Before And Beyond Divergence Ebook
Jeanlaurent Rosenthal Roy Bin Wong
Yeah, reviewing a book before and beyond divergence ebook jeanlaurent rosenthal roy bin
wong could add your close contacts listings. This is just one of the solutions for you to be successful.
As understood, ability does not suggest that you have extraordinary points.
Comprehending as without difficulty as concurrence even more than additional will present each
success. adjacent to, the message as well as sharpness of this before and beyond divergence ebook
jeanlaurent rosenthal roy bin wong can be taken as well as picked to act.

Capital in the Twenty-First Century - Thomas
Piketty 2017-08-14
What are the grand dynamics that drive the
accumulation and distribution of capital?
Questions about the long-term evolution of
inequality, the concentration of wealth, and the
prospects for economic growth lie at the heart of
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political economy. But satisfactory answers have
been hard to find for lack of adequate data and
clear guiding theories. In this work the author
analyzes a unique collection of data from twenty
countries, ranging as far back as the eighteenth
century, to uncover key economic and social
patterns. His findings transform debate and set
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the agenda for the next generation of thought
about wealth and inequality. He shows that
modern economic growth and the diffusion of
knowledge have allowed us to avoid inequalities
on the apocalyptic scale predicted by Karl Marx.
But we have not modified the deep structures of
capital and inequality as much as we thought in
the optimistic decades following World War II.
The main driver of inequality--the tendency of
returns on capital to exceed the rate of economic
growth--today threatens to generate extreme
inequalities that stir discontent and undermine
democratic values if political action is not taken.
But economic trends are not acts of God.
Political action has curbed dangerous
inequalities in the past, the author says, and may
do so again. This original work reorients our
understanding of economic history and confronts
us with sobering lessons for today.
Global History with Chinese Characteristics
- Manuel Perez-Garcia 2020-11-02
This open access book considers a pivotal era in
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Chinese history from a global perspective. This
book’s insight into Chinese and international
history offers timely and challenging
perspectives on initiatives like “Chinese
characteristics”, “The New Silk Road” and “One
Belt, One Road” in broad historical context.
Global History with Chinese Characteristics
analyses the feeble state capacity of Qing China
questioning the so-called “High Qing” (shèng
qīng 盛清) era’s economic prosperity as the
political system was set into a “power paradox”
or “supremacy dilemma”. This is a new thesis
introduced by the author demonstrating that
interventionist states entail weak governance.
Macao and Marseille as a new case study aims
to compare Mediterranean and South China
markets to provide new insights into both
modern eras’ rising trade networks, non-official
institutions and interventionist impulses of
autocratic states such as China’s Qing and
Spain’s Bourbon empires.
The Global Transformation - Barry Buzan
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2015-02-05
This book shows how the political, economic,
military and cultural revolutions of the
nineteenth century shaped modern international
relations.
The British Industrial Revolution in Global
Perspective - Robert C. Allen 2009-04-09
Why did the industrial revolution take place in
eighteenth-century Britain and not elsewhere in
Europe or Asia? In this convincing new account
Robert Allen argues that the British industrial
revolution was a successful response to the
global economy of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. He shows that in Britain
wages were high and capital and energy cheap
in comparison to other countries in Europe and
Asia. As a result, the breakthrough technologies
of the industrial revolution - the steam engine,
the cotton mill, and the substitution of coal for
wood in metal production - were uniquely
profitable to invent and use in Britain. The high
wage economy of pre-industrial Britain also
before-and-beyond-divergence-ebook-jeanlaurent-rosenthal-roy-bin-wong

fostered industrial development since more
people could afford schooling and
apprenticeships. It was only when British
engineers made these new technologies more
cost-effective during the nineteenth century that
the industrial revolution would spread around
the world.
The Stakes of Regulation - Steven L. Kaplan
2015-08-15
Scholars have long regarded ‘Bread, Politics and
Political Economy in the Reign of Louis XV’
(1976) as marking an important moment in the
study of the social, political and cultural history
of eighteenth-century France. ‘The Stakes of
Regulation’ is the companion volume to a new
edition of this landmark study, revealing how
Kaplan’s thinking has evolved in reaction both to
the changing intellectual, epistemological,
historiographical and socio-political
environment, and to the significant scholarship
that has been accomplished during the past forty
years. Kaplan remains faithful to his original
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premise: that the subsistence question is at the
core of eighteenth century history, and that the
issues joined by the struggle over liberalization
continue to shape our destiny today through the
bristling tension between liberty and equality,
and the debate over the necessity, legitimacy
and character of regulation.
The Routledge Companion to the Makers of
Global Business - Teresa da Silva Lopes
2019-07-09
The Routledge Companion to the Makers of
Global Business draws together a wide array of
state-of-the-art research on multinational
enterprises. The volume aims to deepen our
historical understanding of how firms and
entrepreneurs contributed to transformative
processes of globalization. This book explores
how global business facilitated the mechanisms
of cross-border interactions that affected
individuals, organizations, industries, national
economies and international relations. The 37
chapters span the Middle Ages to the present
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day, analyzing the emergence of institutions and
actors alongside key contextual factors for
global business development. Contributors
examine business as a central actor in
globalization, covering myriad entrepreneurs,
organizational forms and key industrial sectors.
Taking a historical view, the chapters highlight
the intertwined and evolving nature of economic,
political, social, technological and environmental
patterns and relationships. They explore
dynamic change as well as lasting continuities,
both of which often only become visible – and
can only be fully understood – when analyzed in
the long run. With dedicated chapters on
challenges such as political risk, sustainability
and economic growth, this prestigious collection
provides a one-stop shop for a key business
discipline.
Early Modern Europe, 1450–1789 - Merry E.
Wiesner-Hanks 2022-08-25
Thoroughly updated edition of a best-selling,
acclaimed book, placing early modern European
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history in a global and environmental context.
Globalizing Literary Genres - Jernej Habjan
2015-10-14
Focused on the relation between processes of
globalization and literary genres, this volume
intervenes in the prevalent notions of
globalization, literary history, genre, and the
novel. Using both close reading and world
history, both literary criticism and political
theory, the book is a timely intervention in the
debates about world, postcolonial, and
transnational literature as they have been
intensified by critical globalization studies,
world-systems analysis, Bourdieuan sociology,
and cosmopolitanism studies. It contends that
globalization, far from starting in recent
decades, has a long and complex history, not
unlike the history of literature itself, meaning
that when we speak of globalization and
literature, we in effect invoke the entire history
of literature. Essays examine literary genres in
relation to broader historical processes,
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connecting the present state of globalization to
such key world-historic events as the early
modern geographical and scientific explorations,
the Enlightenment, the expansions of modernity
in the long nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
postmodernity and postcoloniality, and
contemporary counter-hegemonic movements.
The book offers innovative readings of the
pastoral from Saint-Pierre to Carpentier; the
novel in Kant and Wieland, and in Diderot and
Marx; travel writing from Verne to Cortázar;
sports writing in James and Kahn; entrelacement
in Bolaño, Ghosh, and Soderbergh; and also the
Mozambican ghost story, Indian genre fiction,
"fake" autobiographies, Sephardic "language
memoirs," the postcolonial Gothic, Irish "chick
lit," and counter-hegemonic novels. Making
important theoretical contributions to a renewed
discussion about genre, especially genres of
narrative fiction, this volume addresses global
studies, the history of the novel, and debates
over periodization and nationalism in literary
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history.
Power and Plenty - Ronald Findlay 2009-08-10
International trade has shaped the modern
world, yet until now no single book has been
available for both economists and general
readers that traces the history of the
international economy from its earliest
beginnings to the present day. Power and Plenty
fills this gap, providing the first full account of
world trade and development over the course of
the last millennium. Ronald Findlay and Kevin
O'Rourke examine the successive waves of
globalization and "deglobalization" that have
occurred during the past thousand years,
looking closely at the technological and political
causes behind these long-term trends. They
show how the expansion and contraction of the
world economy has been directly tied to the twoway interplay of trade and geopolitics, and how
war and peace have been critical determinants
of international trade over the very long run. The
story they tell is sweeping in scope, one that
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links the emergence of the Western economies
with economic and political developments
throughout Eurasia centuries ago. Drawing
extensively upon empirical evidence and
informing their systematic analysis with insights
from contemporary economic theory, Findlay
and O'Rourke demonstrate the close
interrelationships of trade and warfare, the
mutual interdependence of the world's different
regions, and the crucial role these factors have
played in explaining modern economic growth.
Power and Plenty is a must-read for anyone
seeking to understand the origins of today's
international economy, the forces that continue
to shape it, and the economic and political
challenges confronting policymakers in the
twenty-first century.
Violence and Social Orders - Douglass C.
North 2009-02-26
This book integrates the problem of violence into
a larger framework, showing how economic and
political behavior are closely linked.
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Empire of Guns - Priya Satia 2019-10-29
A rich and ambitious history reframing the
Industrial Revolution, the expansion of the
British empire, and the emergence of industrial
capitalism as inextricable from the gun trade.
From the seventeenth to the nineteenth century,
the industrial revolution transformed Britain
from an agricultural and artisanal economy to
one dominated by industry, ushering in
unprecedented growth in technology and trade
and putting the country at the center of the
global economy. But the commonly accepted
story of the industrial revolution, anchored in
images of cotton factories and steam engines
invented by unfettered geniuses, overlooks the
true root of economic and industrial expansion:
the lucrative military contracting that enabled
the country's near-constant state of war in the
eighteenth century. Demand for the guns and
other war materiel that allowed British armies,
navies, mercenaries, traders, settlers, and
adventurers to conquer an immense share of the
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globe in turn drove the rise of innumerable
associated industries, from metalworking to
banking. Bookended by the Glorious Revolution
of 1688 and the end of the Napoleonic Wars in
1815, this book traces the social and material
life of British guns over a century of nearconstant war and violence at home and abroad.
Priya Satia develops this story through the life of
prominent British gun-maker and Quaker
Samuel Galton Jr., who was asked to answer for
the moral defensibility of producing guns as new
uses like anonymous mass violence rose.
Reconciling the pacifist tenet of his faith with his
perception of the economic realities of the time,
Galton argued that war was driving the
industrial economy, making everyone
inescapably complicit in it. Through his story,
Satia illuminates Britain's emergence as a global
superpower, the roots of the government's role
in economic development, and the origins of our
own era's debates over gun control and military
contracting.
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Why Did Europe Conquer the World? - Philip
T. Hoffman 2017-01-24
The startling economic and political answers
behind Europe's historical dominance Between
1492 and 1914, Europeans conquered 84
percent of the globe. But why did Europe
establish global dominance, when for centuries
the Chinese, Japanese, Ottomans, and South
Asians were far more advanced? In Why Did
Europe Conquer the World?, Philip Hoffman
demonstrates that conventional
explanations—such as geography, epidemic
disease, and the Industrial Revolution—fail to
provide answers. Arguing instead for the pivotal
role of economic and political history, Hoffman
shows that if certain variables had been
different, Europe would have been eclipsed, and
another power could have become master of the
world. Hoffman sheds light on the two millennia
of economic, political, and historical changes
that set European states on a distinctive path of
development, military rivalry, and war. This
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resulted in astonishingly rapid growth in
Europe's military sector, and produced an
insurmountable lead in gunpowder technology.
The consequences determined which states
established colonial empires or ran the slave
trade, and even which economies were the first
to industrialize. Debunking traditional
arguments, Why Did Europe Conquer the World?
reveals the startling reasons behind Europe's
historic global supremacy.
Doing Business in 2004 - Simeon Djankov 2004
A co-publication of the World Bank, International
Finance Corporation and Oxford University
Press
State Capacity and Economic Development Mark Dincecco 2017-10-26
State capacity - the government's ability to
accomplish its intended policy goals - plays an
important role in market-oriented economic
development today. Yet state capacity
improvements are often difficult to achieve. This
Element analyzes the historical origins of state
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capacity. It evaluates long-run state
development in Western Europe - the birthplace
of both the modern state and modern economic
growth - with a focus on three key inflection
points: the rise of the city-state, the nation-state,
and the welfare state. This Element develops a
conceptual framework regarding the basic
political conditions that enable the state to take
effective policy actions. This framework
highlights the government's challenge to exert
proper authority over both its citizenry and
itself. It concludes by analyzing the European
state development process relative to other
world regions. This analysis characterizes the
basic historical features that helped make
Western Europe different. By taking a long-run
approach, it provides a new perspective on the
deep-rooted relationship between state capacity
and economic development.
The Roman Market Economy - Peter Temin
2017-09-05
What modern economics can tell us about
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ancient Rome The quality of life for ordinary
Roman citizens at the height of the Roman
Empire probably was better than that of any
other large group of people living before the
Industrial Revolution. The Roman Market
Economy uses the tools of modern economics to
show how trade, markets, and the Pax Romana
were critical to ancient Rome's prosperity. Peter
Temin, one of the world's foremost economic
historians, argues that markets dominated the
Roman economy. He traces how the Pax Romana
encouraged trade around the Mediterranean,
and how Roman law promoted commerce and
banking. Temin shows that a reasonably vibrant
market for wheat extended throughout the
empire, and suggests that the Antonine Plague
may have been responsible for turning the stable
prices of the early empire into the persistent
inflation of the late. He vividly describes how
various markets operated in Roman times, from
commodities and slaves to the buying and selling
of land. Applying modern methods for evaluating
9/24

Downloaded from verdaddigital.com on
by guest

economic growth to data culled from historical
sources, Temin argues that Roman Italy in the
second century was as prosperous as the Dutch
Republic in its golden age of the seventeenth
century. The Roman Market Economy reveals
how economics can help us understand how the
Roman Empire could have ruled seventy million
people and endured for centuries.
Disasters and History - Bas van Bavel
2020-10-31
Disasters and History offers the first
comprehensive historical overview of hazards
and disasters. Drawing on a range of case
studies, including the Black Death, the Lisbon
earthquake of 1755 and the Fukushima disaster,
the authors examine how societies dealt with
shocks and hazards and their potentially
disastrous outcomes. They reveal the ways in
which the consequences and outcomes of these
disasters varied widely not only between
societies but also within the same societies
according to social groups, ethnicity and gender.
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They also demonstrate how studying past
disasters, including earthquakes, droughts,
floods and epidemics, can provide a lens through
which to understand the social, economic and
political functioning of past societies and reveal
features of a society which may otherwise
remain hidden from view. This title is also
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
Scarcity in the Modern World - John Brewer
2019-02-21
Scarcity in the Modern World brings together
world-renowned scholars in an open access book
to examine how concerns about the scarcity of
environmental resources such as water, food,
energy and materials have developed, and
subsequently been managed, from the 18th to
the 21st century. These multi-disciplinary
contributions situate contemporary concerns
about scarcity within their longer history, and
address recent forecasts and debates
surrounding the future scarcity of fossil fuels,
renewable energy and water up to 2075. This
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book offers a fresh way of tackling the current
challenge of meeting global needs in an
increasingly resource-stressed environment. By
bringing together scholars from a variety of
academic disciplines, this volume provides an
innovative multi-disciplinary perspective that
corrects previous scholarship which has
discussed scientific and cultural issues
separately. In doing so, it recognizes that this
challenge is complex and cannot be addressed
by a single discipline, but requires a concerted
effort to think about its political and social, as
well as technical and economic dimensions. This
volume is essential for all students and scholars
of environmental and economic history. The
ebook editions of this book are available open
access under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 licence on
bloomsburycollection.com. Open access was
funded by Knowledge Unlatched.
Global History and New Polycentric
Approaches - Manuel Perez Garcia 2017-12-06
This book is open access under a CC BY 4.0
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license. Rethinking the ways global history is
envisioned and conceptualized in diverse
countries such as China, Japan, Mexico or Spain,
this collections considers how global issues are
connected with our local and national
communities. It examines how the discipline had
evolved in various historiographies, from Anglo
Saxon to southern European, and its emergence
in Asia with the rapid development of the
Chinese economy motivation to legitimate the
current uniqueness of the history and economy
of the nation. It contributes to the revitalization
of the field of global history in Chinese
historiography, which have been dominated by
national narratives and promotes a debate to
open new venues in which important features
such as scholarly mobility, diversity and
internationalization are firmly rooted, putting
aside national specificities. Dealing with new
approaches on the use of empirical data by
framing the proper questions and hypotheses
and connecting western and eastern sources,
11/24

Downloaded from verdaddigital.com on
by guest

this text opens a new forum of discussion on how
global history has penetrated in western and
eastern historiographies, moving the pivotal axis
of analysis from national perspectives to open
new venues of global history.
Escape from Rome - Walter Scheidel
2021-03-16
The gripping story of how the end of the Roman
Empire was the beginning of the modern world
The fall of the Roman Empire has long been
considered one of the greatest disasters in
history. But in this groundbreaking book, Walter
Scheidel argues that Rome's dramatic collapse
was actually the best thing that ever happened,
clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and
the creation of the modern age. Ranging across
the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome
offers new answers to some of the biggest
questions in history: Why did the Roman Empire
appear? Why did nothing like it ever return to
Europe? And, above all, why did Europeans
come to dominate the world? In an absorbing
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narrative that begins with ancient Rome but
stretches far beyond it, from Byzantium to China
and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel
shows how the demise of Rome and the enduring
failure of empire-building on European soil
launched an economic transformation that
changed the continent and ultimately the world.
The Measure of Civilization - Ian Morris
2014-02-23
Uses four factors--energy capture per capita,
organization, information technology and warmaking capacity--to attempt to show which
world regions were the most powerful
throughout all of human history.
Process-tracing Methods - Derek Beach
2019-01-03
Revised edition of the authors' Process-tracing
methods, c2013.
A Colonial Affair - Danna Agmon 2017-09-15
A Colonial Affair traces the 1716 conviction of
Nayiniyappa, a Tamil commercial agent
employed by the French East India Company, for
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tyranny and sedition, and his subsequent public
torture, the loss of his wealth, the exile of his
family, and his ultimate exoneration. Danna
Agmon’s gripping microhistory is a vivid guide to
the "Nayiniyappa Affair" in the French colony of
Pondicherry, India. The surprising and shifting
fates of Nayiniyappa and his family form the
basis of this story of global mobilization, which is
replete with merchants, missionaries, local
brokers, government administrators, and even
the French royal family. Agmon’s compelling
account draws readers into the social, economic,
religious, and political interactions that defined
the European colonial experience in India and
elsewhere. Her portrayal of imperial sovereignty
in France’s colonies as it played out in the life of
one beleaguered family allows readers to
witness interactions between colonial officials
and locals. Students and scholars of the history
of colonialism, religion, capitalism, and law will
find Agmon’s narrative of European imperialism
of great interest.
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A Culture of Growth - Joel Mokyr 2016-10-25
Why Enlightenment culture sparked the
Industrial Revolution During the late eighteenth
century, innovations in Europe triggered the
Industrial Revolution and the sustained
economic progress that spread across the globe.
While much has been made of the details of the
Industrial Revolution, what remains a mystery is
why it took place at all. Why did this revolution
begin in the West and not elsewhere, and why
did it continue, leading to today's unprecedented
prosperity? In this groundbreaking book,
celebrated economic historian Joel Mokyr argues
that a culture of growth specific to early modern
Europe and the European Enlightenment laid
the foundations for the scientific advances and
pioneering inventions that would instigate
explosive technological and economic
development. Bringing together economics, the
history of science and technology, and models of
cultural evolution, Mokyr demonstrates that
culture—the beliefs, values, and preferences in
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society that are capable of changing
behavior—was a deciding factor in societal
transformations. Mokyr looks at the period
1500–1700 to show that a politically fragmented
Europe fostered a competitive "market for ideas"
and a willingness to investigate the secrets of
nature. At the same time, a transnational
community of brilliant thinkers known as the
“Republic of Letters” freely circulated and
distributed ideas and writings. This political
fragmentation and the supportive intellectual
environment explain how the Industrial
Revolution happened in Europe but not China,
despite similar levels of technology and
intellectual activity. In Europe, heterodox and
creative thinkers could find sanctuary in other
countries and spread their thinking across
borders. In contrast, China’s version of the
Enlightenment remained controlled by the ruling
elite. Combining ideas from economics and
cultural evolution, A Culture of Growth provides
startling reasons for why the foundations of our
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modern economy were laid in the mere two
centuries between Columbus and Newton.
The Great Divergence Reconsidered - Roman
Studer 2015-01-29
Studer shows that institutional, geographical,
political, and technological factors account for
Europe's rise to undisputed world economic
leader.
A Century of Change in a Chinese Village Lin Juren 2018-05-04
This compelling book analyzes the dramatic
changes in rural Chinese society as a result of
rapid urbanization. Building on eight decades of
studies of the village of Lengshuigou, Chinese
sociologists examine the fundamental changes
over the last century that have radically
transformed centuries-old systems of patriarchy
and generational order.
Escaping poverty - Peer Vries 2013-10-23
One of the biggest debates in economic history
deals with the Great Divergence. How can we
explain that at a certain moment in time (the
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eighteenth and nineteenth centuries) a certain
part of the world (the West) escaped from
general poverty and became much richer than it
had ever been before and than the rest of the
world? Many prominent scholars discussed this
question and came up with many different
answers. This book provides a systematic
analysis of the most important of those answers
by means of an analysis of possible explanations
in terms of natural resources, labour, capital, the
division of labour and market exchange,
accumulation and innovation, and as potential
underlying determining factors institutions and
culture. The author juxtaposes the views of
economists / social scientists and of global
historians and systematically compares Great
Britain and China to illustrate his position. He
qualifies the importance of natural resources,
accumulation and the extension of markets,
points at the importance of factor prices and
changes in consumption and emphasizes the role
of innovation, institutions – in particular an
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active developmental state – and culture.
London - Robert K. Batchelor 2014-01-06
A historian recounts the unlikely rise of a world
capital, and how its understanding of Asia
played a key role. If one had looked for a
potential global city in Europe in the 1540s, the
most likely candidate would have been Antwerp,
which had emerged as the center of the German
and Spanish silver exchange as well as the
Portuguese spice and Spanish sugar trades. It
almost certainly would not have been London, an
unassuming hub of the wool and cloth trade with
a population of around 75,000, still trying to
recover from the onslaught of the Black Plague.
But by 1700, London’s population had reached a
staggering 575,000 and it had developed its first
global corporations, as well as relationships with
non-European societies outside the
Mediterranean. What happened in the span of a
century and half? And how exactly did London
transform itself into a global city? London’s
success, Robert K. Batchelor argues, lies not just
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with the well-documented rise of Atlantic
settlements, markets, and economies. Using his
discovery of a network of Chinese merchant
shipping routes on John Selden’s map of China
as his jumping-off point, Batchelor reveals how
London also flourished because of its many
encounters, engagements, and exchanges with
East Asian trading cities. Translation plays a key
role in Batchelor’s study—not just of books,
manuscripts, and maps, but also of meaning and
knowledge across cultures. He demonstrates
how translation helped London understand and
adapt to global economic conditions. Looking
outward at London’s global negotiations,
Batchelor traces the development of its
knowledge networks back to a number of foreign
sources, and credits particular interactions with
England’s eventual political and economic
autonomy from church and King. London offers a
much-needed non-Eurocentric history of London,
first by bringing to light and then by
synthesizing the many external factors and
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pieces of evidence that contributed to its rise as
a global city. It will appeal to students and
scholars interested in the cultural politics of
translation, the relationship between merchants
and sovereigns, and the cultural and historical
geography of Britain and Asia.
Writing the History of the Global - Maxine Berg
2013-01-17
How do we write about the history of a place, a
person, an event or an idea in its context in the
world? How do we do history in the current age
of globalization? In this book historians engage
in new dialogues outside their former
specialisms to face new challenges of
comparative and connective histories.
The Measure of Civilization - Ian Morris
2013-01-27
A groundbreaking look at Western and Eastern
social development from the end of the ice age
to today In the past thirty years, there have been
fierce debates over how civilizations develop and
why the West became so powerful. The Measure
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of Civilization presents a brand-new way of
investigating these questions and provides new
tools for assessing the long-term growth of
societies. Using a groundbreaking numerical
index of social development that compares
societies in different times and places, awardwinning author Ian Morris sets forth a sweeping
examination of Eastern and Western
development across 15,000 years since the end
of the last ice age. He offers surprising
conclusions about when and why the West came
to dominate the world and fresh perspectives for
thinking about the twenty-first century. Adapting
the United Nations' approach for measuring
human development, Morris's index breaks
social development into four traits—energy
capture per capita, organization, information
technology, and war-making capacity—and he
uses archaeological, historical, and current
government data to quantify patterns. Morris
reveals that for 90 percent of the time since the
last ice age, the world's most advanced region
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has been at the western end of Eurasia, but
contrary to what many historians once believed,
there were roughly 1,200 years—from about 550
to 1750 CE—when an East Asian region was
more advanced. Only in the late eighteenth
century CE, when northwest Europeans tapped
into the energy trapped in fossil fuels, did the
West leap ahead. Resolving some of the biggest
debates in global history, The Measure of
Civilization puts forth innovative tools for
determining past, present, and future economic
and social trends.
Before and Beyond Divergence - Jean-Laurent
Rosenthal 2011-04-01
China has reemerged as a powerhouse in the
global economy, reviving a classic question in
economic history: why did sustained economic
growth arise in Europe rather than in China?
Many favor cultural and environmental
explanations of the nineteenth-century economic
divergence between Europe and the rest of the
world. This book, the product of over twenty
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years of research, takes a sharply different tack.
It argues that political differences which
crystallized well before 1800 were responsible
both for China’s early and more recent
prosperity and for Europe’s difficulties after the
fall of the Roman Empire and during early
industrialization. Rosenthal and Wong show that
relative prices matter to how economies evolve;
institutions can have a large effect on relative
prices; and the spatial scale of polities can affect
the choices of institutions in the long run. Their
historical perspective on institutional change has
surprising implications for understanding
modern transformations in China and Europe
and for future expectations. It also yields
insights in comparative economic history,
essential to any larger social science account of
modern world history.
The Bourgeois Virtues - Deirdre N. McCloskey
2010-03-15
For a century and a half, the artists and
intellectuals of Europe have scorned the
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bourgeoisie. And for a millennium and a half, the
philosophers and theologians of Europe have
scorned the marketplace. The bourgeois life,
capitalism, Mencken’s “booboisie” and David
Brooks’s “bobos”—all have been, and still are,
framed as being responsible for everything from
financial to moral poverty, world wars, and
spiritual desuetude. Countering these centuries
of assumptions and unexamined thinking is
Deirdre McCloskey’s The Bourgeois Virtues, a
magnum opus that offers a radical view:
capitalism is good for us. McCloskey’s sweeping,
charming, and even humorous survey of ethical
thought and economic realities—from Plato to
Barbara Ehrenreich—overturns every
assumption we have about being bourgeois. Can
you be virtuous and bourgeois? Do markets
improve ethics? Has capitalism made us better
as well as richer? Yes, yes, and yes, argues
McCloskey, who takes on centuries of
capitalism’s critics with her erudition and sheer
scope of knowledge. Applying a new tradition of
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“virtue ethics” to our lives in modern economies,
she affirms American capitalism without
ignoring its faults and celebrates the bourgeois
lives we actually live, without supposing that
they must be lives without ethical foundations.
High Noon, Kant, Bill Murray, the modern novel,
van Gogh, and of course economics and the
economy all come into play in a book that can
only be described as a monumental project and a
life’s work. The Bourgeois Virtues is nothing less
than a dazzling reinterpretation of Western
intellectual history, a dead-serious reply to the
critics of capitalism—and a surprising pageturner.
Trade and Technology Networks in the Chinese
Textile Industry - Carles Brasó Broggi
2016-04-29
The aim of this book is to track the historical
origins of China’s economic reforms. From the
1920s and 1930s strong ties were built between
Chinese textile industrialists and foreign
machinery importers in Shanghai and the Yangzi
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Delta. Despite the fragmentation of China, the
contribution of these networks to the
modernization of the country was important and
longstanding. Facing the challenge of growing in
a fragmented country, Chinese textile firms such
as Dafeng, Dacheng and Lixin focused on urban
markets and also on importing technology for
upgrading their production. When the war
against Japan blocked trade routes inside China,
these networks were concentrated in Shanghai
where they envisaged an export-oriented
development strategy for China that was based
on importing machinery and exporting
manufactured products. However, this strategy
was only implemented precariously in Shanghai,
while the city stood as a neutral space in the
first years of the Japanese occupation, but was
only consolidated in Hong Kong in the late
1940s, where textile industrialist and most of the
foreign importers migrated. These networks
were thus reestablished in Hong Kong, where
they contributed to the city's industrialization in
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the Cold War period. Meanwhile, the Chinese
industrialists that stayed in Shanghai and the
Yangzi Delta had to adapt to the Maoist regime
and were progressively incorporated into the
state-owned companies or the local government
agencies such as the United Front or the Textile
bureaus. However, from the early 1970s, the
links between Hong Kong and Shanghai were
reactivated and these networks played, again, a
key role in the modernization of China,
especially regarding the imports of technology
and exports of manufactured goods. The book
ends with the first joint-ventures between Hong
Kong businessmen and Chinese local
administrations that took place in the beginnings
of China's economic reforms in 1979.
Institutions and the Path to the Modern
Economy - Avner Greif 2006-01-16
Publisher Description
Institutions and Comparative Economic
Development - M. Aoki 2016-04-30
This collection of essays from eminent scholars
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discusses different phases and measures of
economic development, evaluating the success
of national economic transitions and providing
valuable policy lessons for developing
economies.
Global History, Globally - Sven Beckert
2018-02-22
In recent years historians in many different parts
of the world have sought to transnationalize and
globalize their perspectives on the past. Despite
all these efforts to gain new global historical
visions, however, the debates surrounding this
movement have remained rather provincial in
scope. Global History, Globally addresses this
lacuna by surveying the state of global history in
different world regions. Divided into three
distinct but tightly interweaved sections, the
book's chapters provide regional surveys of the
practice of global history on all continents,
review some of the research in four core fields of
global history and consider a number of
problems that global historians have contended
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with in their work. The authors hail from various
world regions and are themselves leading global
historians. Collectively, they provide an
unprecedented survey of what today is the most
dynamic field in the discipline of history. As one
of the first books to systematically discuss the
international dimensions of global historical
scholarship and address a wealth of questions
emanating from them, Global History, Globally is
a must-read book for all students and scholars of
global history.
State, Economy and the Great Divergence Peer Vries 2015-02-26
State, Economy and the Great Divergence
provides a new analysis of what has become the
central debate in global economic history: the
'great divergence' between European and Asian
growth. Focusing on early modern China and
Western Europe, in particular Great Britain, this
book offers a new level of detail on comparative
state formation that has wide-reaching
implications for European, Eurasian and global
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history. Beginning with an overview of the
historiography, Peer Vries goes on to extend and
develop the debate, critically engaging with the
huge volume of literature published on the topic
to date. Incorporating recent insights, he offers
a compelling alternative to the claims to EastWest equivalence, or Asian superiority, which
have come to dominate discourse surrounding
this issue. This is a vital update to a key issue in
global economic history and, as such, is essential
reading for students and scholars interested in
keeping up to speed with the on-going debates.
A Farewell to Alms - Gregory Clark 2008-12-29
Why are some parts of the world so rich and
others so poor? Why did the Industrial
Revolution--and the unprecedented economic
growth that came with it--occur in eighteenthcentury England, and not at some other time, or
in some other place? Why didn't industrialization
make the whole world rich--and why did it make
large parts of the world even poorer? In A
Farewell to Alms, Gregory Clark tackles these
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profound questions and suggests a new and
provocative way in which culture--not
exploitation, geography, or resources--explains
the wealth, and the poverty, of nations.
Countering the prevailing theory that the
Industrial Revolution was sparked by the sudden
development of stable political, legal, and
economic institutions in seventeenth-century
Europe, Clark shows that such institutions
existed long before industrialization. He argues
instead that these institutions gradually led to
deep cultural changes by encouraging people to
abandon hunter-gatherer instincts-violence,
impatience, and economy of effort-and adopt
economic habits-hard work, rationality, and
education. The problem, Clark says, is that only
societies that have long histories of settlement
and security seem to develop the cultural
characteristics and effective workforces that
enable economic growth. For the many societies
that have not enjoyed long periods of stability,
industrialization has not been a blessing. Clark
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also dissects the notion, championed by Jared
Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, that natural
endowments such as geography account for
differences in the wealth of nations. A brilliant
and sobering challenge to the idea that poor
societies can be economically developed through
outside intervention, A Farewell to Alms may
change the way global economic history is
understood.
The Cambridge History of Capitalism - Larry
Neal 2014-01-23
The first volume of The Cambridge History of
Capitalism provides a comprehensive account of
the evolution of capitalism from its earliest
beginnings. Starting with its distant origins in
ancient Babylon, successive chapters trace
progression up to the 'Promised Land' of
capitalism in America. Adopting a wide
geographical coverage and comparative
perspective, the international team of authors
discuss the contributions of Greek, Roman, and
Asian civilizations to the development of
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capitalism, as well as the Chinese, Indian and
Arab empires. They determine what features of
modern capitalism were present at each time
and place, and why the various precursors of
capitalism did not survive. Looking at the
eventual success of medieval Europe and the
examples of city-states in northern Italy and the
Low Countries, the authors address how British
mercantilism led to European imitations and
American successes, and ultimately, how
capitalism became global.
China and Global Capitalism - L. Chun
2013-12-05
In this concise historical and conceptual analysis
of China's evolving position in a world defined
predominantly by global capitalist development,
Lin offers a critical review of relevant debates
and discusses the imperative and feasibility of a
socialist Chinese model, reconstructed, as an
alternative to standardized modernity at an
impasse.
Money Changes Everything - William N.
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Goetzmann 2017-08-15
"[A] magnificent history of money and
finance."—New York Times Book Review
"Convincingly makes the case that finance is a
change-maker of change-makers."—Financial
Times In the aftermath of recent financial crises,
it's easy to see finance as a wrecking ball:
something that destroys fortunes and jobs, and
undermines governments and banks. In Money
Changes Everything, leading financial historian
William Goetzmann argues the exact
opposite—that the development of finance has
made the growth of civilizations possible.
Goetzmann explains that finance is a time
machine, a technology that allows us to move
value forward and backward through time; and
that this innovation has changed the very way
we think about and plan for the future. He shows
how finance was present at key moments in
history: driving the invention of writing in
ancient Mesopotamia, spurring the classical
civilizations of Greece and Rome to become
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great empires, determining the rise and fall of
dynasties in imperial China, and underwriting
the trade expeditions that led Europeans to the
New World. He also demonstrates how the
apparatus we associate with a modern
economy—stock markets, lines of credit,
complex financial products, and international
trade—were repeatedly developed, forgotten,
and reinvented over the course of human
history. Exploring the critical role of finance
over the millennia, and around the world,
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Goetzmann details how wondrous financial
technologies and institutions—money, bonds,
banks, corporations, and more—have helped
urban centers to expand and cultures to flourish.
And it's not done reshaping our lives, as
Goetzmann considers the challenges we face in
the future, such as how to use the power of
finance to care for an aging and expanding
population. Money Changes Everything presents
a fascinating look into the way that finance has
steered the course of history.
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