and rise of the concept, sceptical and critical ideas
about it, the debates around a global culture, and the implications of globalization for work, business,
management and organizations. Conceived by Chris Grey as an antidote to conventional textbooks, each
book in the ‘Very Short, Fairly Interesting and Reasonably Cheap’ series takes a core area of the curriculum
and turns it on its head by providing a critical and sophisticated overview of the key issues and debates in
an informal, conversational and often humorous way. Suitable for students of international business and
anybody interested in the concept of globalization.

Decolonization - Dane Keith Kennedy 2016

Decolonization is the term commonly used to refer to this transition from a world of colonial empires to a
world of nation-states in the years after World War II. This work demonstrates that this process involved
considerable violence and instability.

Adam Smith - Christopher J. Berry 2018

In 1776 Adam Smith (1723-90) wrote The Wealth of Nations, a book so foundational that it has led to him
being called the father of economics. Today he is associated with the promotion of self-interest, a defense of
greed and a criticism of any governmental 'interference' in market transactions which, if left to the
'invisible hand', will produce prosperity and liberty. Yet if Smith is actually read these associations are more
a caricature than a faithful portrait. In this Very Short Introduction, Christopher Berry offers a balanced
and nuanced view of this seminal thinker, embedding his fierce defense of free trade, competition, and
assault on special interests in contemporary European history, politics, and philosophy. As Berry explores,
Smith was more than an economist. His book The Theory of Moral Sentiment, offered a complex account of
ethics in the context of human social behavior. His scope as a professor at the University of Glasgow, a
major center of the Scottish Enlightenment, was extensive. Beyond courses in philosophy and jurisprudence
he also gave classes covering history, literature, and language. In addition to his two major works he also
wrote a pioneering study of the history of astronomy as an illustration of the motivations that drive humans
to seek answers to questions. He produced, again derived from his Glasgow classroom, an analysis of the
development of grammar and language. As Christopher Berry shows, Adam Smith was no narrow thinker,
but rather one who produced not only one of the greatest books in the history of social science, but also a
wide-ranging body of work that remains significant today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short

globalization-a-very-short-introduction

Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

The Holy Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction - Joachim Whaley 2018-06-14

Voltaire's description of the Holy Roman Empire as 'neither holy, nor Roman, nor an empire' is often cited
to underline its worthlessness. German historians traditionally despised it because it had allegedly impeded
German unification. Since 1945 scholars have been more positive but the empire's history and significance
is still largely misunderstood. In this Very Short Introduction Joachim Whaley outlines the fascinating
thousand-year history of the Holy Roman Empire. Founded in 800 on the basis of Charlemagne's Frankish
kingdom, its imperial title went to the German monarchy which became established in the ninth and ten
centuries. They claimed Charlemagne's legacy, including his role as protector of the papacy and guardian
of the Church. Around 1500 the title Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation was adopted. An elective
monarchy, the empire gradually developed from a feudal monarchy into a legal system that pacified the
territories and cities of German-speaking Europe. By 1519 it had a supreme court and a regional
enforcement system ended feuding. Throughout its lifetime, the empire's growth and history was shaped by
the major developments in Europe, from the Reformation, to the Thirty Years War, to the French
revolutionary wars, which led to Napoleon destroying the empire in 1806. The sense of a common history
over a thousand years and the legal traditions established by the empire have shaped the history of
German-speaking Europe ever since. Joachim Whaley analyses the empire's crucial impact and role in the
history of European power and politics, and shows that there has never been a more durable political
system in German history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Globalization - Jurgen Osterhammel 2009-08-23

In this work, Jurgen Osterhammel and Niels Petersson make the case that globalization is not so new, after
all. Arguing that the world did not turn "global" overnight, the book traces the emergence of globalization
over the past seven or eight centuries. In fact, the authors write, the phenomenon can be traced back to
early modern large-scale trading, for example, the silk trade between China and the Mediterranean region,
the shipping routes between the Arabian Peninsula and India, and the more frequently travelled caravan
routes of the Near East and North Africa, all conduits for people, goods, coins, artwork, and ideas.

Identity: A Very Short Introduction - Florian Coulmas 2019-02-15

Identity has become one of the most widely used terms today, appearing in many different contexts.
Anything and everything has an identity, and identity crises have become almost equally pervasive. Yet
'identity' is extremely versatile, meaning different things to different people and in different scientific
disciplines. To many its meaning seems self-evident, since its various uses share common features, so often
the term is used without a definition of what, exactly, is meant by it. This provokes the core question: What
exactly is identity? In this Very Short Introduction Florian Coulmas provides a survey of the many faces of
the concept of identity, and discusses its significance and varied meanings in the fields of philosophy,
sociology, and psychology, as well as politics and law. Tracing our concern with identity to its deep roots in
Europe's intellectual history, individualism, and the felt need to draw borderlines, Coulmas identifies the
most important features used to mark off individual and collective identities, and demonstrates why they
are deemed important. He concludes with a glimpse at the many ways in which literature has engaged with
problems of identity throughout history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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