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The River of Consciousness - Oliver Sacks 2017-10-24
From the best-selling author of Gratitude, On the Move, and
Musicophilia, a collection of essays that displays Oliver Sacks's
passionate engagement with the most compelling and seminal ideas of
human endeavor: evolution, creativity, memory, time, consciousness, and
experience. Oliver Sacks, a scientist and a storyteller, is beloved by
readers for the extraordinary neurological case histories (Awakenings,
An Anthropologist on Mars) in which he introduced and explored many
now familiar disorders--autism, Tourette's syndrome, face blindness,
savant syndrome. He was also a memoirist who wrote with honesty and
humor about the remarkable and strange encounters and experiences
that shaped him (Uncle Tungsten, On the Move, Gratitude). Sacks, an
Oxford-educated polymath, had a deep familiarity not only with literature
and medicine but with botany, animal anatomy, chemistry, the history of
science, philosophy, and psychology. The River of Consciousness is one
of two books Sacks was working on up to his death, and it reveals his
ability to make unexpected connections, his sheer joy in knowledge, and
his unceasing, timeless project to understand what makes us human.
How We Know What Isn't So - Thomas Gilovich 2008-06-30
Thomas Gilovich offers a wise and readable guide to the fallacy of the
obvious in everyday life. When can we trust what we believe—that
"teams and players have winning streaks," that "flattery works," or that
"the more people who agree, the more likely they are to be right"—and
when are such beliefs suspect? Thomas Gilovich offers a guide to the
fallacy of the obvious in everyday life. Illustrating his points with
examples, and supporting them with the latest research findings, he
documents the cognitive, social, and motivational processes that distort
our thoughts, beliefs, judgments and decisions. In a rapidly changing
world, the biases and stereotypes that help us process an overload of
complex information inevitably distort what we would like to believe is
reality. Awareness of our propensity to make these systematic errors,
Gilovich argues, is the first step to more effective analysis and action.
Uncle Tungsten - Oliver Sacks 2013-12-11
Long before Oliver Sacks became a distinguished neurologist and
bestselling writer, he was a small English boy fascinated by metals–also
by chemical reactions (the louder and smellier the better), photography,
squids and cuttlefish, H.G. Wells, and the periodic table. In this endlessly
charming and eloquent memoir, the author of The Man Who Mistook His
Wife for a Hat and Awakenings chronicles his love affair with science and
the magnificently odd and sometimes harrowing childhood in which that
love affair unfolded. In Uncle Tungsten we meet Sacks’ extraordinary
family, from his surgeon mother (who introduces the fourteen-year-old
Oliver to the art of human dissection) and his father, a family doctor who
imbues in his son an early enthusiasm for housecalls, to his “Uncle
Tungsten,” whose factory produces tungsten-filament lightbulbs. We
follow the young Oliver as he is exiled at the age of six to a grim, sadistic
boarding school to escape the London Blitz, and later watch as he sets
about passionately reliving the exploits of his chemical heroes–in his own
home laboratory. Uncle Tungsten is a crystalline view of a brilliant young
mind springing to life, a story of growing up which is by turns elegiac,
comic, and wistful, full of the electrifying joy of discovery.
Bullshit Jobs - David Graeber 2019-05-07
From bestselling writer David Graeber—“a master of opening up thought
and stimulating debate” (Slate)—a powerful argument against the rise of
meaningless, unfulfilling jobs…and their consequences. Does your job
make a meaningful contribution to the world? In the spring of 2013,
David Graeber asked this question in a playful, provocative essay titled
“On the Phenomenon of Bullshit Jobs.” It went viral. After one million
online views in seventeen different languages, people all over the world
are still debating the answer. There are hordes of people—HR
consultants, communication coordinators, telemarketing researchers,
corporate lawyers—whose jobs are useless, and, tragically, they know it.
download-an-anthropologist-on-mars-seven-paradoxical-tales-pdf

These people are caught in bullshit jobs. Graeber explores one of
society’s most vexing and deeply felt concerns, indicting among other
villains a particular strain of finance capitalism that betrays ideals
shared by thinkers ranging from Keynes to Lincoln. “Clever and
charismatic” (The New Yorker), Bullshit Jobs gives individuals,
corporations, and societies permission to undergo a shift in values,
placing creative and caring work at the center of our culture. This book
is for everyone who wants to turn their vocation back into an avocation
and “a thought-provoking examination of our working lives” (Financial
Times).
A Leg to Stand On - Oliver Sacks 1998-04-29
A neurologist describes his struggle to recover from a mountain climbing
accident and examines the effects of a neural injury on the sense of self
Migraine - Oliver Sacks 2013-05-29
The many manifestations of migraine can vary dramatically from one
patient to another, even within the same patient at different times.
Among the most compelling and perplexing of these symptoms are the
strange visual hallucinations and distortions of space, time, and body
image which migraineurs sometimes experience. Portrayals of these
uncanny states have found their way into many works of art, from the
heavenly visions of Hildegard von Bingen to Alice in Wonderland. Dr.
Oliver Sacks argues that migraine cannot be understood simply as an
illness, but must be viewed as a complex condition with a unique role to
play in each individual's life.
Awakenings - Oliver Sacks 2013-05-29
Awakenings--which inspired the major motion picture--is the remarkable
story of a group of patients who contracted sleeping-sickness during the
great epidemic just after World War I. Frozen for decades in a trance-like
state, these men and women were given up as hopeless until 1969, when
Dr. Oliver Sacks gave them the then-new drug L-DOPA, which had an
astonishing, explosive, "awakening" effect. Dr. Sacks recounts the
moving case histories of his patients, their lives, and the extraordinary
transformations which went with their reintroduction to a changed
world.
Hallucinations - Oliver Sacks 2012-11-06
“Illuminate[s] the complexities of the human brain and the mysteries of
the human mind.” —The New York Times To many people, hallucinations
imply madness, but in fact they are a common part of the human
experience. These sensory distortions range from the shimmering
zigzags of a visual migraine to powerful visions brought on by fever,
injuries, drugs, sensory deprivation, exhaustion, or even grief.
Hallucinations doubtless lie behind many mythological traditions, literary
inventions, and religious epiphanies. Drawing on his own experiences, a
wealth of clinical cases from among his patients, and famous historical
examples ranging from Dostoevsky to Lewis Carroll, the legendary
neurologist Oliver Sacks investigates the mystery of these sensory
deceptions: what they say about the working of our brains, how they
have influenced our folklore and culture, and why the potential for
hallucination is present in us all.
House of Cards - Robyn Dawes 2009-11-24
Robin Dawes spares no one in this powerful critique of modern
psychotherapeutic practice. As Dawes points out, we have all been
swayed by the "pop psych" view of the world--believing, for example, that
self-esteem is an essential precursor to being a productive human being,
that events in one's childhood affect one's fate as an adult, and that "you
have to love yourself before you can love another."
Descartes' Error - Antonio Damasio 2005-09-27
Since Descartes famously proclaimed, "I think, therefore I am," science
has often overlooked emotions as the source of a person’s true being.
Even modern neuroscience has tended, until recently, to concentrate on
the cognitive aspects of brain function, disregarding emotions. This
attitude began to change with the publication of Descartes’ Error in
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1995. Antonio Damasio—"one of the world’s leading neurologists" (The
New York Times)—challenged traditional ideas about the connection
between emotions and rationality. In this wondrously engaging book,
Damasio takes the reader on a journey of scientific discovery through a
series of case studies, demonstrating what many of us have long
suspected: emotions are not a luxury, they are essential to rational
thinking and to normal social behavior.
On the Move - Oliver Sacks 2016-02-25
Physician and writer Oliver Sacks recounts his experiences as a young
neurologist; his physical passions--weight lifting and swimming; his love
affairs, both romantic and intellectual; his guilt over leaving his family to
come to America; his bond with his schizophrenic brother; and the
writers and scientists--Thom Gunn, A.R. Luria, W.H. Auden, Gerald M.
Edelman, Francis Crick--who influenced him.
The Mind's Eye - Oliver Sacks 2010-10-26
In The Mind’s Eye, Oliver Sacks tells the stories of people who are able
to navigate the world and communicate with others despite losing what
many of us consider indispensable senses and abilities: the power of
speech, the capacity to recognize faces, the sense of three-dimensional
space, the ability to read, the sense of sight. For all of these people, the
challenge is to adapt to a radically new way of being in the world. There
is Lilian, a concert pianist who becomes unable to read music and is
eventually unable even to recognize everyday objects, and Sue, a
neurobiologist who has never seen in three dimensions, until she
suddenly acquires stereoscopic vision in her fifties. There is Pat, who
reinvents herself as a loving grandmother and active member of her
community, despite the fact that she has aphasia and cannot utter a
sentence, and Howard, a prolific novelist who must find a way to
continue his life as a writer even after a stroke destroys his ability to
read. And there is Dr. Sacks himself, who tells the story of his own eye
cancer and the bizarre and disconcerting effects of losing vision to one
side. Sacks explores some very strange paradoxes—people who can see
perfectly well but cannot recognize their own children, and blind people
who become hyper-visual or who navigate by “tongue vision.” He also
considers more fundamental questions: How do we see? How do we
think? How important is internal imagery—or vision, for that matter?
Why is it that, although writing is only five thousand years old, humans
have a universal, seemingly innate, potential for reading? The Mind’s Eye
is a testament to the complexity of vision and the brain and to the power
of creativity and adaptation. And it provides a whole new perspective on
the power of language and communication, as we try to imagine what it
is to see with another person’s eyes, or another person’s mind.
The Death and Life of Great American Cities - Jane Jacobs
2016-07-20
Thirty years after its publication, The Death and Life of Great American
Cities was described by The New York Times as "perhaps the most
influential single work in the history of town planning....[It] can also be
seen in a much larger context. It is first of all a work of literature; the
descriptions of street life as a kind of ballet and the bitingly satiric
account of traditional planning theory can still be read for pleasure even
by those who long ago absorbed and appropriated the book's
arguments." Jane Jacobs, an editor and writer on architecture in New
York City in the early sixties, argued that urban diversity and vitality
were being destroyed by powerful architects and city planners. Rigorous,
sane, and delightfully epigrammatic, Jacobs's small masterpiece is a
blueprint for the humanistic management of cities. It is sensible,
knowledgeable, readable, indispensable. The author has written a new
foreword for this Modern Library edition.
Coming to Our Senses - Susan R. Barry 2021-06-08
A neurobiologist reexamines the personal nature of perception in this
groundbreaking guide to a new model for our senses. We think of
perception as a passive, mechanical process, as if our eyes are cameras
and our ears microphones. But as neurobiologist Susan R. Barry argues,
perception is a deeply personal act. Our environments, our relationships,
and our actions shape and reshape our senses throughout our lives. This
idea is no more apparent than in the cases of people who gain senses as
adults. Barry tells the stories of Liam McCoy, practically blind from birth,
and Zohra Damji, born deaf, in the decade following surgeries that
restored their senses. As Liam and Zohra learned entirely new ways of
being, Barry discovered an entirely new model of the nature of
perception. Coming to Our Senses is a celebration of human resilience
and a powerful reminder that, before you can really understand other
people, you must first recognize that their worlds are fundamentally
different from your own.
The Process of Research in Psychology - Dawn M. McBride 2012-03-02
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"Utilizing numerous examples from published research, this introductory
text provides a step-by-step explanation of how to design, conduct, and
present a research study in psychology. Early chapters introduce
important concepts for developing research ideas, subject sampling,
ethics, and data collection to help students understand the process of
research. Subsequent "nuts and bolts" chapters provide more detailed
coverage of these topics and examine the various types of research
relevant to the field of psychology. This two-part structure creates logical
scaffolding upon which students can build their knowledge and guides
them through the process of conducting research in psychology."-Publisher's description.
Phantoms in the Brain - V. S. Ramachandran 1999-08-18
Neuroscientist V.S. Ramachandran is internationally renowned for
uncovering answers to the deep and quirky questions of human nature
that few scientists have dared to address. His bold insights about the
brain are matched only by the stunning simplicity of his experiments -using such low-tech tools as cotton swabs, glasses of water and dimestore mirrors. In Phantoms in the Brain, Dr. Ramachandran recounts how
his work with patients who have bizarre neurological disorders has shed
new light on the deep architecture of the brain, and what these findings
tell us about who we are, how we construct our body image, why we
laugh or become depressed, why we may believe in God, how we make
decisions, deceive ourselves and dream, perhaps even why we're so
clever at philosophy, music and art. Some of his most notable cases: A
woman paralyzed on the left side of her body who believes she is lifting a
tray of drinks with both hands offers a unique opportunity to test Freud's
theory of denial. A man who insists he is talking with God challenges us
to ask: Could we be "wired" for religious experience? A woman who
hallucinates cartoon characters illustrates how, in a sense, we are all
hallucinating, all the time. Dr. Ramachandran's inspired medical
detective work pushes the boundaries of medicine's last great frontier -the human mind -- yielding new and provocative insights into the "big
questions" about consciousness and the self.
Gut Feelings - Gerd Gigerenzer 2007-07-05
Why is split second decision-making superior to deliberation? Gut
Feelings delivers the science behind Malcolm Gladwell's Blink. Reflection
and reason are overrated, according to renowned psychologist Gerd
Gigerenzer. Much better qualified to help us make decisions is the
cognitive, emotional, and social repertoire we call intuition, a suite of gut
feelings that have evolved over the millennia specifically for making
decisions. Gladwell drew heavily on Gigerenzer's research. But
Gigerenzer goes a step further by explaining just why our gut instincts
are so often right. Intuition, it seems, is not some sort of mystical
chemical reaction but a neurologically based behavior that evolved to
ensure that we humans respond quickly when faced with a dilemma
(BusinessWeek).
Understanding and Treating Pathological Narcissism - John S.
Ogrodniczuk 2013
Pathological narcissism has long been considered one of the most
challenging conditions to treat in psychotherapy. Given the reluctance of
many narcissistic patients to enter into therapy and the unique
frustrations these patients can engender in those committed to helping
them, even seasoned therapists may find themselves in need of expert
guidance. In this book, today's most prominent thinkers and clinical
experts on pathological narcissism address the challenges facing
therapists who work with narcissistic patients. They trace the history of
our understanding of narcissism, from ancient myth, to Freud and
subsequent psychodynamic approaches and also provide clinicians with a
comprehensive guide to treatment that covers features of the disorder,
diagnosis, and assessment, as well as special considerations in the vital
areas of transference and countertransference. Above all, they
emphasise that narcissism is an eminently treatable disorder that can be
approached using a variety of therapeutic models.
The Conflict Paradox - Bernard S. Mayer 2015-01-12
Find the roadmap to the heart of the conflict The Conflict Paradox is a
guide to taking conflict to a more productive place. Written by one of the
founders of the professional conflict management field and co-published
with the American Bar Association, this book outlines seven major
dilemmas that conflict practitioners face every day. Readers will find
expert guidance toward getting to the heart of the conflict and will be
challenged to adopt a new way to think about the choices disputants
face,. They will also be offered practical tools and techniques for more
successful intervention. Using stories, experiences, and reflective
exercises to bring these concepts to life, the author provides actionable
advice for overcoming roadblocks to effective conflict work. Disputants
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and interveners alike are often stymied by what appear to be
unacceptable alternatives,. The Conflict Paradox offers a new way of
understanding and working with these so that they become not obstacles
but opportunities for helping people move through conflict successfully..
Examine the contradictions at the center of almost all conflicts Learn
how to bring competition and cooperation, avoidance and engagement,
optimism and realism together to make for more power conflict
intervention Deal effectively with the tensions between emotions, and
logic, principles and compromise, neutrality and advocacy, community
and autonomy Discover the tools and techniques that make conflicts less
of a hurdle to overcome and more of an opportunity to pursue Conflict is
everywhere, and conflict intervention skills are valuable far beyond the
professional and legal realms. With insight and creativity, solutions are
almost always possible. For conflict interveners and disputants looking
for an effective and creative approach to understanding and working
with conflict , The Conflict Paradox provides a powerful and important
roadmap for conflict intervention.
The Art of Being Human - Michael Wesch 2018-08-07
Anthropology is the study of all humans in all times in all places. But it is
so much more than that. "Anthropology requires strength, valor, and
courage," Nancy Scheper-Hughes noted. "Pierre Bourdieu called
anthropology a combat sport, an extreme sport as well as a tough and
rigorous discipline. ... It teaches students not to be afraid of getting one's
hands dirty, to get down in the dirt, and to commit yourself, body and
mind. Susan Sontag called anthropology a "heroic" profession." What is
the payoff for this heroic journey? You will find ideas that can carry you
across rivers of doubt and over mountains of fear to find the the light and
life of places forgotten. Real anthropology cannot be contained in a book.
You have to go out and feel the world's jagged edges, wipe its dust from
your brow, and at times, leave your blood in its soil. In this unique book,
Dr. Michael Wesch shares many of his own adventures of being an
anthropologist and what the science of human beings can tell us about
the art of being human. This special first draft edition is a loose
framework for more and more complete future chapters and writings. It
serves as a companion to anth101.com, a free and open resource for
instructors of cultural anthropology. This 2018 text is a revision of the
"first draft edition" from 2017 and includes 7 new chapters.
Everything in Its Place - Oliver Sacks 2019-04-23
From the best-selling author of Gratitude and On the Move, a final
volume of essays that showcase Sacks's broad range of interests--from
his passion for ferns, swimming, and horsetails, to his final case histories
exploring schizophrenia, dementia, and Alzheimer's. Oliver Sacks,
scientist and storyteller, is beloved by readers for his neurological case
histories and his fascination and familiarity with human behavior at its
most unexpected and unfamiliar. Everything in Its Place is a celebration
of Sacks's myriad interests, told with his characteristic compassion and
erudition, and in his luminous prose.
The Second Machine Age: Work, Progress, and Prosperity in a Time of
Brilliant Technologies - Erik Brynjolfsson 2014-01-20
A pair of technology experts describe how humans will have to keep pace
with machines in order to become prosperous in the future and identify
strategies and policies for business and individuals to use to combine
digital processing power with human ingenuity.
Musicophilia - Oliver Sacks 2010-02-05
What goes on in human beings when they make or listen to music? What
is it about music, what gives it such peculiar power over us, power
delectable and beneficent for the most part, but also capable of
uncontrollable and sometimes destructive force? Music has no concepts,
it lacks images; it has no power of representation, it has no relation to
the world. And yet it is evident in all of us–we tap our feet, we keep time,
hum, sing, conduct music, mirror the melodic contours and feelings of
what we hear in our movements and expressions. In this book, Oliver
Sacks explores the power music wields over us–a power that sometimes
we control and at other times don’t. He explores, in his inimitable
fashion, how it can provide access to otherwise unreachable emotional
states, how it can revivify neurological avenues that have been frozen,
evoke memories of earlier, lost events or states or bring those with
neurological disorders back to a time when the world was much richer.
This is a book that explores, like no other, the myriad dimensions of our
experience of and with music.
Gratitude - Oliver Sacks 2015-11-24
“My predominant feeling is one of gratitude. I have loved and been loved.
I have been given much and I have given something in return. Above all,
I have been a sentient being, a thinking animal, on this beautiful planet,
and that in itself has been an enormous privilege and adventure.”
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—Oliver Sacks No writer has succeeded in capturing the medical and
human drama of illness as honestly and as eloquently as Oliver Sacks.
During the last few months of his life, he wrote a set of essays in which
he movingly explored his feelings about completing a life and coming to
terms with his own death. “It is the fate of every human being,” Sacks
writes, “to be a unique individual, to find his own path, to live his own
life, to die his own death.” Together, these four essays form an ode to the
uniqueness of each human being and to gratitude for the gift of life.
“Oliver Sacks was like no other clinician, or writer. He was drawn to the
homes of the sick, the institutions of the most frail and disabled, the
company of the unusual and the ‘abnormal.’ He wanted to see humanity
in its many variants and to do so in his own, almost anachronistic
way—face to face, over time, away from our burgeoning apparatus of
computers and algorithms. And, through his writing, he showed us what
he saw.” —Atul Gawande, author of Being Mortal
Discover - 2005
The Signal and the Noise - Nate Silver 2015-02-03
UPDATED FOR 2020 WITH A NEW PREFACE BY NATE SILVER "One of
the more momentous books of the decade." —The New York Times Book
Review Nate Silver built an innovative system for predicting baseball
performance, predicted the 2008 election within a hair’s breadth, and
became a national sensation as a blogger—all by the time he was thirty.
He solidified his standing as the nation's foremost political forecaster
with his near perfect prediction of the 2012 election. Silver is the
founder and editor in chief of the website FiveThirtyEight. Drawing on
his own groundbreaking work, Silver examines the world of prediction,
investigating how we can distinguish a true signal from a universe of
noisy data. Most predictions fail, often at great cost to society, because
most of us have a poor understanding of probability and uncertainty.
Both experts and laypeople mistake more confident predictions for more
accurate ones. But overconfidence is often the reason for failure. If our
appreciation of uncertainty improves, our predictions can get better too.
This is the “prediction paradox”: The more humility we have about our
ability to make predictions, the more successful we can be in planning
for the future. In keeping with his own aim to seek truth from data, Silver
visits the most successful forecasters in a range of areas, from
hurricanes to baseball to global pandemics, from the poker table to the
stock market, from Capitol Hill to the NBA. He explains and evaluates
how these forecasters think and what bonds they share. What lies behind
their success? Are they good—or just lucky? What patterns have they
unraveled? And are their forecasts really right? He explores
unanticipated commonalities and exposes unexpected juxtapositions. And
sometimes, it is not so much how good a prediction is in an absolute
sense that matters but how good it is relative to the competition. In other
cases, prediction is still a very rudimentary—and dangerous—science.
Silver observes that the most accurate forecasters tend to have a
superior command of probability, and they tend to be both humble and
hardworking. They distinguish the predictable from the unpredictable,
and they notice a thousand little details that lead them closer to the
truth. Because of their appreciation of probability, they can distinguish
the signal from the noise. With everything from the health of the global
economy to our ability to fight terrorism dependent on the quality of our
predictions, Nate Silver’s insights are an essential read.
The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat - Oliver Sacks 2021-09-14
In his most extraordinary book, the bestselling author of Awakenings and
"poet laureate of medicine” (The New York Times) recounts the case
histories of patients inhabiting the compelling world of neurological
disorders, from those who are no longer able to recognize common
objects to those who gain extraordinary new skills. Featuring a new
preface, Oliver Sacks’s The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat tells the
stories of individuals afflicted with perceptual and intellectual disorders:
patients who have lost their memories and with them the greater part of
their pasts; who are no longer able to recognize people and common
objects; whose limbs seem alien to them; who lack some skills yet are
gifted with uncanny artistic or mathematical talents. In Dr. Sacks’s
splendid and sympathetic telling, his patients are deeply human and his
tales are studies of struggles against incredible adversity. A great healer,
Sacks never loses sight of medicine’s ultimate responsibility: “the
suffering, afflicted, fighting human subject.”
Imagination - Jim Davies 2019-11-05
We don’t think of imagination the way that we should. The word is often
only associated with children, artists and daydreamers, but in reality,
imagination is an integral part of almost every action and decision that
we make. Simply put, imagination is a person’s ability to create scenarios
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in his or her head: this can include everything from planning a grocery
list, to honing a golf swing, to having religious hallucinations. And while
imagination has positive connotations, it can also lead to decreased
productivity and cooperation, or worse, the continuous reliving of past
trauma.The human brain is remarkable in its ability to imagine—it can
imagine complex possible futures, fantasy worlds, or tasty meals. We can
use our imaginations to make us relaxed or anxious. We can imagine
what the world might be, and construct elaborate plans. People have
been fascinated with the machination of the human brain and its ability
to imagine for centuries. There are books on creativity, dreams, memory,
and the mind in general, but how exactly do we create those scenes in
our head? With chapters ranging from hallucination and imaginary
friends to how imagination can make you happier and more productive,
Jim Davies' Imagination will help us explore the full potential of our own
mind.
Albert Camus in New York - Herbert R. Lottman 1997
When Albert Camus arrived in New York he was all but unknown on
foreign shores -- our shores for example. The Stranger, his first
influential novel, was to be published only during his American visit.
University specialists knew something about him, and some were already
great admirers, as were a handful of francophile journalists. But in Paris
Camus was a full blown hero, a young and brilliant author of eminent
works, a likable champion of the Resistance. His relative obscurity in
New York made him totally accessible, added intensity to his brief stay,
for those fortunate enough to meet him then, and for us now as we reach
back to recreate those days.
Perfect Behavior - Donald Ogden Stewart 1922
The Medical Detectives - Berton Roueche 1982-02-01
Mysteries of modern American medicine--involving strange allergies,
food poisonings, environmental contaminations, and outbreaks of mass
hysteria--are solved in engrossing and instructive narratives conducted
by a renowned medical writer
Working on Mars - William J. Clancey 2012-09-07
What it's like to explore Mars from Earth: How the Mars rovers provide
scientists with a virtual experience of being on Mars. Geologists in the
field climb hills and hang onto craggy outcrops; they put their fingers in
sand and scratch, smell, and even taste rocks. Beginning in 2004,
however, a team of geologists and other planetary scientists did field
science in a dark room in Pasadena, exploring Mars from NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) by means of the remotely operated Mars
Exploration Rovers (MER). Clustered around monitors, living on Mars
time, painstakingly plotting each movement of the rovers and their tools,
sensors, and cameras, these scientists reported that they felt as if they
were on Mars themselves, doing field science. The MER created a virtual
experience of being on Mars. In this book, William Clancey examines how
the MER has changed the nature of planetary field science. Drawing on
his extensive observations of scientists in the field and at the JPL,
Clancey investigates how the design of the rover mission enables field
science on Mars, explaining how the scientists and rover engineers
manipulate the vehicle and why the programmable tools and analytic
instruments work so well for them. He shows how the scientists felt not
as if they were issuing commands to a machine but rather as if they were
working on the red planet, riding together in the rover on a voyage of
discovery. Learn more about the book here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZQSWSZnTYs&feature=youtube_gda
ta
An Anthropologist on Mars - Oliver Sacks 2012-11-14
To these seven narratives of neurological disorder Dr. Sacks brings the
same humanity, poetic observation, and infectious sense of wonder that
are apparent in his bestsellers Awakenings and The Man Who Mistook
His Wife for a Hat. These men, women, and one extraordinary child
emerge as brilliantly adaptive personalities, whose conditions have not
so much debilitated them as ushered them into another reality.
The Oracle of Night - Sidarta Ribeiro 2021-08-17
A groundbreaking history of the human mind told through our
experience of dreams—from the earliest accounts to current scientific
findings—and their essential role in the formation of who we are and the
world we have made. What is a dream? Why do we dream? How do our
bodies and minds use them? These questions are the starting point for
this unprecedented study of the role and significance of this
phenomenon. An investigation on a grand scale, it encompasses
literature, anthropology, religion, and science, articulating the essential
place dreams occupy in human culture and how they functioned as the
catalyst that compelled us to transform our earthly habitat into a human
download-an-anthropologist-on-mars-seven-paradoxical-tales-pdf

world. From the earliest cave paintings—where Sidarta Ribeiro locates a
key to humankind’s first dreams and how they contributed to our
capacity to perceive past and future and our ability to conceive of the
existence of souls and spirits—to today’s cutting-edge scientific research,
Ribeiro arrives at revolutionary conclusions about the role of dreams in
human existence and evolution. He explores the advances that contemporary neuroscience, biochemistry, and psychology have made into the
connections between sleep, dreams, and learning. He explains what
dreams have taught us about the neural basis of memory and the
transformation of memory in recall. And he makes clear that the earliest
insight into dreams as oracular has been elucidated by contemporary
research. Accessible, authoritative, and fascinating, The Oracle of Night
gives us a wholly new way to understand this most basic of human
experiences.
The Uninhabitable Earth - David Wallace-Wells 2020-03-17
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “The Uninhabitable Earth hits
you like a comet, with an overflow of insanely lyrical prose about our
pending Armageddon.”—Andrew Solomon, author of The Noonday
Demon With a new afterword It is worse, much worse, than you think. If
your anxiety about global warming is dominated by fears of sea-level
rise, you are barely scratching the surface of what terrors are
possible—food shortages, refugee emergencies, climate wars and
economic devastation. An “epoch-defining book” (The Guardian) and
“this generation’s Silent Spring” (The Washington Post), The
Uninhabitable Earth is both a travelogue of the near future and a
meditation on how that future will look to those living through it—the
ways that warming promises to transform global politics, the meaning of
technology and nature in the modern world, the sustainability of
capitalism and the trajectory of human progress. The Uninhabitable
Earth is also an impassioned call to action. For just as the world was
brought to the brink of catastrophe within the span of a lifetime, the
responsibility to avoid it now belongs to a single generation—today’s.
Praise for The Uninhabitable Earth “The Uninhabitable Earth is the most
terrifying book I have ever read. Its subject is climate change, and its
method is scientific, but its mode is Old Testament. The book is a
meticulously documented, white-knuckled tour through the cascading
catastrophes that will soon engulf our warming planet.”—Farhad Manjoo,
The New York Times “Riveting. . . . Some readers will find Mr. WallaceWells’s outline of possible futures alarmist. He is indeed alarmed. You
should be, too.”—The Economist “Potent and evocative. . . . WallaceWells has resolved to offer something other than the standard narrative
of climate change. . . . He avoids the ‘eerily banal language of
climatology’ in favor of lush, rolling prose.”—Jennifer Szalai, The New
York Times “The book has potential to be this generation’s Silent
Spring.”—The Washington Post “The Uninhabitable Earth, which has
become a best seller, taps into the underlying emotion of the day: fear. . .
. I encourage people to read this book.”—Alan Weisman, The New York
Review of Books
Autism Spectrum Disorders - Ana María Rodríguez 2011-04-01
Every year, one out of every 100 children in the United States or six out
of every 1,000 young people worldwide is diagnosed with autism. Autism
spectrum disorders (ASD) are a neurologically based family of
developmental disorders that can impact people s communication and
social skills. ASD includes both autism and Asperger syndrome. Cuttingedge research and scientific studies are probing into the genetic
foundation of ASD. Quoting researcher Stephen Scherer about a recent
study, USA TODAY, the Nation s No. 1 Newspaper, notes that, most
individuals with autism are probably genetically quite unique.
What Technology Wants - Kevin Kelly 2011-09-27
From the author of the New York Times bestseller The Inevitable— a
sweeping vision of technology as a living force that can expand our
individual potential In this provocative book, one of today's most
respected thinkers turns the conversation about technology on its head
by viewing technology as a natural system, an extension of biological
evolution. By mapping the behavior of life, we paradoxically get a
glimpse at where technology is headed-or "what it wants." Kevin Kelly
offers a dozen trajectories in the coming decades for this near-living
system. And as we align ourselves with technology's agenda, we can
capture its colossal potential. This visionary and optimistic book explores
how technology gives our lives greater meaning and is a must-read for
anyone curious about the future.
The Book of the Damned - Charles Fort 1972
"Time travel, UFOs, mysterious planets, stigmata, rock-throwing
poltergeists, huge footprints, bizarre rains of fish and frogs-nearly a
century after Charles Fort's Book of the Damned was originally
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published, the strange phenomenon presented in this book remains
largely unexplained by modern science. Through painstaking research
and a witty, sarcastic style, Fort captures the imagination while exposing
the flaws of popular scientific explanations. Virtually all of his material
was compiled and documented from reports published in reputable
journals, newspapers and periodicals because he was an avid collector.
Charles Fort was somewhat of a recluse who spent most of his spare time
researching these strange events and collected these reports from
publications sent to him from around the globe. This was the first of a
series of books he created on unusual and unexplained events and to this
day it remains the most popular. If you agree that truth is often stranger
than fiction, then this book is for you"--Taken from Good Reads website.
The Primordial Emotions - Derek A. Denton 2005
To understand what is happening in the brain in the moment you decide,
at will, to summon to consciousness a passage of Mozart's music, or
decide to take a deep breath, is like trying to "catch a phantom by the
tail". Consciousness remains that most elusive of all human phenomena one somysterious, one that even our highly developed knowledge of brain
function can only partly explain. This book is unique in tracing the
origins of consciousness. It takes the investigation back many years in an
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attempt to uncover just how consciousness might have first
emerged.Consciousness did not develop suddenly in humans - it evolved
gradually. In 'The Primordial Emotions', Derek Denton, a world
renowned expert on animal instinct and a leader in integrative
physiology, investigates the evolution of consciousness. Central to the
book is the idea that the primalemotions - elements of instinctive
behaviour - were the first dawning of consciousness. Throughout he
examines instinctive behaviours, such as hunger for air, hunger for
minerals, thirst, and pain, arguing that the emotions elicited from these
behaviours and desire for gratification culminated inthe first conscious
states. To develop the theory he looks at behaviour at different levels of
the evolutionary tree, for example of octopuses, fish, snakes, birds, and
elephants. Coupled with findings from neuroimaging studies, and the
viewpoints on consciousness from some of the key figures inphilosophy
and neuroscience, the book presents an accessible and groundbreaking
new look at the problem of consciousness.
Autism Spectrum Disorders - Ana Maria Rodriguez 2011-01-01
Provides case studies of people living with autism spectrum disorders
and information about symptoms, treatment, research, and coping with
ASD.
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