Buddhism A Very Short Introduction Damien
Keown
Getting the books buddhism a very short introduction damien keown now is not type of
inspiring means. You could not deserted going as soon as ebook growth or library or borrowing from
your contacts to entrance them. This is an enormously easy means to specifically acquire guide by
on-line. This online broadcast buddhism a very short introduction damien keown can be one of the
options to accompany you in imitation of having new time.
It will not waste your time. take on me, the e-book will utterly express you additional issue to read.
Just invest little mature to entry this on-line proclamation buddhism a very short introduction
damien keown as well as evaluation them wherever you are now.

Nothing: A Very Short Introduction - Frank Close
2009-06-25
An exploration of the concept of "nothing"
journeys from ancient ideas and cultural
traditions to the latest scientific research,
discussing the history of the vacuum, theories on
the nature of time and space, and other
discoveries.
An Introduction to Buddhism - The Dalai Lama
2018-07-17
The "Core Teachings of the Dalai Lama" series
begins with this small book of teachings by His
Holiness, the perfect introduction to traditional
Tibetan Buddhist thought and practice. There is
no one more suited to introduce beginners—and
remind seasoned practitioners— of the
fundamentals of Tibetan Buddhism than His
Holiness the Dalai Lama. Speaking to an
audience of Western students, the Dalai Lama
shows us how to apply basic Buddhist principles
to our day-to-day lives. Starting with the very
foundation of Buddhism, the Four Noble Truths,
he provides the framework for understanding
the Buddha’s first teachings on suffering,
happiness, and peace. He follows with
commentary on two of Buddhism’s most
profound texts: The Eight Verses on Training the
Mind and Atisha’s Lamp for the Path to
Enlightenment, often referring to the former as
one of his main sources of inspiration for the
practice of compassion. With clear, accessible
language and the familiar sense of humor that
infuses nearly all of his work, the Dalai Lama
invites us all to develop innermost awareness, a
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proper understanding of the nature of reality,
and heartfelt compassion for all beings. This
book was previously published under the title
Lighting the Way.
The Foundations of Buddhism - Rupert Gethin
1998-07-16
In this introduction to the foundations of
Buddhism, Rupert Gethin concentrates on the
ideas and practices which constitute the
common heritage of the different traditions of
Buddhism (Thervada, Tibetan and Eastern)
which exist in the world today.
Niels Bohr: A Very Short Introduction - J. L.
Heilbron 2020-01-23
Niels Bohr, who pioneered the quantum theory
of the atom, had a broad conception of his
obligations as a physicist. They included not only
a responsibility for the consequences of his work
for the wider society, but also a compulsion to
apply the philosophy he deduced from his
physics to improving ordinary people's
understanding of the moral universe they
inhabit. In some of these concerns Bohr
resembled Einstein, although Einstein could not
accept what he called the "tranquilizing
philosophy" with which Bohr tried to resolve
such ancient conundrums as the nature (or
possibility) of free will. In this Very Short
Introduction John Heilbron draws on sources
never before presented in English to cover the
life and work of one of the most creative
physicists of the 20th century. In addition to his
role as a scientist, Heilbron considers Bohr as a
statesman and Danish cultural icon, who built
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scientific institutions and pushed for the
extension of international cooperation in science
to all nation states. As a humanist he was
concerned with the cultivation of all sides of the
individual, and with the complementary
contributions of all peoples to the sum of human
culture. Throughout, Heilbron considers how all
of these aspects of Bohr's personality influenced
his work, as well as the science that made him,
in the words of Sir Henry Dale, President of the
Royal Society of London, probably the "first
among all the men of all countries who are now
active in any department of science." ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Decadence - David Weir 2018
Introduction -- Rome: classical decadence -Paris: cultural decadence -- London: social
decadence -- Vienna and Berlin: socio-cultural
decadence -- Afterword: legacies of decadence
Contemporary Buddhist Ethics - Damien Keown
2013-01-11
This innovative volume brings together the views
of leading scholars on a range of controversial
subjects including human rights, animal rights,
ecology, abortion, euthanasia, and contemporary
business practice.
A Dictionary of Buddhism - Damien Keown
2004-08-26
This new dictionary, now available in paperback
as part of the best-selling Oxford Paperback
Reference series, covers both historical and
contemporary issues in Buddhism, and includes
all Buddhist schools and cultures. Over 2,000
broad-ranging entries cover beliefs, doctrines,
major teachers and scholars, place names, and
artefacts, in a clear and concise style. The text is
illustrated with line drawings of religious
structures, iconographic forms and gestures,
and ritual objects. Appendices include a
chronology and a guide to canonical scriptures
as well as a pronunciation guide for difficult
names and terms.
Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction - Damien
Keown 2013-02-28
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Introduces Buddhism, looking at how the
tradition began and how it evolved and
explaining its central teachings and practices.
Buddhist Ethics: A Very Short Introduction Damien Keown 2005-06-23
Recent interest in Buddhist thought has grown
dramatically, and with it the desire to
understand contemporary ethics from a Buddhist
perspective. Looking at issues such as animal
rights, the environment, abortion and cloning,
the author explains mainstream Buddhist
teachings on a wide range of debates.
Intelligence: A Very Short Introduction - Ian
J. Deary 2001-02-22
People value their powers of thinking and most
of us are interested in why some people seem to
drive a highly tuned Rolls Royce brain while
others potter along with a merely serviceable
Ford Fiesta. This Very Short Introduction
describes what psychologists have discovered
about how and why people differ in their
thinking powers. The book takes readers from no
knowledge about the science of human
intelligence to a stage where they are able to
make judgements for themselves about some of
the key questions about human mental ability
differences. Each chapter deals with a central
issue that is both scientifically lively and of
considerable general interest, and is structured
around a diagram which is explained in the
course of the chapter. The issues discussed
include whether there are several different types
of intelligence, whether intelligence differences
are caused by genes or the environment, the
biological basis of intelligence differences, and
whether intelligence declines or increases as we
grow older. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Heidegger: A Very Short Introduction Michael Inwood 2000-10-12
Martin Heidegger (1889-1976) is probably the
most divisive philosopher of the twentieth
century. Considered by some to be the greatest
charlatan ever to claim the title of 'philosopher',
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by some as an apologist for Nazism, he was also
an acknowledged leader and central figure to
many philosophers. Michael Inwood's lucid
introduction to Heidegger's thought focuses on
his most important work, 'Being and Time', and
its major themes of existence in the world,
inauthenticity, guilt, destiny, truth, and the
nature of time. These themes are then
reassessed in the light of Heidegger's later work,
together with the extent of his philosophical
importance and influence. This is an invaluable
guide to the complex and voluminous thought of
a major twentieth-century existentialist
philosopher. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Science and Religion: A Very Short
Introduction - Thomas Dixon 2008-07-24
The debate between science and religion is
never out of the news: emotions run high, fuelled
by polemical bestsellers like iThe God Delusion/i
and, at the other end of the spectrum, highprofile campaigns to teach 'Intelligent Design' in
schools.Yet there is much more to the debate
than the clash of these extremes. As Thomas
Dixon shows in this balanced and thoughtprovoking introduction, a whole range of views,
subtle arguments, and fascinating perspectives
can be taken on this complex and centuries-old
subject. He explores not only thekey
philosophical questions that underlie the debate,
but also highlights the social, political, and
ethical contexts that have made 'science and
religion' such a fraught and interesting topic in
the modern world. Along the way, he examines
landmark historical episodes such as the Galileo
affair,Charles Darwin's own religious and
scientific odyssey, the Scopes 'Monkey Trial' in
Tennessee in 1925, and the Dover Area School
Board case of 2005, and includes perspectives
from non-Christian religions and examples from
across the physical, biological, and social
sciences.
War and Religion: A Very Short Introduction Jolyon Mitchell 2021-03-25
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Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp,
Inspiring Is religion a force for war, or a force
for peace? Some of the most terrible wars in
history have been caused and motivated by
religion. Much of the violence that fills our
screens today springs from the same source. Yet
some of the bravest pacifists have also been
deeply religious people, and many of the laws
and institutions that work to soften or prevent
war have deep religious roots. This Very Short
Introduction provides an overview of the history
of religion and war, and a framework for
analysing it. Ranging from the warrior gods of
Ancient Greece and Rome, and the ethical drama
of the Mahabharata, through the Islamic wars of
conquest and the Crusades, to present day
conflicts in Sri Lanka and the Balkans, it
considers the entanglement of war and religion.
Yet from Just War theory and the restraints on
war-making imposed by Islamic jurisprudence,
through the Pax Christi of the middle ages, to
the non-violence of Gandhi and Bacha Khan;
there is also a story to be told of peace and
religion as well. Jolyon Mitchell and Joshua Rey
consider both sides of the age long drama of war
and religion, challenging assumptions at the
most fundamental level. Throughout, they
encourage a more sophisticated and wellgrounded view on these issues that have had
such weight in the past, and continue to shape
our present and future. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Islam: A Very Short Introduction - Malise
Ruthven 2012-01-26
Islam features widely in the news, often in its
most militant forms, but few people in the nonMuslim world really understand its nature.
Malise Ruthven's Very Short Introduction, offers
essential insights into the big issues, provides
fresh perspectives on contemporary questions,
and guides us through the complex debates.
Writing and Script: A Very Short
Introduction - Andrew Robinson 2009-08-27
"Starting with the origins of writing five
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thousand years ago, with cuneiform and
Egyptian hieroglyphs, Andrew Robinson explains
how these early forms of writing developed into
hundreds of scripts including the Roman
alphabet and the Chinese characters. He reveals
how the modern writing system we take for
granted - including airport signage and
electronic text messaging - resemble ancient
scripts much more closely than we think." --Book
Jacket.
Knowledge: A Very Short Introduction - Jennifer
Nagel 2014-09-25
What is knowledge? How does it differ from
mere belief? Do you need to be able to justify a
claim in order to count as knowing it? How can
we know that the outer world is real and not a
dream? Questions like these are ancient ones,
and the branch of philosophy dedicated to
answering them - epistemology - has been active
for thousands of years. In this thought-provoking
Very Short Introduction, Jennifer Nagel
considers these classic questions alongside new
puzzles arising from recent discoveries about
humanity, language, and the mind. Nagel
explains the formation of major historical
theories of knowledge, and shows how
contemporary philosophers have developed new
ways of understanding knowledge, using ideas
from logic, linguistics, and psychology. Covering
topics ranging from relativism and the problem
of scepticism to the trustworthiness of internet
sources, Nagel examines how progress has been
made in understanding knowledge, using
everyday examples to explain the key issues and
debates ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Development - Ian Goldin 2018
What is development -- How does development
happen? -- Why are some countries rich and
others poor? -- What can be done to accelerate
development? -- The evolution of development
aid -- Sustainable development -- Globalization
and development -- The future of development.
Magic: A Very Short Introduction - Owen
buddhism-a-very-short-introduction-damien-keown

Davies 2012-01-26
Defining 'magic' is a maddening task. Over the
last century numerous philosophers,
anthropologists, historians, and theologians have
attempted to pin down its essential meaning,
sometimes analysing it in such complex and
abstruse depth that it all but loses its sense
altogether. For this reason, many people often
shy away from providing a detailed definition,
assuming it is generally understood as the
human control of supernatural forces. 'Magic'
continues to pervade the popular imagination
and idiom. People feel comfortable with its
contemporary multiple meanings, unaware of
the controversy, conflict, and debate its
definition has caused over two and a half
millennia. In common usage today 'magic' is
uttered in reference to the supernatural,
superstition, illusion, trickery, religious miracles,
fantasies, and as a simple superlative. The
literary confection known as 'magical realism'
has considerable appeal and many modern
scientists have ironically incorporated the word
into their vocabulary, with their 'magic acid',
'magic bullets' and 'magic angles'. Since the socalled European Enlightenment magic has often
been seen as a marker of primitivism, of a
benighted earlier stage of human development.
Yet across the modern globalized world
hundreds of millions continue to resort to magic
- and also to fear it. Magic provides explanations
and remedies for those living in extreme poverty
and without access to alternatives. In the
industrial West, with its state welfare systems,
religious fundamentalists decry the continued
moral threat posed by magic. Under the guise of
neo-Paganism, its practice has become a religion
in itself. Magic continues to be a truly global
issue. This Very Short Introduction does not
attempt to provide a concluding definition of
magic: it is beyond simple definition. Instead it
explores the many ways in which magic, as an
idea and a practice, has been understood and
employed over the millennia. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
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and challenging topics highly readable.
Samurai: a Very Short Introduction - Michael
Wert 2021
"A book about the samurai from their origins in
the eighth and ninth centuries until their demise
in the mid-nineteenth century. It dispels a lot of
myths about the samurai one might encounter in
popular culture. It describes samurai life, work,
philosophy, and warfare as it changed over time.
It covers what samurai were doing when they
weren't fighting. For example, samurai who
engaged in commerce, formed gangs, begged,
and even taught samurai etiquette and martial
arts to non-samurai. The first half of the book
tends to focus on warriors, some of whom were
essentially aristocrats; warrior families who
looked to non-warrior nobles for models of
behaviour, lifestyle, and politics. It traces the
early formation of a warrior regime, how it
interacted with an emperor-centered noble court
located permanently in Kyoto, and the political
and cultural struggles within the warrior class.
The second half of the book zeroes in on the
details of warlord families, the struggles of
"rank-and-file" samurai typically depicted in
popular culture-warriors from the seventeenth
through nineteenth centuries. It also shows how
samurai history, culture, and values were
consumed by non-samurai and, in so doing,
contributed to an idealized warrior image that
even samurai themselves tried to emulate"-Buddhism and Bioethics - Damien Keown
2016-07-27
Buddhism and Bioethics discusses contemporary
issues in medical ethics from a Buddhist
perspective. The issues examined include
abortion, embryo research and euthanasia.
Drawing on ancient and modern sources, the
book shows how Buddhist ethical principles can
be applied consistently to a range of bioethical
problems. It is suggested that moral judgements
can be objective and that there can be a
'Buddhist view' on ethical issues.
Confucianism - Daniel K. Gardner 2014
This volume shows the influence of the Sage's
teachings over the course of Chinese history--on
state ideology, the civil service examination
system, imperial government, the family, and
social relations--and the fate of Confucianism in
China in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
as China developed alongside a modernizing
buddhism-a-very-short-introduction-damien-keown

West and Japan. Some Chinese intellectuals
attempted to reform the Confucian tradition to
address new needs; others argued for jettisoning
it altogether in favor of Western ideas and
technology; still others condemned it angrily,
arguing that Confucius and his legacy were
responsible for China's feudal, ''backward''
conditions in the twentieth century and
launching campaigns to eradicate its influences.
Yet Chinese continue to turn to the teachings of
Confucianism for guidance in their daily lives.
Sikhism: A Very Short Introduction - Eleanor
Nesbitt 2016-04-28
The Sikh religion has a following of over 20
million people worldwide. However,events such
as the verbal and physical attacks on Sikhs just
after September 11, where Sikhs were being
mistaken for Muslims, suggest that the Sikh
faith still remains mysterious to many. This Very
Short Introduction introduces newcomers to the
meaning of the Sikh religious tradition, its
teachings, practices, rituals and festivals.
Eleanor Nesbitt highlights and contextualizes
the key threads in the history of Sikhism, from
the first Gurus to martyrdom, militarization, and
the increasingly significant diaspora. Examining
gender, caste, and the changes that are
currently underway in the faith, Nesbitt
considers contemporary Sikh identities and their
role in our world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Action Dharma - Christopher S. Queen 2003
These essays chart the emergence of a new
chapter in an ancient faith - the rise of social
service and political activism in Buddhist Asia
and the West. Engaged Buddhists have sought
new ways to comfort society's oppressed
communities.
Hinduism - Kim Knott 2016
Hinduism is practised by about 80% of India's
population, and by about 30,000,000 people
outside India. But how is Hinduism defined, and
what basis does the religion have? This work
gives concise insights into the central
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preoccupations of Hinduism.
Indian Philosophy: A Very Short
Introduction - Sue Hamilton 2001-02-22
India has a long, rich, and diverse tradition of
philosophical thought, spanning some two and a
half millennia and encompassing several major
religious traditions. This Very Short Introduction
emphasizes the diversity of Indian thought, and
is structured around six schools which have
achieved classic status. Sue Hamilton explores
how the traditions have attempted to understand
the nature of reality in terms of an inner or
spiritual quest, and introduces distinctively
Indian concepts such as karma and rebirth. She
also shows how Indian thinkers have understood
issues of reality and knowledge — issues which
are also an important part of the Western
philosophical tradition. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Leadership: A Very Short Introduction - Keith
Grint 2010-07-29
The subject of leadership raises many questions:
What is it? How does it differ from management
and command? Are leaders born or bred? Who
are the leaders? Do we actually need leaders?
Inevitably, the answers are provocative and
partial; leadership is a hugely important topic of
debate. There are constant calls for 'greater' or
'stronger' leadership, but what this actually
means, how we can evaluate it, and why it's
important are not very clear. In this Very Short
Introduction Keith Grint prompts the reader to
rethink their understanding of what leadership
is. He examines the way leadership has evolved
from its earliest manifestations in ancient
societies, highlighting the beginnings of
leadership writings through Plato, Sun Tzu,
Machiavelli and others, to consider the role of
the social, economic, and political context
undermining particular modes of leadership.
Exploring the idea that leaders cannot exist
without followers, and recognising that we all
have diverse experiences and assumptions of
leadership, Grint looks at the practice of
buddhism-a-very-short-introduction-damien-keown

management, its history, future, and influence
on all aspects of society. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Virtuous Bodies - Susanne Mrozik 2007-07-20
Virtuous Bodies breaks new ground in the field
of Buddhist ethics by investigating the diverse
roles bodies play in ethical development.
Traditionally, Buddhists assumed a close
connection between body and morality. Thus
Buddhist literature contains descriptions of
living beings that stink with sin, are disfigured
by vices, or are perfumed and adorned with
virtues. Taking an influential early medieval
Indian Mah=ay=ana Buddhist text-'S=antideva's
Compendium of Training ('Sik,s=asamuccaya)-as
a case study, Susanne Mrozik demonstrates that
Buddhists regarded ethical development as a
process of physical and moral transformation.
Mrozik chooses The Compendium of Training
because it quotes from over one hundred
Buddhist scriptures, allowing her to reveal a
broader Buddhist interest in the ethical
significance of bodies. The text is a training
manual for bodhisattvas, especially monastic
bodhisattvas. In it, bodies function as markers
of, and conditions for, one's own ethical
development. Most strikingly, bodies also
function as instruments for the ethical
development of others. When living beings come
into contact with the virtuous bodies of
bodhisattvas, they are transformed physically
and morally for the better. Virtuous Bodies
explores both the centrality of bodies to the
bodhisattva ideal and the corporeal specificity of
that ideal. Arguing that the bodhisattva ideal is
an embodied ethical ideal, Mrozik poses an array
of fascinating questions: What does virtue look
like? What kinds of physical features constitute
virtuous bodies? What kinds of bodies have
virtuous effects on others? Drawing on a range
of contemporary theorists, this book engages in
a feminist hermeneutics of recovery and
suspicion in order to explore the ethical
resources Buddhism offers to scholars and
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religious practitioners interested in the
embodied nature of ethical ideals.
Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction Jonathan A.C. Brown 2011-03-24
Drawing on traditional Muslim sources, Michael
Cook describes Muhammad's life and teaching.
He also attempts to stand back from this
traditional picture to show how far it is
historically justified.
Judaism: A Very Short Introduction - Norman
Solomon 2014-08-28
Normon Solomon's succinct book is an ideal
introduction to Judaism as a religion and way of
life. Demonstrating the diverse nature and
ethnic origin of those with the Jewish faith,
Solomon explores how the Jewish religion has
developed in the 2,000 years since the days of
the Bible. This Very Short Introduction starts by
outlining the basics of practical Judaism - its
festivals, prayers, customs, and various sects and goes on to consider how Judaism has
responded to, and dealt with, a number of key
issues and debates, including the impact of the
Holocaust and the establishment of the State of
Israel. In this new edition, Solomon considers
issues of contemporary Judaism in the twenty
first century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Logic: A Very Short Introduction - Boyce Gibson
Professor of Philosophy Graham Priest
2000-10-12
Logic is often perceived as having little to do
with the rest of philosophy, and even less to do
with real life. Graham Priest explores the
philosophical roots of the subject, explaining
how modern formal logic addresses many issues.
Christianity - Linda Woodhead 2014
This is a short, accessible analysis of Christianity
that focuses on its social and cultural diversity
as well as its historical dimensions.
Buddhism and Abortion - Damien Keown
2016-07-27
Abortion is arguably the most controversial and
divisive moral issue of modern times, but up
buddhism-a-very-short-introduction-damien-keown

until now the debate has taken place almost
exclusively within a Western cultural, religious
and philosophical context. For the past three
decades in the West arguments both for and
against abortion have been mounted by groups
of all kinds, from religious fundamentalists to
radical feminists and every shade of opinion in
between. Rather than mutual understanding,
however, the result has been the polarisation of
opinion and the deepening of entrenched
positions. In the face of this deadlock a new
perspective is urgently required. Buddhism is an
ancient tradition which over the centuries has
refined its distinctive beliefs and values in the
course of a long interaction with the major
cultures of Asia. As Buddhism continues to
engage the attention of the West, the time is
now opportune for its views on abortion to be
heard. This is the first book to explore the
abortion question from a range of Buddhist
cultural and ethical perspectives. The approach
is interdisciplinary and will be of relevance to
those working in fields such as law, ethics,
medicine, philosophy, religion, the social
sciences and women's studies.
Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction - Damien
Keown 1996-10-03
This Very Short Introduction introduces the
reader to the teachings of the Buddha and to the
integration of Buddhism into daily life. What are
the distinctive features of Buddhism? Who was
the Buddha, and what are his teachings? How
has Buddhist thought developed over the
centuries, and how can contemporary dilemmas
be faced from a Buddhist perspective? Words
such as 'karma' and 'nirvana' have entered our
vocabulary, but what do they mean? Damien
Keown's book provides a lively, informative
response to these frequently asked questions
about Buddhism.
Smell - Matthew Cobb 2020
"Describes the latest scientific research on
smell, and explores its place in culture and
history"-The Nature of Buddhist Ethics - Damien
Keown 2016-07-27
In this book the author considers data from both
early and later schools of Buddhism in an
attempt to provide an overall characterization of
the structure of Buddhist ethics. The importance
of ethics in the Buddha's teachings is widely
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acknowledged, but the pursuit of ethical ideals
has up to now been widely held to be secondary
to the attainment of knowledge. Drawing on the
Aristotelian tradition of ethics the author argues
against this intellectualization of Buddhism and
in favour of a new understanding of the tradition
in terms of which ethics plays an absolutely
central role. In the course of this reassessment
many basic concepts such as karma, nirvana,
and the Eightfold Path, are reviewed and
presented in a fresh light. The book will be of
interest to readers with a background in either
Buddhist studies or comparative religious ethics.
Navigation - James A. Bennett 2017
Looking at the long history of navigation at sea,
Jim Bennett discusses the scientific and
technological developments that have enabled
the accurate measurement of position and
setting of directions in the oceans.
Education: A Very Short Introduction - Gary
Thomas 2013-03-28
From the schools of ancient times to the present
day, Gary Thomas explores how and why
education has evolved has it has. Examining
education worldwide, he explains the way
schools work, noting how curricula are
remarkably consistent around the world. Delving
into some of the big questions, Thomas explores
the history of education in this Very Short
Introduction. Considering various styles such as
progressive versus formal, he also explores the
ideas of some of the big theorists, including
Piaget and Vygotsky. Looking at different forms
of education and styles of teaching, he considers
the ways in which education is being improved
by matching styles of learning to teaching, and
ensuring that schools are more inclusive and
meaningful for a broader range of students. He
finishes by considering the ways in which
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education may develop over the coming century.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Catholicism: A Very Short Introduction - Gerald
O'Collins 2008-11-27
What are the origins of the Catholic Church?
How has Catholicism changed and adapted over
the centuries? What challenges does the
Catholic Church face in the twenty-first century?
Gerald O'Collins answers these and other
questions in this clear, accessible introduction to
the largest and oldest institution in the world.
Tibetan Buddhism: A Very Short
Introduction - Matthew Kapstein 2014
What does Tibetan Buddhism teach? Just what is
the position of the Dalai Lama, and how will his
succession be assured? This Very Short
Introduction offers a brief account responding to
these questions and more, in terms that are
easily accessible to those who are curious to
learn the most essential features of Tibetan
Buddhist history, teachings, and practice.
Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction Damien Keown 2013-02-28
In the new edition of this lively and accessible
Very Short Introduction to Buddhism, Damien
Keown looks at all the distinctive features of the
major world faith; examining the development of
Buddhist thought over the centuries, its impact
on daily life in contemporary society, and the
spread of Buddhism throughout the world.
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