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Ultimate Risk - Mark Nicol 2003
On 10th December 2001, in the biggest and most destructive mission in SAS recent history, half of the
world's most elite regiment took on the Al Qaeda's crack forces in Afghanistan. This is the soldiers' account
of that battle.
The Osama Bin Laden I Know - Peter L. Bergen 2006
Draws on the author's meetings with the terrorist as well as interviews with his acquaintances, describing
his self-presentation as a soft-spoken cleric and offering insight into how he inspires fanatical loyalty.
The Looming Tower - Lawrence Wright 2007-08-21
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • PULITZER PRIZE WINNER • A “heart-stopping account of the events leading
up to 9/11” (The New York Times Book Review), this definitive history explains in gripping detail the
growth of Islamic fundamentalism, the rise of al-Qaeda, and the intelligence failures that culminated in the
attacks on the World Trade Center. In gripping narrative that spans five decades, Lawrence Wright recreates firsthand the transformation of Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri from incompetent and
idealistic soldiers in Afghanistan to leaders of the most successful terrorist group in history. He follows FBI
counterterrorism chief John O’Neill as he uncovers the emerging danger from al-Qaeda in the 1990s and
struggles to track this new threat. Packed with new information and a deep historical perspective, The
Looming Tower is a sweeping, unprecedented history of the long road to September 11.
Landscapes of the Jihad - Faisal Devji 2011-04-27
What are the motives behind Osama bin Laden's and Al-Qaeda's jihad against America and the West?
Innumerable attempts have been made in recent years to explain that mysterious worldview. In Landscapes
of the Jihad, Faisal Devji focuses on the ethical content of this jihad as opposed to its purported political
intent. Al-Qaeda differs radically from such groups as Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood and Indonesia's Jemaah
Islamiyah, which aim to establish fundamentalist Islamic states. In fact, Devji contends, Al-Qaeda, with its
decentralized structure and emphasis on moral rather than political action, actually has more in common
with multinational corporations, antiglobalization activists, and environmentalist and social justice
organizations. Bin Laden and his lieutenants view their cause as a response to the oppressive conditions
faced by the Muslim world rather than an Islamist attempt to build states. Al-Qaeda culls diverse symbols
and fragments from Islam's past in order to legitimize its global war against the "metaphysical evil"
emanating from the West. The most salient example of this assemblage, Devji argues, is the concept of jihad
itself, which Al-Qaeda defines as an "individual duty" incumbent on all Muslims, like prayer. Although
medieval Islamic thought provides precedent for this interpretation, Al-Qaeda has deftly separated the
stipulation from its institutional moorings and turned jihad into a weapon of spiritual conflict. Al-Qaeda and
its jihad, Devji suggests, are only the most visible manifestations of wider changes in the Muslim world.
Such changes include the fragmentation of traditional as well as fundamentalist forms of authority. In the
author's view, Al-Qaeda represents a new way of organizing Muslim belief and practice within a global
landscape and does not require ideological or institutional unity. Offering a compelling explanation for the
central purpose of Al-Qaeda's jihad against the West, the meaning of its strategies and tactics, and its moral
and aesthetic dimensions, Landscapes of the Jihad is at once a sophisticated work of historical and cultural
analysis and an invaluable guide to the world's most prominent terrorist movement.
Dining with al-Qaeda - Hugh Pope 2010-03-16
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Following in the footsteps of Sir Richard Burton and Lawrence of Arabia, Hugh Pope presents his modernday explorations, mined from more than three decades, of the politics, religion, and aspirations of Muslim
peoples to show how the Middle East is much more than a monolithic "Islamic World." An Oxford-educated
scholar of the Middle East and acclaimed former foreign correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, Pope
has lived and worked in two dozen countries throughout the region. In eighteen revealing chapters, he
delves into the amazingly varied cultures ranging from the south of Sudan to Afghanistan and from
Islamabad to Istanbul. His probing and often perilous journeys--at one point during a meeting with an alQaeda missionary, Pope is forced to quote Koranic verse to argue against his own murder--provide an eyeopening look at diverse societies often misportrayed by superficial reporting and "why they hate us"
politics. With intimate and personal anecdotes arising out of experiences from war fronts to bazaars to the
palaces of kings, Pope weaves a rich narrative that embraces art, food, poetry, customs, and the competing
histories of the Middle East. Merging the traditions of the classics Balkan Ghosts and From Beirut to
Jerusalem, Dining with al-Qaeda illuminates an infintely complex part of the world. With U.S. foreign policy
aiming to engage more construvtively with Muslim nations, this lyrical book of adventures collects some of
the truly important untold stories of our times.
What Does Al Qaeda Want? - 2004-11-23
In the aftermath of the September 11th attacks, al-Qaeda has become the most infamous terrorist
organization in history. While their actions are deplorable, it remains a populist and idealist
movement—and one that continues to spread. Despite heavy media coverage, most people are unaware of
the group's ultimate goals. Sampling from actual al-Qaeda texts, this is al-Qaeda in its own words, rather
than another interpretation (which often emphasizes the inflammatory religious rhetoric) offered by the
Bush administration and other factions of the Western world. Introductions and commentary provide the
historical context necessary to understand fully the interconnection between the religious, social, and
political issues that led to the emergence of Osama bin Laden and his jihad against the West. These primary
sources enable readers to discern the fundamental convictions underlying the group's demands, and help
answer the question, "What does al Qaeda want?"
The Dark Side - Jane Mayer 2009-05-08
The Dark Side is a dramatic, riveting, and definitive narrative account of how the United States made selfdestructive decisions in the pursuit of terrorists around the world—decisions that not only violated the
Constitution, but also hampered the pursuit of Al Qaeda. In spellbinding detail, Jane Mayer relates the
impact of these decisions by which key players, namely Vice President Dick Cheney and his powerful,
secretive adviser David Addington, exploited September 11 to further a long held agenda to enhance
presidential powers to a degree never known in U.S. history, and obliterate Constitutional protections that
define the very essence of the American experiment. With a new afterward. One of The New York Times 10
Best Books of the Year National Bestseller National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist A Best Book of the
Year: Salon, Slate, The Economist, The Washington Post, Cleveland Plain-Dealer
The History of Terrorism - Gérard Chaliand 2016-08-23
This authoritative work provides an essential perspective on terrorism by offering a rare opportunity for
analysis and reflection at a time of ongoing violence, threats, and reprisals. Some of the best international
specialists on the subject examine terrorism’s complex history from antiquity to the present day and find
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that terror, long the weapon of the weak against the strong, is a tactic as old as warfare itself. Beginning
with the Zealots of the first century CE, contributors go on to discuss the Assassins of the Middle Ages, the
1789 Terror movement in Europe, Bolshevik terrorism during the Russian Revolution, Stalinism,
“resistance” terrorism during World War II, and Latin American revolutionary movements of the late 1960s.
Finally, they consider the emergence of modern transnational terrorism, focusing on the roots of Islamic
terrorism, al Qaeda, and the contemporary suicide martyr. Along the way, they provide a groundbreaking
analysis of how terrorism has been perceived throughout history. What becomes powerfully clear is that
only through deeper understanding can we fully grasp the present dangers of a phenomenon whose
repercussions are far from over. This updated edition includes a new chapter analyzing the rise of ISIS and
key events such as the 2015 Paris attacks.
Religion and World Conflict - Caroline Kennon 2018-07-15
Religion has been at the heart of many wars and acts of violence throughout history. Why is this such a
deep-rooted source of conflict around the world, and what can be done to foster peace between people of
different religions instead? Readers are presented with these questions and more to challenge their criticalthinking skills as they learn about the relationship between religion and conflict, from ancient history to the
Crusades to the rise of ISIS. Facts and opposing viewpoints are presented in the main text and sidebars,
which are enhanced by the use of annotated quotations and primary sources.
The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda - Fawaz A. Gerges 2011-09-14
The author re-evaluates the threat posed by Al-Qaeda following a decade of war.
The Black Banners: The Inside Story of 9/11 and the War Against al-Qaeda - Ali Soufan 2011-09-12
A book that will change the way we think about al-Qaeda, intelligence, and the events that forever changed
America. On September 11, 2001, FBI Special Agent Ali H. Soufan was handed a secret file. Had he
received it months earlier—when it was requested—the attacks on New York and Washington could have
been prevented. During his time on the front lines, Soufan helped thwart plots around the world and
elicited some of the most important confessions from terrorists in the war against al-Qaeda—without laying
so much as a hand on them. Most of these stories have never been reported before, and never by anyone
with such intimate firsthand knowledge. This narrative account of America's successes and failures against
al-Qaeda is essential to an understanding of the terrorist group. We are taken into hideouts and
interrogation rooms. We have a ringside seat at bin Laden's personal celebration of the 9/11 bombings.
Such riveting details show us not only how terrorists think and operate but also how they can be beaten
and brought to justice.
The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria - Charles River Charles River Editors 2018-02-19
*Includes pictures *Explains the formation, influences, ideology, and goals of the group *Includes footnotes
and a bibliography for further reading Also known as ISIS, Da'esh, al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI), and a host of
other names, the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) has increasingly gained attention over the
years for its brutal tactics and seemingly blatant disregard for human rights, but it has recently dominated
the global media spotlight and made headlines when it attacked and seized control of Mosul, the second
largest city in Iraq, and drove out an Iraqi army force that was more than five times its size in June 2014. It
has since laid claim to various territories throughout Iraq and the Levant, and it has established operational
control and maintained administrative structures on both sides of the Iraqi-Syrian border. Most recently, it
declared the restoration of a caliphate and renamed itself the Islamic State. The ever-deteriorating crises in
Iraq and Syria have continued to highlight the prolific activities of ISIS, but as a unified organization, ISIS
is believed to consist of only a few thousand militants led by a shadowy and secretive leader named Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi. Nonetheless, despite its relatively small size, the group has taken on and at times
successfully battled U.S. and Coalition forces, the Iraqi army, and other rival Iraqi and Syrian militant
groups. The ferocity and fanaticism with which it fights, and the absolute commitment it has to the jihad in
Iraq and the Levant, continue to set ISIS apart from other known terrorist organizations in the region. One
of the reasons ISIS has gone by so many different names is because it has rebranded itself numerous times
in the past. After starting as an al-Qaeda-inspired Sunni Islamist brigade that emerged from the ashes of
the jihadist struggle against foreign forces in Iraq, the group grew into a full-fledged al-Qaeda branch, then
evolved into a religiously motivated army, then finally separated from al-Qaeda to become the organization
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it is today. The frequent name changes are hardly cosmetic; they represent the multiple transformations the
group has undergone and symbolize its flexibility and adaptability, which is also how the ISIL has not only
survived for over a decade but even flourished as one of the most influential groups in the region. Today,
the group attracts fighters who wish to join its ranks not just from across Iraq and the region but from all
over the world. The group has also experienced many periods of withdrawal and reemergence, further
confounding the true nature and structure of the organization, which has been littered with in-fighting,
rivalries, and leadership shuffles. But the group's terrorism and violent capabilities have been made quite
clear in the Syrian civil war, the fighting in Iraq, and even attacks into other countries within the region.
Operatives have claimed bombings and attacks in Lebanon and Jordan, and there are known recruiting cells
in places as far away as Egypt, Morocco, and the U.K. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria: The History of
ISIS/ISIL chronicles the birth and growth of the group, including the key figures and events that impacted
its formation, as well as the ideology of the group and the historical context and environment that
strengthened it. This book also looks at the various tactics and strategies the group has employed to
achieve its goals and further its ideology, especially its notorious terrorist attacks. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about ISIS like never before, in no time at all.
Origins of Terrorism - Godfrey Garner 2021
Origins of Terrorism: The Rise of the World's Most Formidable Terrorist Groups examines the roots of
Islamic terrorism, it's history, and some of the foundational figures in prominent terrorist organizations.
Throughout, the book also addresses the use of terrorism, the "hows" and "whys" of terrorists' goals, and
their modus operandi. Historically, insurgency operations have formed the basis of a number of terrorist
groups--resistance to western powers, particularly the United States, and what is viewed as their unwanted
interference in regional affairs. Sections are devoted to individual terror organizations, including some of
the most well-known and resilient global movements--Al Qaeda, ISIS, the Taliban, and Boko Haram, among
others. Coverage details where and how they originated, who the principal organizers were, how these
individuals worked--or didn't work--together. In this, the authors look at the circumstances that allowed for
these leaders, and their groups', development and success. In this, the authors expose interesting, littleknown stories and facts about the specific upbringing, family life, and personal narrative around these
organizations' founders, as well as ties to other terrorist founders and organizations. For example, the
relationship between individuals such as Osama bin Laden and Musab al Zarkawi (aka Ahmad alKhalayleh)--the founder of 'Al Qaeda in Iraq' (AQI), which became ISIS--is examined in detail, providing
readers with some of the "stories behind the stories" to understand the prominent figures and
underpinnings of major terrorist organizations' philosophies, formation, and elements that have led to their
staying power. Origins of Terrorism will be a valuable resource for security and intelligence professionals,
terrorism researchers, and students, providing a unique perspective to understand terrorism and terror
movements in considering counterterror efforts.
Al Qaeda - Paul L. Williams 2002
Places the Qaeda movement in the context of Islamic and Middle Eastern history, and discusses terrorist
methods, the life and thought of Osama bin Laden, terrorist psychology, finances, and related topics.
Intelligence Wars - Thomas Powers 2004-06-30
This updated edition contains new analysis on the situation in Iraq and the war against terrorism. Sold over
10,000 copies in hardcover. No one outside the intelligence services knows more about their culture than
Thomas Powers. In this book he tells stories of shadowy successes, ghastly failures, and, more often,
gripping uncertainties. They range from the CIA's long cold war struggle with its Russian adversary to
debates about the use of secret intelligence in a democratic society, and urgent contemporary issues such
as whether the CIA and the FBI can defend America against terrorism.
The World Is Flat - Thomas L. Friedman 2005-04-05
Offers a concise history of globalization, discussing a wide range of topics, from the September 11 terrorist
attacks to the growth of the middle class in both China and India.
The Twentieth Century World, 1914 to the Present - John C. Corbally 2018-10-04
The Twentieth-Century World, 1914 to the Present introduces students to five distinct historical themes in
20th century history - politics, economics, religion, technology and the environment. Each of these themes
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is set in a social and cultural history framework that emphasizes the commonalities and diversity in human
experiences throughout the recent era. This is a genuinely global textbook that takes a non-nationalistic
approach to history and attempts to avoid marginalising the role of non-western actors and societies. John
Corbally explores the connections, interactions and exploitations of global resources and peoples that were
part and parcel of 20th-century history. Economically, the book shows how people were connected by the
spread of global capitalism and communism. It explores the spread of traditional religions and philosophies
all over the globe, as well as looking at secular challenges. It also considers how technology reached
further into people's lives. Ideal for undergraduate level students of 20th-century history, this is a book that
offers a balanced, multi-perspective approach to recent global history, helping the 21st-century student
understand today's world and interrogate commonly held assumptions about its history.
Ghost Wars - Steve Coll 2005-03-03
The news-breaking book that has sent schockwaves through the White House, Ghost Wars is the most
accurate and revealing account yet of the CIA's secret involvement in al-Qaeada's evolution. Prize-winning
journalist Steve Coll has spent years reporting from the Middle East, accessed previously classified
government files and interviewed senior US officials and foreign spymasters. Here he gives the full inside
story of the CIA's covert funding of an Islamic jihad against Soviet forces in Afghanistan, explores how this
sowed the seeds of bn Laden's rise, traces how he built his global network and brings to life the dramatic
battles within the US government over national security. Above all, he lays bare American intelligence's
continual failure to grasp the rising threat of terrrorism in the years leading to 9/11 - and its devastating
consequences.
America in the World - Jeffrey A. Engel 2014-04-06
A one-of-a-kind anthology of primary texts in American foreign relations How should America wield its
enormous power beyond its borders? Should it adhere to grand principles or act on narrow self-interest?
Should it partner with other nations or avoid entangling alliances? Americans have been grappling with
questions like these throughout the nation's history, and especially since the emergence of the United
States as a major world power in the late nineteenth century. America in the World illuminates this history
by capturing the diverse voices and viewpoints of some of the most colorful and eloquent people who
participated in these momentous debates. Spanning the era from the Gilded Age to the Obama years, this
unique reader collects more than two hundred documents—everything from presidential addresses and
diplomatic cables to political cartoons and song lyrics. It encompasses various phases of American
diplomatic history that are typically treated separately, such as the First World War, the Cold War, and
9/11. The book presents the perspectives of elite policymakers—presidents, secretaries of state, generals,
and diplomats—alongside those of other kinds of Americans, such as newspaper columnists, clergymen,
songwriters, poets, and novelists. It also features numerous documents from other countries, illustrating
how foreigners viewed America’s role in the world. Ideal for classroom use, America in the World sheds
light on the complex interplay of political, economic, ideological, and cultural factors underlying the
exercise of American power on the global stage. Includes more than two hundred documents from the late
nineteenth century to today Looks at everything from presidential addresses to political cartoons and song
lyrics Presents diverse perspectives, from elite policymakers to clergymen and novelists Features
documents from outside the United States, illustrating how people in other countries viewed America’s role
in the world
Through Our Enemies' Eyes - Anonymous 2002
While we have all seen and viscerally felt the damage bin Laden has unleashed on the United States, most
of us do not have a coherent understanding of what motivates him and his supporters. This could pave the
road to disaster, for the forces bin Laden has led and inspired are a far more lethal, varied, and unique
threat than that posed by any others labeled "terrorist" over the past quarter century. Furthermore, the
strength of his personality and message is likely to create an enduring legacy that will persist long after bin
Laden's own departure from the scene. Bin Laden's railing diatribes, full of historical allusions and Koranic
references, may sound like the irrational ramblings of a madman to those in the West. One must
understand, however, that there exists a sizable population in the Muslim world with whom bin Laden's
words resonate. Much as the spiritual fervor and fiery rhetoric of America's founding fathers incited a
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revolution against British colonizers, bin Laden's eloquence and religious conviction are intended to unite
the Islamic world in a defensive jihad against what he describes as America's predatory war on Muslims.
Only history will show the success or failure of his endeavor. Through Our Enemies' Eyes focuses on what
extremists such as bin Laden have said and done and estimates the impact of those words and deeds on the
Muslim world. The author assesses bin Laden as a person (his personality, his leadership capabilities, and
his intentions), his al Qaeda network, and the historical and religious contexts in which he acts, and details
the radical Islamist push for a defensive jihad that has bin Laden at the forefront. Finally, the author
analyzes what all this means for U.S. interests.
The Road To Al-Qaeda - Montasser al-Zayyat 2004-01-20
The Road to Al-Qaeda is a controversial book. Written by an Egyptian human rights lawyer, it is the first
English-language account of the development of tensions between violent and non-violent factions in radical
Islamist movements, from the perspective of an insider. It is also a biography of one of the world's mostwanted terrorists: Egyptian-born Dr Ayman al-Zawahiri. Widely recognized as the man who will take over
the leadership of Al-Qaeda after Osama bin Laden, he is also the reputed architect of the Riyadh bombings
in Saudi Arabia.The original version of this book sold widely across the Arabic world. Reproduced in
translation here, with an extensive introduction from distinguished scholar Ibrahim Abu Rabi, it stands
alone as an unrivalled account of the divisions within militant Islamist ideology. The author provides insight
into the internal politics of Islamic Jihad, and the radicalisation of bin Laden's deputy; he examines
Zawahiri's opposition to efforts by other militant Islamists to call a ceasefire with the Egyptian authorities;
and he narrates the redirection of Zawahiri's activities towards the US and Israel.As an insight into one of
the key minds behind Al-Qaeda this book makes unparalleled and disturbing reading. It is an important
document for anyone who seeks to understand how a minority extremist ideology came to have such an
impact on world events.-- Biography of the leading mind behind Al-Qaeda and one of the world's mostwanted terrorists-- Written by an Islamist, it provides a unique insight into radical Islam from an insider's
viewpoint-- Extensive introduction from leading Islamic scholar sets explains the context and background to
the book-- First English-language account of an Arabic bestseller-- Ideal for anyone who wants a nonWestern perspective on the internal debates of Islamic activism
The World According to Al Qaeda - Brad K. Berner 2007
Since the most devastating attack on September 11, 2001, when 19 Al Qaeda operatives hijacked four
passenger planes and drove two into the Twin Towers in New York city and one into the Pentagon, Osama
Bin Laden has been the most wanted man and even chil
The Search for Al Qaeda - Bruce Riedel 2010-06-01
Al Qaeda is the most dangerous terrorist movement in history. Yet most people in the West know very little
about it, or their view is clouded by misperceptions and half truths. This widely acclaimed book fills this gap
with a comprehensive analysis of al Qaeda—the origins, leadership, ideology, and strategy of the terrorist
network that brought down the Twin Towers and continues to threaten us today. Bruce Riedel draws on
decades of insider experience—he was actually in the White House during the September 11 attacks—in
profiling the four most important figures in the al Qaeda movement: Usama bin Laden, ideologue and
spokesman Ayman Zawahiri, former leader of al Qaeda in Iraq Abu Musaib al Zarqawi (killed in 2006), and
Mullah Omar, its Taliban host. These profiles provide the base from which Riedel delivers a much clearer
understanding of al Qaeda and its goals, as well as what must be done to counter and defeat this most
dangerous menace.
Western Jihadism - Jytte Klausen 2021
This book tells the story of how Al Qaeda grew in the West. In forensic and compelling detail, Jytte Klausen
traces how Islamist revolutionaries exiled in Europe and North America in the 1990s helped create and
control one of the world's most impactful terrorist movements--and how, after the near-obliteration of the
organization during the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, they helped build it again. She shows how the
diffusion of Islamist terrorism to Europe and North America has been driven, not by local grievances of
Western Muslims, but by the strategic priorities of the international Salafi-jihadist revolutionary movement.
That movement has adapted to Western repertoires of protest: agitating for armed insurrection and
religious revivalism in the name of a warped version of Islam. The jihadists-Al Qaeda and the Islamic State,
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and their many affiliates and associates--also proved to be amazingly resilient. Again and again, the
movement recovered from major setbacks. Appealing to disaffected Muslims of immigrant origin and
alienated converts to Islam, Jihadist groups continue to recruit new adherents in Europe and North
America, street-side in neighborhoods, in jails, and online through increasingly clandestine platforms.
Taking a comparative and historical approach, deploying cutting-edge analytical tools, and drawing on her
unparalleled database of up to 6,500 Western jihadist extremists and their networks, Klausen has produced
the most comprehensive account yet of the origins of Western jihadism and its role in the global movement.
Al Qaeda - Phillip Margulies 2002-12-15
The images associated with the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, will be forever seared in our
memoriesthe burning Pentagon, the collapsing towers of the World Trade Center, the fleeing and terrified
crowds. But what about the people who masterminded and carried out these attacks? To most of us, Osama
bin Laden and his terrorist group Al Qaeda remain shrouded in mystery. Phillip Margulies lifts this veil to
reveal the groups history, methods, structure, and ideology, while also offering a revealing portrait of its
leader, bin Laden.
The Last Refuge: Yemen, al-Qaeda, and America's War in Arabia - Gregory D. Johnsen 2012-11-19
“The best new book on al Qaeda . . . and the best book on Yemen in years.”—Bruce Riedel, Daily Beast Far
from the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan, the United States and al-Qaeda are fighting a clandestine war
of drones and suicide bombers in an unforgiving corner of Arabia. The Last Refuge charts the rise, fall, and
resurrection of al-Qaeda in Yemen over the last thirty years, detailing how a group that the United States
once defeated has now become one of the world’s most dangerous threats. An expert on Yemen who has
spent years on the ground there, Gregory D. Johnsen uses al-Qaeda’s Arabic battle notes to reconstruct
their world as they take aim at the United States and its allies. Johnsen brings readers in-side al-Qaeda’s
training camps and safe houses as the terrorists plot poison attacks and debate how to bring down an
airliner on Christmas Day. The Last Refuge is an eye-opening look at the successes and failures of fighting a
new type of war in one of the most turbulent countries in the world.
The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu - Joshua Hammer 2016-04-19
Describes how a group of Timbuktu librarians enacted a daring plan to smuggle the city's great collection
of rare Islamic manuscripts away from the threat of destruction at the hands of Al Qaeda militants to the
safety of southern Mali.
Path of Blood - Thomas Small 2018-07-31
Path of Blood tells the gripping and horrifying true story of the underground army which Osama Bin Laden
created in order to attack his number one target: his home country, Saudi Arabia. His aim was to conquer
the land of the Two Holy Mosques, the land from where Islam had first originated, and, from there, to
reestablish an Islamic Empire that could take on the West and win. Thomas Small and Jonathan Hacker use
new insider evidence to expose the real story behind the Al Qaeda. Far from the image of single-minded
holy warriors they present to the world, the bands of soldiers are riven by infighting and lack of discipline.
Drawing on unprecedented access to Saudi government archives, interviews with top intelligence officials
both in the Middle East and in the West, as well as with captured Al Qaeda militants, and access to
exclusive captured video footage from Al Qaeda cells, Path of Blood tells the full story of the terrorist
campaign and the desperate and determined attempt by Saudi Arabia’s internal security services to put a
stop to it.
Voices of Terror - Walter Laqueur 2004
An gripping look inside international violence and terrorism.
Intelligence in War - John Keegan 2003-10-28
A masterly look at the value and limitations of intelligence in the conduct of war from the premier military
historian of our time, John Keegan. Intelligence gathering is an immensely complicated and vulnerable
endeavor. And it often fails. Until the invention of the telegraph and radio, information often traveled no
faster than a horse could ride, yet intelligence helped defeat Napoleon. In the twentieth century, photo
analysts didn’t recognize Germany’s V-2 rockets for what they were; on the other hand, intelligence helped
lead to victory over the Japanese at Midway. In Intelligence in War, John Keegan illustrates that only when
paired with force has military intelligence been an effective tool, as it may one day be in besting al-Qaeda.
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War of Nerves - Jonathan Tucker 2007-02-13
In this important and revelatory book, Jonathan Tucker, a leading expert on chemical and biological
weapons, chronicles the lethal history of chemical warfare from World War I to the present. At the turn of
the twentieth century, the rise of synthetic chemistry made the large-scale use of toxic chemicals on the
battlefield both feasible and cheap. Tucker explores the long debate over the military utility and morality of
chemical warfare, from the first chlorine gas attack at Ypres in 1915 to Hitler’s reluctance to use nerve
agents (he believed, incorrectly, that the U.S. could retaliate in kind) to Saddam Hussein’s gassing of his
own people, and concludes with the emergent threat of chemical terrorism. Moving beyond history to the
twenty-first century, War of Nerves makes clear that we are at a crossroads that could lead either to the
further spread of these weapons or to their ultimate abolition.
The Looming Tower - Lawrence Wright 2018-02-02
Explores both the American and Arab sides of the September 11th terrorist attacks in an account of the
people, ideas, events, and intelligence failures that led to the tragedies.
Islamic State - Abdel Bari Atwan 2015-09-08
Islamic State (also known as ISIS, ISIL, and Daesh) stunned the world when it overran an area the size of
Great Britain on both sides of the Iraq-Syria border in a matter of weeks and proclaimed the birth of a new
Caliphate. In this timely and important book, Abdel Bari Atwan draws on his unrivaled knowledge of the
global jihadi movement and Middle Eastern geopolitics to reveal the origins and modus operandi of Islamic
State. Based on extensive field research and exclusive interviews with IS insiders, Islamic State outlines the
group's leadership structure, as well as its strategies, tactics, and diverse methods of recruitment. Atwan
traces the Salafi-jihadi lineage of IS, its ideological differences with al Qaeda and the deadly rivalry that has
emerged between their leaders. He also shows how the group's rapid growth has been facilitated by its
masterful command of social media platforms, the "dark web," Hollywood blockbuster-style videos, and
even jihadi computer games, producing a powerful paradox where the ambitions of the Middle Ages have
reemerged in cyberspace. As Islamic State continues to dominate the world's media headlines with horrific
acts of ruthless violence, Atwan considers the movement's chances of survival and expansion and offers
indispensable insights on potential government responses to contain the IS threat.
The Secret History of Al Qaeda - Abdel Bari Atwan 2008
"Deeply researched, well reported and full of interesting and surprising analyses. It demands to be read."-Peter Bergen, author of Holy War, Inc. and The Osama Bin Laden I Know
War of Nerves - Jonathan Tucker 2007-12-18
In this important and revelatory book, Jonathan Tucker, a leading expert on chemical and biological
weapons, chronicles the lethal history of chemical warfare from World War I to the present. At the turn of
the twentieth century, the rise of synthetic chemistry made the large-scale use of toxic chemicals on the
battlefield both feasible and cheap. Tucker explores the long debate over the military utility and morality of
chemical warfare, from the first chlorine gas attack at Ypres in 1915 to Hitler’s reluctance to use nerve
agents (he believed, incorrectly, that the U.S. could retaliate in kind) to Saddam Hussein’s gassing of his
own people, and concludes with the emergent threat of chemical terrorism. Moving beyond history to the
twenty-first century, War of Nerves makes clear that we are at a crossroads that could lead either to the
further spread of these weapons or to their ultimate abolition.
The Secret History of Al Qaeda - Abdel Bari Atwan 2006
Insights by the only Western-based journalist to have spent time with Osama bin Laden inform an account
of what al Qaeda is, what it wants, its capabilities, and how the West can answer its complaints and
challenges, providing an incisive profile of Osama bin Laden and his evolution into the world's leading
exponent of jihad.
Teaching World History as Mystery - Jack Zevin 2010-12-07
Offering a philosophy, methodology, and examples for history instruction that are active, imaginative, and
provocative, this text presents a fully developed pedagogy based on problem-solving methods that promote
reasoning and judgment and restore a sense of imagination and participation to classroom learning. It is
designed to draw readers into the detective process that characterizes the work of professional historians
and social scientists ─ sharing raw data, defining terms, building interpretations, and testing competing
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theories. An inquiry framework drives both the pedagogy and the choice of historical materials, with
selections favoring the unsolved, controversial, and fragmented rather than the neatly wrapped up analysis
of past events. Teaching World History as Mystery: Provides a balanced combination of interestingly
arranged historical content, and clearly explained instructional strategies Features case studies of
commonly and not so commonly taught topics within a typical world/global history curriculum using
combinations of primary and secondary documents Discusses ways of dealing with ethical and moral issues
in world history classrooms, drawing students into persisting questions of historical truth, bias, and
judgment
Western Jihadism - Jytte Klausen 2021-08-04
This book tells the story of how Al Qaeda grew in the West. In forensic and compelling detail, Jytte Klausen
traces how Islamist revolutionaries exiled in Europe and North America in the 1990s helped create and
control one of the world's most impactful terrorist movements - and how, after the near-obliteration of the
organization during the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, they helped build it again. She shows how the
diffusion of Islamist terrorism to Europe and North America has been driven, not by local grievances of
Western Muslims, but by the strategic priorities of the international Salafi-jihadist revolutionary movement.
That movement has adapted to Western repertoires of protest: agitating for armed insurrection and
religious revivalism in the name of a warped version of Islam. The jihadists-Al Qaeda and the Islamic State,
and their many affiliates and associates- also proved to be amazingly resilient. Again and again, the
movement recovered from major setbacks. Appealing to disaffected Muslims of immigrant origin and
alienated converts to Islam, Jihadist groups continue to recruit new adherents in Europe and North
America, street-side in neighborhoods, in jails, and online through increasingly clandestine platforms.
Taking a comparative and historical approach, deploying cutting-edge analytical tools, and drawing on her
unparalleled database of up to 6,500 Western jihadist extremists and their networks, Klausen has produced
the most comprehensive account yet of the origins of Western jihadism and its role in the global movement.
The Longest War - Peter L. Bergen 2011-06-28
A forefront expert on al Qaeda draws on his unique first-hand interviews with Osama bin Laden, top-level
jihadists and Washington officials to offer insight into the war on terror from both sides. By the author of
The Osama bin Laden I Know. Reprint.
The Al-nusra Front - Charles River Charles River Editors 2016-08-22
*Includes pictures *Explains the group's ideology and differences with the Islamic State *Includes online
resources, footnotes, and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents Since the Arab
Spring uprising of 2011, reports of terrorist attacks around the world have flooded international media.
Syria, a country about one and half times the size of Texas, has become the central battleground for many
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terrorist groups; those the world often focuses on and has heard much of--such as the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (also known as ISIS and Da'ash, but from here on referred to as ISIL)--and those the world
rarely hears about and is unable to make distinctions between others--such as Jabhat Al-Nusra. Despite the
lack of focused attention on its activities, Jabhat Al-Nusra (or, the Nusra Front as it is sometimes referred
to) has built quite a reputation in Syria and the greater Middle East for its seemingly endless supply of
weapons, ability to ally with strategic partners, and its peculiar mix of international, albeit notorious,
supporters inside the country. Jabhat Al-Nusra's formal name is, "Jabhat Al-Nusra li-Ahl al-Sham," or, the
"Victorious Support Front for the People of Sham (or, Syria)" and the group first emerged on the
international scene in early 2012 as a localized Syrian affiliate of Al-Qaeda in Iraq. The group has carried
out numerous terrorist attacks and kidnappings, and has been involved in a variety of battles against
Bashar Assad's Syrian government forces as well as against other anti-government factions such as ISIL.
The complexity of the Syrian Civil War is most definitely reflected in the complexity of the groups fighting
for power within and around its borders; Jabhat Al-Nusra is no exception. The group's relationship with
ISIL, Al-Qaeda, and the other militant factions within Syria is complicated and appears often conflictual: as
of the time of this writing, Jabhat Al-Nusra had announced its split from Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) but analysts
believe this is nothing more than a re-branding technique to attract all fighting elements in Syria to be
under its own umbrella of control. The international community's response to the Syria Civil War has been
quite disorganized. The United States was quick to support the protester movements across the region
during the Arab Spring which put Syrian President Bashar Assad on high alert. As the war commenced
inside Syria, Russia was quick to rush to Assad's defense and aid both inside the country and to the
international community more generally. This situation pitted the U.S. and Russia against each other once
again which left the Syrian people in between. Jabhat Al-Nusra took this as an opportunity to fill in the gap
where the world's superpowers failed them. Not only is Al-Nusra attempting to gain legitimacy within the
country, they want to show the world they are the only force fighting for the Sunnis of Syria. From the
summer of 2014 to 2016, the U.S.-led coalition has focused much of its effort on destroying the brutal ISIL
whose territory encompasses parts of both Iraq and Syria. Al-Nusra has capitalized on ISIL's time in the
spotlight and carved its own niche among Syrians, developing relationships and carrying out small scale
battles against the Assad regime and rival rebel militant groups around the country. This has been
particularly attractive to countries like Turkey and Qatar, whose feel their own position in the region may
shift depending on the outcome of the war and the United States' changing relationship with Iran. Al-Nusra
certainly appears more appealing than ISIL. In late July 2016, Al-Nusra evolved once more by changing its
name to Jabhat Fatah Al-Sham and officially cutting ties with Al-Qaeda. According to analysts, this move is
just another step in a long-term effort for Al-Nusra to make itself seem different than the other groups it
competes with in the region.
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